first and most important: dad is taping the michigan games for me. dont tell me any scores, please!
 

so here we are now in the land of no email. we have lots for you this time, but first some housekeeping.  i would expect from now on to hear from us about once a month. but, you can do it better /faster by sending us letters!

 

if you would like to come visit us let us know. next summer looks like the best time when we can receive guests. just for the sake of saying so please dont purchase tickets until you have contacted us. (no, by the way, i dont actually think anyone is coming except my family)

 

our address may have not come through properly on the last email. it was right on mine but wrong on my parents. if you have fast internet or russian language on Word you can find out if your characters are correct or, well, not anything. if they are not anything there will be lots of E's and A's with funny marks. 

 

the good news is that even letters that only say "jack and amy simms, bayanaul, kazakhstan" in english are reaching us. when the post office got the first one they just started calling houses to see where we lived. go kaz post, full marks for that.  sometimes it pays to be an easily-identifiable foreigner. 

 

wish list : AA batteries. thousands of them. lint rollers. hundreds of those will do. paperback books. dont care what they are as long as theyre in english. we wouldnt mind blue pens and paperclips. chalk would be nice. (we have to buy our own). anything else is of course welcome. 

 

living in bayanaul has been an adjustment. it is a 4-hour bus ride on a bad road with a bus that often smokes (on the inside).  the trade-off is that bayanaul is extremely pretty. hopefully we will get some pictures up on our site. http://www.geocities.com/simmsinkazakhstan/index.html
 

your russian lesson: "poka" means (for whatever reason) both "goodbye" and "while". as you can imagine only knowing one meaning is very confusing. ie, "the cat watched me goodbye i was eating." 

 

teaching kids is, well, teaching kids. mostly their level is low but they are well behaved- a trade, by the way, that i will make any day. for now we are working on "the frog jumps" vs. "the frog jumped" but i am usually happy to get "jump." theres not much to say about the buildings, they look just like schools. 

 

is there any chance we will be teachers when we come back?

no. none at all. 

 

we had our first yurt experience. as you may hev guessed by now, the common thread is eating a sheep and drinking vodka. its just in a tent instead of a house. 

 

stock amusing anecdote:

the thing that makes it amusing is, you guessed it...the livestock. im looking out the window one day at school and a cow runs (undeterred by the supposedly cow-proof fence) into view and starts eating the flowers. a kid comes running in a few minutes later and starts hitting the cow with a stick. they run out of view to the right. a few minutes later the cow runs back and has already tucked into the flowers when the kid comes back. this time the cow runs straight into the road, much to the consternation of the parents dropping off their kids at school. chaos ensues, etc. 

 

as a gift when we were guests the other night amy and i received the national costumes of kazakhstan. amy sang and italian aria at dinner and i gave a lovely toast in kazakh.  the cosume is a long robe with circular hat. both bright purple. you have to see a picture for full effect, which, if we can, we will post. and no, you dont just "wear it around". its for special functions only :) 

 

we have been lucky enough to go for many walks in the national park nearby so far we have seen a fox, squirrels (more red than ours but with brown tails) and rabbits as big as bobcats. it looks sort of like wyoming---not really--but thats the best i can describe it. there are 3 lakes nearby, and the forests are pine. the terrain immediately around bayanaul is rocky but only a few km outside is the vast (very vast) flat (very very flat) steppe. 

 

what do we do for water?

our house actually sits on a gigantic storage tank (i thought it was a well untill they filled it the other day).  the water is "trucked in".  

 

whats our schedule?

school here is taught in two "half-days" becuase of the lack of space. i (usually) teach from about 2pm -6 or 7 and amy usualy from 8:30-1:30. the schedule is not the same every day, and it even changes from week to week. we do not know what classes we have until the day before. i have 4 fifth grade classes, two eighth and one sixth. they meet twice a week. in addition i run two optional 11th grade classes and 3 additional fifth grade classes. the optional means just that, the kids come if they want. right now i am enough of an attraction that they are well-attended. we will see how long that lasts. 

 

it is normal to drink vodka at school functions?

it is normal to drink vodka at every function. amy's vice-principal told me "he who does not drink is a spy." 

 

our phone number is (31840) 91917. to be honest i cant remember the international codes, but my parents do as they call quite often. they know all the right codes to dial. 

 

im not sure what were going to do about email in general. i think we may be relegated to sending the once a month mass mail. if you really want to get a hold of us, send a letter. seriously. amy will send it out again. 

 

hope youre all doing swimmingly---miss you all

ja

