(21.04.07)
 
Hello 
All!
Happy Subotnik!  That is the holiday where everyone goes out and
cleans the area around their house and work.  It is called Subotnik
after the Russian word for Saturday, Subota, beacause it takes place
on the Saturday closest to Lenin's birthday.  Lenin was the one who
originally created Subotnik.  Now because we live in Kazakhstan, it
seems that "cleaning" really means sweeping the dirt into lines
instead of picking up actual trash.  But overall the effect is much
better.
 
We are down to our last two months, so while we will probably be
sending you fun facts for the next two months, this is our second to
last definite email we will be sending all 79 of you.  And now,
heeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer's Jack:
 
 
We'd once again like to thank everyone for all of the packages over
the course of our two years.  They really have made life here easier
and we've used everything we've been sent.
 
The weather is finally warmer here.  Ok, so it's April 21, and not all
the snow on the ground has quite melted.  But it almost has.  Sooner
rather than later we will be making the long trip back to the U.S.,
hopefully by way of a sight or two.  Maybe Estonia.
 
Our most recent transportation adventure involves being dispatched no
less than 3 taxis.  The first two got lost and all 
three showed up at
exactly the same time fifty minutes late.  We missed our train, but
Peace Corps got us two free taxi rides and the taxi company reimbursed
our missed train tickets in full.  Go Peace Corps!
 
Now that we're nearing our close of service, we'd like to hear back
from you, our friends and family, about our pictures, stories,
adventures, and 
website.  There's an exciting quiz!  Well, there's a
quiz.  Or, perhaps I should add the qualification that if you are at
home, it might be a mildly exciting quiz, but if you are at work, then
our quiz promises to be nothing less than monumentally interesting.
If your boss bothers you about it just say "cultural enrichment" and
look hurt.
 
First, here 
are some silly stats, but it might be interesting
nonetheless.  If it's not you get your money back.  We will have been
here for exactly 2 years and 14 days, or 106 weeks, or 742 days,
(arriving early on June 13th, 2005), when we leave (pending medical
clearance) on June 26th, 2007.  During that time we received too many
packages and letters to count, and wrote 295 letters in reply (to
date).  We visited (or are planning to 
before we arrive in the U.S.)
10 countries, taking 1008 pictures.  Amy has read 98 books and Jack
has read 74 books so far.  We played Scrabble more times than there
are letters in the phrase "triple word score," and we watched tons of
movies and TV shows. Jack even watched the 1985 Fiesta Bowl six times
(on his own).  We took approximately 110 showers each, which if you do
the math is not very many, but went to the bathroom outside more than
2000 times (each).  Our website was visited 1,342 times.
 
Here's a practice question to warm you up, then off you go.  Answers
next time!
1. The email bulletin was
A. Very funny and insightful
B. Nothing short of 
fantastic
C. Really cool
D. Worthy of a Pulitzer Prize.  Or at least a People's Choice Award.
 
2. Jack and Amy are moving to
A. Staying in Kazakhstan
B. Michigan
C. Cincinnati
D. Florida
E. Washington, DC
F. the Outer Hebrides
 
3. Amy's profession will be
A. Cook
B. Graduate student
C. 
Editor
D. Rocket scientist
E. Lobbyist for Horse Lovers United whose slogan is, "Let them eat horse."
 
4. Jack's profession (upon entering the U.S.) will be
A. Nothing/doesn't know
B. Lawyer
C. 2nd baseman for the Washington Nationals
D. Dog food taster
E. An onion
 
5. The capital of Kazakhstan is
A. Almaty
B. Karaganda
C. Little Rock, Arkansas
D. 
Astana
E. Kuala Lumpur
 
6. Amy and Jack live in
A. Bayanaul, Kazakhstan
B. Astana, Kazakhstan
C. Pavlodar, Kazakhstan
D. 
Inner Mongolia
E. Mississippi, somewhere south of Tupelo
 
7. The national dish of Kazakhstan is
A. Fish, living
B. Fish, dead
C. Besbarmak
D. 
Karduk
E. Kumiz
 
8. Running water is:
A. Super duper
B. Nice for washing dishes
C. A great aid in cleanliness
D. Necessary for the successful operation of a flush toilet
 
9. The coldest it got during our service 
was:
A. -35 F/ -37 C
B. -14 F/ -26 C
C. -42 F/ -42 C
D. -27 F/ -33 C
 
10. The hottest it got was:
A. 43 C/ 109 F
B. 35 C/ 95 F
C. 10 C/ 50 F
D. 
32 C/ 90 F
 
11. Which of the following items is not useful in our lives here in KZ:
A. Empty and torn plastic bag
B. Empty box
C. Empty beer bottle
D. Empty jar
E. Empty water bottle
F. Toilet plunger
 
12. While living in Kazakhstan, Amy and Jack
A. Were in charge of the Northeastern Branch of the Kyzylkum Horde
B. Tamed horses
C. Taught English
D. Participated in the spring running of the goats
 
13. We did not eat which of the following (maybe more than 
one):
A. A sheep's face
B. A sheep's butt
C. A sheep's brain
D. A sheep's eye
E. A sheep's intestines
F. Horse's milk
G. Camel's milk
H. Horse's meat stuffed into its own intestines
 
14. We did not see which of the following:
A. A horse being butchered
B. A cow being guillotined
C. A sheep's head in the bathroom sink
D. A horse's leg on our front porch
E. A baby with green hair
F. Six grown people pushing a sofa down a hill on a wheelbarrow
 
15.  In Kazakhstan we learned that horses are:
A.  Pretty
B.  Tasty
C.  Pretty tasty
 
And our survey:
1. Please tell us your favorite Kazakhstan 
story.
2. What is your favorite picture on the website and (just in case it's
not from Kazakhstan) what is your favorite picture from Kazakhstan?
3. Where should we go next?
4. Which food from KZ would you least like to try?
 
We'll post our answers- and yours- next time.  Look for it sometime in 
May.
Best,
j and a
(05.04.07)
Well, here it is.  We are actually at our Close of Service Conference,
which means we are 
on our last three months of service.  We're
discussing fun stuff like readjustment allowances, health insurance,
and resumes, which we haven't had to think about in two years and I'm
not really enjoying thinking about now.  Having our own doctor on call
24 hours a day was fantastic.  By on call I mean by telephone, but
still, it was the biggest convenience ever.
 
Anything measured is years always seems big, even if it's a small
number of them.  One year from now sounds a long time away.  I thought
that two years was going to be a long time, and in some ways it has
been.  But at the end of the day it's gone very fast indeed, and what
I really can't believe is that it doesn't seem so long ago that I was
writing that we'd been here for six weeks already!  Like any
experience there are parts of it that we are ready (and have been
ready) to leave.  Outdoor toilet.  But there are other parts that
aren't so bad, and parts that are going to take some getting used to
on getting back.  Less than 90 minutes for lunch, are you mad?
 
We'd like to thank everybody for all of the packages you have sent
over the last two years.  It's strange to say, but it's getting to 
be
that time where we no longer have time to receive them, and we'd hate
to have your boxes arrive after we leave.  We've very much appreciated
everything we've gotten and we understand that many of you have gone
to some inconvenience and expense as well to send us games, books,
toys, food, tapes, and other survival items.  Please please please do
not treat this as a "last call" for packages!    We still have 
lots
and lots of great stuff and will make it to the end with room and to
spare.
 
All of the gifts have been lovely, from Uncle Steve and Aunt Ami
keeping us up to date on British television and the Red Wings to
Jack's parents sending us every single Michigan football game over the
last two 
seasons.  We have received about sixty pounds of tuna in
aggregate, which has saved us largely from buying the meat here, which
we don't quite trust.  We have more than six whole seasons of very
funny programming sent by the Ann Arbor 5, and Aunt Kathleen and
family sent us enough salted peanuts to share with the whole oblast.
Amy's mom made Halloween possible twice.  We have also been kept in
strong supply of stationery, envelopes, pens, batteries, pencils,
post-its, paperclips, index cards, and magazines.
 
The prize for letter writing goes to Arn, who sent us (by far) the
most letters (after our parents), a letter for every month.  He also
included each month one piece of a paste together mural of himself.
 
We 
have received over 700 books, 75 video cassettes, and 30 DVD's,
every single one of which we have read, watched, and/or donated to an
English library or program.
 
We have received three copies of one of our favorites, Office Space,
and have watched each copy at least once.
 
Among the more interesting items we have received are Hawaiian 
leis,
Robert's Rules of Order (Revised Edition), jewelry, a reusable bubble
blower, a gross of smiley face stickers, kraut juice, a detailed map
of the Washington, D.C. subway system, all nine seasons of As Time
Goes By, toilet paper, High Plains Drifter, taco mix, ready made soup,
a Harvard Business School scarf, comfy socks, pictures of over forty
species of birds found in Kazakhstan, dried fruit, razors, My Little
Pony lip gloss, Bordeaux's Butt Paste (zinc oxide if you're wondering,
and yes we use it), macaroni and cheese, Talcum Powder (great for
fourth day socks), a motorized Grim Reaper, and we even have a twelve
inch 
Christmas Tree (with bulbs), which by the way is still up.
 
I'm pleased to say that not only have we used every single thing that
we have been sent, we have recycled or reused them as well.  Well, not
the food.  That just gets used once.  But, the books, tapes, games,
and toys have been (or will be) donated to the Bayanaul Region
Library, one of our schools, our summer camp, or the Peace 
Corps
Volunteers' Library in Almaty, and they are all thrilled to have all
of these things.  The students at the teachers' institute in Pavlodar
will be watching Michigan flog Notre Dame in South Bend for years to
come.
 
So, as much as it pains me to say it, please don't send 
us any more
boxes.  Letters are still safe to send through the end of
April/beginning of May.  We once again cannot express how grateful we
are, we have received some really thoughtful packages, postcards and
letters.  Rest assured that we have more than a sufficient amount of
supplies to keep us the last few months.  In fact I have begun to give
out pencils to stray cats as every person in town already has 
one.
 
j and a

