A TIME OF REVELATION

Handout 13

Directions: Answer the following questions based upon chapters 21-22.

1. Interpret the following as they reveal what the narrator learns about individual action:

a. “The political equivalent of such entertainment [selling the grotesque dolls] is death.”

b. “…politically, individuals were without meaning.”

2. What does the narrator learn about the power of the district committee that the Brotherhood had once asked him to organize?

3. List four activities that show that the narrator has the ability to mobilize the people of Harlem.

4. List five disappointing things that the narrator leans about Brother Jack.

5. What does the narrator learn about the dilemma he is in? (Note the talk about traitors)

6. What does the narrator say is the real reason that Tod Clifton had to die?

7. What reason does Brother Jack give for having hired the narrator?

8. Why does Tobitt think that he understands how black people feel? Whom might Ralph Ellison be satirizing?

9. What remark by Brother Jack shows that he believes in white supremacy?

10. As the narrator looks at Brother Jack after all that has happened, what does he notice about him? What have Brother Jack’s remarks and actions shown him to be?

11. Compare Brother Jack to Homer Barbee, the man who spoke at the college chapel.

12. What does the narrator mean when he says, “Some of me, too, had died with Tod Clifton”?

