Frankenstein – Study Guide Ch. 6-8

Chapter 6

Elizabeth’s Letter

1. Based on the information in the letter, who is Ernest?

2. What kind of position does Justine Moritz hold in the Frankenstein household?

3. What was strange about Justine’s relationship with her parents?

4. Why was Justine asked to live with the Frankensteins?

5. What difference is identified between servants in Switzerland and those in other countries? (Include the two specific areas that are not “sacrificed”)

a.




b.

6. What kind of person is Justine?

7. What happens to Justine’s family and what effect does it have on her relationship with her mother?

8. Despite Madame Moritz’s initial intentions, how does she treat Justine? Be specific.

9. Why does Justine remind Elizabeth of her Aunt Caroline? (Go back to when we are first introduced to Justine for a complete answer)

1. Why does Victor have a hard time as he introduces Henry to the professors at the university?

2. How have Victor’s interests changed since the night of the experiment?

3. What is Henry going to study? Why?

4. What does Henry convince Victor to do?

5. What causes Victor to feel stronger and healthier? How does this relate to characteristics of Romantic literature?

6. Note the final paragraphs of this chapter—what might follow in the next chapter given the elated feelings here?

Chapter 7

1. Whose letter awaits Victor when he returns to Ingolstadt?

2. What literary device is used in the phrase “cruel kindness”?

3. Who has been murdered? When was he found? Where? How had he been killed?

4. Why does Elizabeth blame herself for the death?

5. What purpose does Alphonse want Victor to fulfill once he returns to Geneva? How is this ironic?

6. How much time has passed since Victor left Geneva? How old is Victor now?

7. Victor stops his journey for a short stay in Lausanne. Why? What allows him to continue to Geneva?

8. As he continues his voyage, Victor notes the beauty of nature that surrounds him. What two things does he feel nature might be doing?

a.

b.

9. How does the weather reflect the feelings Victor has in the following passage? Cite specific phrases—at least 2 examples. “The picture appeared a vast and dim scene of evil, and I foresaw obscurely that I was destined to become the most wretched of human beings” (Look in the following paragraphs as well).

10. What does Victor decide to do as he almost reaches Geneva?

11. As he watches the storm, Victor sees something illuminated by the lightning. What is it? What assumption does he make? Victor resolves to follow it—what does he realize when the lightning flashes again?

12. Why does Victor decide against informing the police of who the murderer is?

a.

b.

13. Who has been accused of the murder? What evidence is there of her guilt?

14. Given the positive and convinced tone of Elizabeth’s denial of Justine’s guilt, what might we assume might happen in the next chapter?

Chapter 8

1. Who does Victor hold most responsible for the deaths of William and Justine?

2. Why doesn’t Victor share what he knows of the deaths?

3. Why does Justine decide to make sure she has an “appearance of courage”?

4. What are the different proofs of her guilt?

a.

b.

c.

d.

5. When Justine takes the stand, she admits that her behavior seems strange and attempts to explain it. What else does she offer as proof as her innocence?

6. Victor goes, early the next morning, to find out what the verdict is. He is told that all the judges found her guilty. What other piece of information is told to Victor?

7. Why does Elizabeth go visit Justine?

8. Why did Justine agree to it (the answer to #6)?

9. What differences does Victor note regarding the types of unhappiness he experiences versus those experienced by Elizabeth? Those experienced by Justine?

