Hello All,

Classes are finally over and summer is officially here.  So far summer consists of horribly hot weather during the day and cool nights.  Our summer camp starts next week so we are in the city buying all our supplies.  Thanks to everyone who offered to send us supplies.  Unfortunately we didn't think about what we needed early enough to have you send anything, but we will probably take you up on that next year.  Luckily another volunteer did ask his parents in time for graham crackers and marshmallows, which do not exist in Kazakhstan, so we are actually going to have s'mores!  Smores in Kazakhstan?  It's like a dream come true!  If only we could also have burritos in Kazakhstan.  Hmmm.  Maybe next year :)

 

We still don't have a refrigerator, so we are learning to cook without any dairy or meat.  Our landlady promised to buy a refrigerator "soon," but see Jack's note below for more on that.

From Jack:

well, we're comfortably moved into our house. we have a sink now (sink: stand-alone apparatus where you put water in the top and drains into a bucket at the bottom BUT it has got a turn on/off tap) and a washing machine (washing machine: a bucket with one-horsepower motor attached).

 

some quick notes: do NOT send us anything express mail. it doesnt do anything. no, really, nothing at all.  sometimes its even slower because they have to register (register: subject to unnecessary paperwork requiring 50 signautes/stamps ) express mail--the last packages we got the express ones had taken longer than the regular post.  dont waste your money. 

 

our new address is 6 Bekmakhanov Apt 1 Bayanaul 140300 Kazakhstan.  write the russian if you can, but if not anything in english that gets to bayanaul will go to us anyway so its not a huge deal.  just make sure you get "Bayanaul, Kazakhstan" on there very clearly.   

 

i lost my bucket in the well the other day. i heard the "snap-woosh-splash" that im sure all water-getters-out-of-the-well dread. actually, though, i was proud of myself because i made a hook out of some wire and tossed it in on the end of a chain and was able to miraculously retrieve the bucket. we have a big water tank on the property but we havent filled it yet--it needs to be cleaned and we havent figured that out yet. the opening is really narrow and we're afraid that if we go in there we might not be able to get out again. amy's idea is that we go in, clean it, and then fill it with water and swim to the top. if you dont hear from us by thanksgiving you know what happened. :)

 

the washing "machine" is an adventure.  it goes in cycles. you  fill it with soap and water and "wash" everything -- the motor shakes the laundry slightly for about 90 seconds. you put in clothes until the water is black. then you set the "clean" clothes aside, swap out the water and put in "rinse" water.   you then put all the clothes through the "rinse" cycle.  if you've done it right the "rinse" water will be slightly less black than the "wash" water.  then you febreeze everything (thanks Mom) and call it a day.

 

we have half our garden planted (russian language note: you dont "plant" the potatoes, you "sit" the potatoes).  we sat beans, corn, pumpkins, cucumbers, and peppers.  soon we are hoping to sit potatoes but this is reliant on someone else getting them, which means maybe august. the neighbors' favorite entertainment is watching us sit our vegetables and then telling us we did it wrong. 

 

kazakh time: our landlord told us she'd be "right back" the other day.  "right back" it turns out means "not less than 2 weeks".  (although, she did actually come so, hey, what's all the fuss right?) the next time she told us she'd come back "next week". im predicting february 2007.

 

ive noticed in my absence the tigers have become good. ive decided the only explanation is that im gone and cant see it.

 

have a good early summer, hope you are all well. 

 

j and a

 

