Frankenstein – Study Guide Ch. 3-5

Chapter 3

1. What two important events occur when Victor turns 17?

a.

b.

2. What is the consequence of Elizabeth’s illness?

3. What is expected to “be the consolation of [Victor’s] father?

4. What new role does Elizabeth take on? How would she be characterized in this new role?

5. What did Henry Clerval desire? Why was this an impossibility? Explain.

6. Although Victor feels he has a “repugnance to new countenances,” what convinces him to continue on his way to Ingolstadt?

7. What two things does Victor identify as the possible reason for him going to M. Krempe first? What might this imply about who is responsible for the “great and unparalleled misfortunes” he experiences?

8. Victor gives up the pursuit of the alchemists when he has his experience with lightning. In addition to this, what else convinces Victor that he will not study natural philosophy?

9. Look at the paragraph where M. Waldman is quoted (begins with “The ancient teachers . . .”). What specifically does this professor say that reflects Victor’s own ideas about the old scientists? What does he say that piques Victor’s interest?

10. “Such were the professor’s words—rather let me say such the words of the fate—enounced to destroy me.” (        )What can we infer from this quote? (Use the information from the rest of that paragraph to help answer this question) What theme/topic seems to be developing in this chapter?

11. What new resolve does Victor make after the lecture?

Chapter 4

1. How long has Victor been at the University? What has he neglected during his time there? Why?

2. Because of the long nights he spends in study, Victor manages to make “discoveries in the improvement of some chemical instruments which procure[s him] great esteem and admiration.” In fact, he has progressed to the point where he feels there is little opportunity for intellectual growth where he is. What does Victor resolve to do? What changes his mind?

3. What particular question does Victor seek to answer with his studies?

4. How does Victor attempt to find the answer to his question? What allows him to search for the answer without reservation? Where does he go to help him in his search?

5. What causes Victor to interrupt his narration? How does he react to the interruption?

6. What advice does Victor give to Walton that is also supposed to be for the reader?

7. What does Victor decide to create? Describe the creation in detail. Why does he decide this should be the kind of creation to be formed?

8. Based on previous information, where does Victor go to obtain his materials?

9. “A new species would bless me as its creator and source; many happy and excellent natures would owe their being to me. No father could claim the gratitude of his child so completely as I should deserve theirs.” Based on this quote, how does Victor imagine himself to be?

10. What step does Victor assume would naturally follow once he accomplishes his first goal?

11. What effect is the reader to assume happens when one neglects a constant connection to nature? Give at least one quote to support your idea.

12. What rule does Victor claim should always be followed? What would happen, in general, is this rule was always observed?

Chapter 5

1. When does Victor first create life?

2. What discovery does Victor make now that his creation has life?

3. Where does Victor go soon after he gives life? Why?

4. Quickly summarize Victor’s dream. What do you think explains his dream?

5. What is the first thing Victor sees when he wakes up? Look at the description of the creature at this point. Based on this description, what is the creature being compared to?

6. Identify the allusion to literature we have previously read. What is the author conveying through the use of the allusion?

7. The poetry quoted by Victor comes from Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Based on what you know of the story, how are Victor and the narrator of the poem similar?

8. Who does Victor meet in the early hours of morning? What kind of effect does this visitor have? Why do you suppose he has this effect?

9. Why is the visitor there? How is this in keeping with Romanticism?

10. Where does Victor take the visitor? How would you characterize his behavior?

11. What eventually happens to Victor that morning? What two things does Henry do for him?

12. What time of year is it when Victor finally recovers enough to notice his surroundings? Why is this appropriate?

13. Henry mentions there is something about which he wants to speak to Victor. What does Victor assume it is? What is it really?

