Winter Intersession Assignment – 10th grade 2006


Memorization

Memorize the poem on the back of this sheet. You will be tested on it the first day of class.

Vocabulary

Complete the unit and check your answers on the class website (www.geocities.com/silverami). Study the words and make sure you know them for the 1st week of school—you will take a test on the first unit which will also cover previous vocabulary words.

Personal Choice with a Twist

You must also choose a book of your own to read over the break. The requirements are as follows.

· The book must be at least 200 pages long. If you have a book that is much shorter than the required pages, you must choose an additional book to compensate for those pages.

· The book must be written by a world author. This means the author must not have been born in the United States.

· The book is one that you have not read before

· The book has NOT been turned into a film

A) Divide the book into 3 as-equal-as-possible parts.

B) Read the book. Once you have reached the end of your first section, write a reflection (150 words minimum) on what you have read so far. Then, continue reading until the end of the 2nd section and write your 2nd reflection. A final reflection must be written once you have completed the book. Reflections should include NO MORE than 3-5 sentences of summary. The remainder of the reflection should focus on one of the following topics; you may include more than one area in a single reflection IF IT IS RELEVANT. Each reflection DOES NOT need to focus on the same areas:

a. How does the book relate to other books you have read in the past?

b. What connections do you see to other subjects you have studied (history, science, art, etc.)?

c. Do you see any patterns in the book (similar characters or situations?)? Why do you think the pattern is there?

d. How does the book connect to something in your own life?

The reflections will be turned in the 2nd day of class.

I have included a list of recommended authors. If you choose to elect a book written by someone NOT on this list, you MUST email me so that I can approve your selection. Whichever book you choose, make sure it fulfills the requirements of the assignment.

· Jonathan Swift

· Frank McCourt

· Primo Levi

· Gabriel Garcia Marquez

· Michael Ondaatje

· Bharati Mukherjee

· Daphne DuMaurier

· Umberto Eco

· Roddy Doyle

· Gustave Flaubert

· Laura Esquivel

· Victor Hugo

· Vladimir Nabokov

· Yamala Markandaya

· Nadine Gordimer

· Mario Vargas Llosa

· Georgia Savage

· Masuji Ibuse

· Salman Rushdie

· Margaret Atwood

· Carlos Fuentes

· Jamaica Kincaid

· Manuel Puig

· Zadie Smith

· Octavio Paz

· T.H. White

· Jose Donoso

· Courttia Newland

· Julio Cortazar

· Cristina Garcia

If you are unsure whether or not your book qualifies, or you have any other questions or problems, please email me at msibacache@teacher.com
