THE EPILOGUE

Handout 18

Directions: Read the following information and answer the questions

The epilogue presents a philosophy of life that reflects existential thinking. Keep what you know of that philosophy in mind as you decipher what Ralph Ellison is saying in this final section.

1. Read the second paragraph of the epilogue. What does the narrator learn from the paradoxical problems he finds in dealing with people?

2. At the end of that paragraph, the narrator says that the situation makes him fell ill. Explain what he has found so distressing.

3. In the past, how has the narrator interpreted his grandfather’s advice to “yes” the white people?

4. How does he now interpret what his grandfather may have meant?

5. According to the Declaration of Independence, what are some of the those principles on which our country was founded?

6. After considering his grandfather’s advice in this new light, what does the narrator find wrong with the Brotherhood?

7. In deciding what he wants, the narrator says, “not the freedom of a Rinehart or the power of a Jack, nor simply the freedom not to run.” What then does he decide that he wants?

8. What does he mean when he tells Mr. Norton, “Take any train; they all go to the Golden D-“?

9. The narrator reflects that there is no reason to return to the South, which he now calls the “heart of darkness” because “the true darkness lies within my own mind.” Then he comments that “all life seen from the hole of invisibility is absurd.” What is he saying about his position and responsibility in modern society?

10. The narrator’s revelations could have caused him to hate, but he says that the act of putting it down on paper has taken away some anger; now he both hates and loves. What value does he see in accepting such ambivalence?

11. The narrator says that the mind can’t be whipped and must always remember that behind its plan of living is a chaotic background. What does he mean?

12. In the prologue, the narrator wrote of the Monopolated Light and Power: “I use their service and pay them nothing at all, and they don’t know it.” Now he says that “even an invisible man has a socially responsible role to play.” Explain his change in attitude.

