INVISIBLE VISIBLITY

Handout 14

Directions: Read the following information and answer the questions

Ras the Exhorter is becoming Ras the Destroyer, who sends his thugs out after the narrator. To Ras, the narrator is the personification of the Brotherhood and must be destroyed after abandoning Harlem. In his run from Ras’ thugs, the narrator becomes acquainted with an elusive figure who has learned to work the system to his own advantage at the expense of everyone else.

1. After having encountered Ras and his thugs, how does the narrator make his escape?

2. Whom do several people mistake the narrator to be?

3. Why does the narrator buy a hat?

4. What does the narrator learn about Rinehart through the following encounters?

a. Brother Maceo

b. The woman who asks him, “What’s the final figger?”

c. The police officers that stop him

d. The men that run out of the pool hall

e. The girl who slips money into his pocket

f. The handbills passed out by the two solemn-faced children

g. The two old ladies

5. What does the narrator mean when he wonders if the man is both “rind and heart”?

6. The narrator muses that “outside the Brotherhood we were outside history; but inside of it they didn’t see us.” What does he mean?

7. What does the narrator learn from Hambro about his personal usefulness to the Brotherhood? What does sacrifice mean to the organization?

8. What does the narrator mean when he says, “I’ll have to do a Rinehart”?

9. The narrator comments that he thought the Brotherhood felt his being black made no difference, but he now knows that in reality “it made no difference because they didn’t see either color or man.” Explain what he is saying that he has leaned.

10. What action will he take toward the Brotherhood to covertly work for the people of Harlem?

