CHAPTER THREE – Don’t Shoot The Messenger


It has been a while since Serenity had to summon all the Senshi for a meeting. Her face seemed pale and her gaze distant as she waited for everyone to take a seat in the Great Hall. To her right was Gin, who seemed to be observing the people who entered the room with a child’s curiosity. She recognized them as Sailor Senshi, she had heard a lot about them, even seen some of them before.. She even saw a very familiar face among the crowd, one she had met long ago. But that face seemed to be refusing to look her in the eyes. 


“I have summoned you here,” Serenity started, “because our… visitor… has told me some disturbing new things. However, I will let her introduce herself to all of you who haven’t met her yet, and since I am really still confused about everything she has told me, I will let her tell you the story.”


Everyone’s eyes turned to Gin. Serenity had borrowed her a dress, a white one with silver decorations, and it suited Gin perfectly. Almost as if it had been made for her. Gin stood up, put a strand of her hair that had fallen over her face behind her ear, and began:


“Well… My name is Unmeino Gin Me. I apologize for the stress I have caused all of you. But the situation is critical. Thanks to Serenity, I have regained my strength, my voice and my memories. And I know that this place you call Crystal Tokyo is in grave danger.”


“What do you mean, in grave danger?” Sailor Mars spoke, “Who are you exactly? And how did you end up inside the Palace walls?”


“Please be patient,” Gin said. “What I have to say is important, but requires a lot of explanation. I will try to answer all your questions, but let me say what I have to first.”


Gin now took in a deep breath, and then continued:


“My twin brother, Kin Me, and I are different than all of you are. We have no parents, no home, no real past. We have never been born, we had no childhood. We were created. By someone called… the Fates.”


Gin looked at the faces staring back at her. Most of them were in awe because of what she said about her not having been born, but created. Only one person in the room made a worried look when she mentioned the Fates. It was Sailor Pluto. Gin gave her a meaningful look:


“Lady Pluto… Long time no see.”


Now everyone was staring at Pluto, whose face was starting to glow red in spite of her dark tan.


“You didn’t say you two knew each other!” Uranus frowned. “You should’ve said something, Pluto.”


“I hoped she would not wake up,” Pluto growled. 


“Wow, everyone’s acting out of their character when it comes to you, Gin,” Endymion said, talking to Gin, but looking at Serenity, who blushed at being reminded of her behaviour yesterday.


“Well, you know… Lady Pluto, my brother and I go waaay back. After all, we all kind of had the same boss, didn’t we?”


“Unfortunately,” Pluto replied. “You see, Gin and Kin are what I call the “Messengers of Fate”. The Fates are three goddesses who rule everyone’s destiny. Their names are Clotho, Lachesis and Athropos. Basically, everything that happens, happens because of them. And it was Kin’s and Gin’s task to make sure those things happen. They’re the ones who initially made the time travel possible. That’s how I got my duties a long time ago.“


“It’s just that my task were the bad things, so that’s why our Lady Pluto here doesn’t like me as much.” A mischievous grin appeared on Gin’s face.


“That’s an understatement!” Pluto frowned. “Why are you here? Have they sent you to destroy everything?” 


“Yes,” Gin’s reply was short and clear.


“She is an enemy?” Sailor Venus whispered in Serenity’s direction, “So why are we chatting here with her? Shouldn’t we do something about her?”


“Be patient, Minako,” Serenity calmed her down.


“Only I refused to do it,” Gin added. “That’s why you found me here in that kind of shape. My brother and I, we refused to do as the Fates requested. So Lachesis came after me, while Athropos was hunting my brother. I managed to escape, I used the Time Portal – forgive me, Pluto – to come here. To escape, but also to warn you. Yet, Lachesis’ curse and the time travel injured me, so that’s why I was unconscious for almost an entire day.”


“What happened to Kin?” Pluto asked.


“I don’t know,” Gin’s expression suddenly became sad, and tears started forming in the corners of her eyes. “But he must be alive, otherwise I wouldn’t be here, either. No evil without the good… And he’s the Messenger of Good.”


“But if you are the Messenger of Evil…” Sailor Jupiter gave Gin a serious look, “How do we know we can trust you?”


“Don’t shoot the messenger…” Sailor Saturn replied instead of Gin, “In my eyes, Gin had to bring evil to the people because the Fates wanted so. Not because she wanted to.”


“Well… Actually, I used to do it because I thought it was right,” Gin sighed. “Clotho kept saying there had to be both good and evil in the world. That is probably true. But this time, they are doing nothing for the balance, they want to destroy Earth just because they are bored! Because they need to satisfy their hunger for destruction! I won’t have that!” 


Gin’s expression now was so determined, that she seemed scary… and dangerous.


“What can we do?” Sailor Neptune spoke for the first time. “If the Fates decide over everything, what is there to do against them?”


“Yeah, wouldn’t that mean that they have actually decided for us to meet like this, discuss this…” Uranus agreed.


“Well, it may seem so, yes,” Gin smiled and looked at Pluto. “But we know better, don’t we, Lady Pluto?”


Pluto nodded.


“The power of the Fates is actually quite limited. They can only control as many events as Gin and Kin can activate. They only make the people believe their power was endless, because people are easier to control that way. They accept their decisions more easily.”


“Thus making my and Kin’s work easier,” Gin added.


“So, most of the less important events occur without Fates’ interference. But there is something that even the Fates are afraid of,” Pluto continued. “It’s an artefact called the “Globe”. It is actually a model of our universe, and it is what enables the Fates use their powers, but it also keeps them immortal. If it got broken, they would die. That is the theory, anyway.”


“But…” Serenity argued, “I don’t want to kill anyone if it can be avoided.”


“Your Majesty, the Fates are extremely cruel,” Gin said, obviously feeling uneasy. “Many times in the past have they affected your destiny… I was sent to you many times before.”


Serenity gave Gin a worried look. She kind of assumed Gin had something to do with all the bad things that happened in the past, even if she was only a messenger… Still, it made Serenity have mixed feelings about the girl, even if she wanted to forgive her.


“The Fates do not forgive. They feel no mercy. They make your life beautiful or miserable depending on their current mood, but they never change their decisions,” Gin swallowed hard. “I should know. I’ve done their work for so long.”


“I still think…” Serenity began, when a strong earthquake shook the room. A few of the crystal statues fell to the ground, breaking into a thousand pieces. Sailor Mars and King Endymion immediately ran to protect the Queen, while Gin yelled at Pluto:


“They are here! They must have sent someone else!”


As soon as the ground started shaking under their feet, all of the Senshi ran outside together with Gin. The sight before them was awful. Dark clouds had covered the sky, tossing heavy shadows on all of Tokyo. Many buildings were damaged, some even destroyed, many people injured. In the distance, a group of 40 or 50 men, all looking the same, was shooting burning arrows at people, and they didn’t care if their targets were young or old, men or women.


“We have to stop them!!!” Serenity screamed. “Moon Eternal, make-up!”


“No, Serenity!” Mars caught Serenity’s hand before she managed to transform. “Let us deal with this. You stay here. It is too dangerous. Gin will stay with you.”


“But…” Serenity’s gaze was begging Mars to let her come.


“Usagi…” Mars said in a gentle voice. “Stay here. Please.”


Having said that, Mars started running towards the enemy, shooting her own burning arrows at them: “Mars Flame Sniper!”


The other Senshi followed, also using their attacks on the enemies. Mercury’s water attacks seemed effective in keeping the enemy from attacking with their burning arrows, but that was not their only weapon. Each of the men had a sword so sharp it could split a rock in half. The Senshi had a hard time avoiding their blades. Venus barely avoided one attack, and the sword cut off a few strands of her blond hair. Just at that moment, Saturn hit Venus’ attacker with her glaive.


“Thank you,” Venus said, breathing heavily.


“Don’t mention it, keep fighting,” Saturn nodded.


But there was so many of them, and they seemed indestructible. No attack seemed to keep them down for more than a minute or two. Gin was observing the battle from the Crystal Palace, and she didn’t like the sight. She turned to look at Serenity, only to see that the Queen was gone. Gin turned around to see where she went, and saw Eternal Sailor Moon running towards the Senshi.


“Damn it!” Gin cursed. “Now I have to get my hands dirty again.”




She put a hand before her face, closed her eyes, and in the moment a long, thin blade formed in her hand. She snapped her fingers, and the dress she was wearing turned into a tight suit, much like the one she was wearing when Uranus’ first found her. Another snap of her fingers and she was in the middle of the crowd. She stabbed one enemy after another, always making sure none of hem reached Sailor Moon.


“I told you to stay with her!” Mars yelled, “She is the Queen! She needs to be protected!”


“Well, what do you think I am doing here?” Gin growled and cut the head of an enemy who was threatening to kill Mars. There was blood everywhere. Not what everyone was used to.


Next what Gin heard was Sailor Moon’s voice, and suddenly a bright light blinded her.


“What the--!” She lifted her hand to protect her eyes, and felt a burning sensation all over her body. When she opened her eyes again, the enemies were gone, and everyone has surrounded Serenity who was out of her strength.


“I told you to stay…” Mars scolded her while helping her stand up.


“I had to help… I couldn’t look at that sight anymore… They almost killed you.”


“Well, it’s alright, I guess,” Mars smiled. “But do try not to expose yourself to such danger again, okay?”


Uranus scooped Serenity up in her arms and carried her all the way to Crystal Palace. Gin stayed at the battlefield, looking after them. Sailor Moon… She had seen her power so many times, yet it always surprised her.


“Good job,” Pluto put a hand on Gin’s shoulder. “Thank you for protecting her. For that, I will not say who you really are.”


“I told everyone who I am,” Gin said.


“Oh, did you really?” Pluto raised an eyebrow, “Well, if you say so. But be careful when Serenity uses her attacks… The darkness doesn’t stand light.” 


Gin swallowed hard. She had painful burn marks on her hand that she had used to protect her eyes. She hadn’t even felt the pain until now. 


A tear rolled down her cheek. For some stupid reason, she wanted to help these people defend their home. Perhaps because she and Kin never had a real home. Kin… She missed him so. She kept wondering whether he was alright. Only her own heartbeat was the proof that he was still alive.


Kin… Brother… I shall find you. We shall be happy. I will not allow for us to die… We shall also have a home of our own…  I promise.
