APOCALYPSE GONE AWRY

Handout 18

Part A. Directions: Read the following information

At the end of Chapter 23, the narrator asks himself how Rinehart would get information about the inner workings of the Brotherhood. The narrator then decides he will find some woman close to one of the leaders, someone who could be made to spill out the secrets the men have been withholding from him. He can’t use Emma, Jack’s mistress, for she is too sophisticated; instead, he chooses Sybil because she can be plied with drink and will respond to attention since she is apparently accustomed to getting much from her husband. The encounter becomes another of Ralph Ellison’s ironic twists.\

Part B. Directions: Use information from dictionaries, encyclopedias, books about ancient Greeks and Romans, or the Internet to answer the following questions.

1. What was a sibyl? (Notice the difference in spelling from the woman’s name.)

2. What were the Sibylline Books?

3. What was Cumae? Where was it located?

4. Who was the Cumaean Sibyl? What connection did she have to the Sibylline Books?

5. Who was King Tarquin the Proud? What connection did he have to the Sibylline Books?

6. What place did the sibyls have in the Sistine Chapel?

Part C. Directions: Reread Chapter 24 of Invisible Man and answer the following question.

1. Having considered who the sibyls were and what their places were in religion and government, what is ironic about using Sybil as the character’s name?

