TOD CLIFTON AND THE BROTHERHOOD

Handout 11

Directions: Answer the following questions about the role played by Tod Clifton. Be prepared for class discussion.

1. What are two clues that the Brotherhood has abandoned its work in Harlem?

2. What is the apparent reason that Brother Tarp has left the office?

3. What are the new issues with which the Brotherhood is now concerned?

4. Describe Tod Clifton’s dolls. How are they made to dance?

5. The dolls are a caricature of the Negro in a white world. What is satirical about the name Tod gives the dolls? The two-sided, grinning faces? The price Tod asks? The line, “The sunshine of your lordly smile”?

6. What is the reaction of the narrator? Why does he act as he does?

7. Remembering the Battle Royal when someone shouted “Sambo” at the boys and the comments the infirmary doctor made about the narrator’s dancing during the shock therapy, what do Tod’s dancing dolls represent?

8. Considering that Brother Jack said history had passed by the old evicted couple and then that history had been born in the narrator’s brain when he spoke at the eviction, how do you interpret the idea that Tod has “plunged outside history,” as Ras had said some people must do?

9. Of what recent events in the United States does the policeman’s treatment of Tod remind you?

10. Describe the features of a zoot suit. The narrator, seeing the young men in zoot suits, calls them “men outside of historical time.” What might he mean?

11. What does he mean when he says that those young men, like Tod, are “running and dodging the forces of history instead of making a dominating stand”?

12. How do the people on the sidewalk respond to the man chasing the boys who stole candy from the Five and Ten? Why does the narrator feel guilty?

