Frankenstein Reading Questions - Letters


Letter I

1. Where is Robert Walton heading? What is the symbolic importance of this direction?

2. What are the 3 things Walton hopes to find on his voyage?

a. 


b.


c.

3. What does this passages show about Walton?

“My education was neglected, yet I was passionately fond of reading. These volumes were my study day and night, and my familiarity with them increased. . .”

4. What does Walton identify as being “the favourite dream of my early years?” Why is he unable to fulfill his dream?

5. Who are the letters being written to? What is Walton’s relationship to this person?

6. Where are St. Petersburgh and Archangel located?

Letter II

1. What does Walton desire most in the world? Why?

2. Look at the story of the shipmaster and fill in the following:

a. What is the story about?

b. What is the 1st complication?

c. What is the 2nd complication?

d. How does the shipmaster resolve the complications?

3. What is meant by the allusion “I shall kill no albatross”?

Letter III

1. Where is Robert Walton when he writes the letter? (How much time has passed? How does he send his letter?)

Letter IV

Section 1 (August 5)

1. What unusual sighting is made while Walton’s ship is trapped in the ice? Be specific.

2. What does the stranger want to know before he agrees to board the ship? Why do you suppose he wants this information?

3. Once the stranger comes on board, what condition is he in, according to Walton’s description?

4. By the end of the initial part of this letter, what feelings has Walton developed toward the stranger?

Section 2 (August 13)

1. How does the stranger spend most of his time?

2. How is the following passage important? What is the purpose of the passage? What information is revealed?

“I was easily led by the sympathy which he evinced to use the language of my heart; to give utterance to the burning ardour of my soul; and to say, with all the fervour that warmed me, how gladly I would sacrifice my fortune, my existence, my every hope, to the furtherance of my enterprise. One man’s life or death were but a small price to pay for the acquirement of the knowledge which I sought; for the dominion I should acquire and transmit over the elemental foes of our race. As I spoke, a dark gloom spread over my listener’s countenance . . . at length he spoke . . . ’Unhappy man! Do you share my madness? Have you drank also of the intoxicating draught? Hear me—let me reveal my tale, and you will dash the cup from your lips!’ ” (        )

Section 3 (August 19)

1. Based on the following passage, what does the stranger decide to do? Why? 

“I had determined, at one time, that the memory of these evils should die with me; but you have won me to alter my determination. You seek for knowledge and wisdom as I once did; and I ardently hope that the gratification of your wishes may not be a serpent to sting you, as mine has been. I do not know that the relation of my disasters will be useful to you; yet, when I reflect that you are pursuing the same course, exposing yourself to the same dangers which have rendered me what I am, I imagine that you may deduce an apt moral from my tale.” (        )

