Frankenstein Reading Questions – Chapters 1-2

Chapter 1

1. What two adjectives are used to describe the type of positions held by the stranger’s ancestors?

2. When does the stranger’s father marry?

3. Briefly summarize Beaufort’s story. Include the reason for his situation and explain through the final outcome involving the stranger’s father.

4. What metaphor is employed to explain the interaction between the stranger’s father and his new wife? Explain the metaphor.

5. What addition is made to the family when the stranger is five years old? In 3-5 sentences explain how the addition occurs.

6. What is the relationship between the stranger and the addition mentioned in #5? How is the relationship characterized?

Chapter 2

1. What does the following quote demonstrate about the relationship between Victor and Elizabeth? “Harmony was the soul of our companionship, and the diversity and contrast that subsisted in out characters drew us nearer together.” (        )

2. What kind of person was Elizabeth?

3. What kind of person was Victor?

4. Who is Henry Clerval? What kind of person was he?

5. What was Victor’s childhood like?

6. What did Victor most “desire to learn?”

7. What is the importance of Elizabeth in the threesome of friends?

8. When Victor is 13, he discovers Cornelius Agrippa. When he returns home, he adds Paracelsus and Albertus Magnus. What two things do these authors have in common?

a. 

b. 

9. Once Victor becomes familiar with these authors’ works, what two related ideas “obtained [his] undivided attention?”

a. 


b.

10. What major event occurs to shift Victor’s focus off the previous authors? What does he study instead?

11. What is galvanism?

12. Break down the following quote so that you understand what idea it conveys: 

“Destiny was too potent, and her immutable laws had decreed my utter and terrible destruction.” (        )

