THE END AS A BEGINNING

Handout 17

Directions: Read the following information and answer the questions.

In the final section of chapter 25, the narrator falls into a coal bin. Earlier, he had retrieved his briefcase from the burning tenement and used it and Tarp’s leg chain as weapons to fend off his attackers. What had been so important to him has become now of little value as he lies underground, completely in the dark. Then he realizes that he can get light from burning the papers in the briefcase. The author’s satiric purpose leads us to know that these papers will give more than just the light the narrator needs to find his way in the dark.

1. The narrator opens his briefcase and burns the papers it contains. Symbolically, what has he destroyed by burning the following items?

a. The high school diploma

b. Clifton’s doll

c. The Brotherhood name and the anonymous letter (both in Jack’s handwriting)

2. Why was the briefcase once important to the narrator? Explain the irony in the words spoken at the presentation in Chapter 1: “Some day it will be filled with important papers that will help shape the destiny of your people.”

3. The revelation that comes to the narrator in the dream at the end of chapter 25 groups together Jack, old Emerson, Bledsoe, Norton, Ras, the school superintendent, and others. What do they all have in common?

4. How are the people mentioned in question 3 connected with what the narrator’s grandfather told him in the dream at the beginning of the novel?

5. What does the narrator mean when he says at the end that now he is whole?

