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In reviewing the New York State Education Department’s “Code of Ethics,” the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support consortium’s Dispositions and the National Council of Teachers of English’s “Attitudes for Teachers of English” documents, I have found that this semester’s Field Experience has provided exposure to and active participation in most of the standards presented by these three bodies.

What I found particularly interesting in comparing these standards with my Field Experience is that each of the teachers I observed seemed to be aligned with a set of corresponding standards from all lists.  It is as if, as teachers develop their individual styles, they seem to gravitate naturally toward behaviors and philosophies that mirror common practices or priorities within the profession.  Further, not all standards that I observed were in the positive; rather, I considered some standards during the Field Experience only because I noted that a teacher or teachers weren’t meeting them in their methods and tactics.

However, on the whole, the teachers I observed demonstrated high regard for codes of our profession.  For example:

· An 11th grade AP teacher that I observed demonstrated NCTE #4 in her use of formal literary terminology in conversations with students, which encourages appropriate use of language for the AP examination

· The Students Live field trip that I chaperoned met NCTE #12 in providing the students with exposure to Broadway and an examination of the musical that we saw performed (“Rent”)

· In a Freshman Seminar class, Principle 1 of the State Code of Ethics was met nearly every day as students responded to a current events-based journal question and discussed their often differing views and opinions as a class with a respectful environment

· I encountered Principle 4 of the State Code twice, once in a teacher who expressed no interest in materials I offered that pertained to her class, and again in another who willingly connected with a teaching idea I suggested and requested a copy of an example that I presented to her

· INTASC Dispositions Standard 8 was demonstrated continually as I watched a 12th grade AP class prepare for its ensuing examination; the teacher alternated between structured test preparation and informal reviews that drew on students’ individual knowledge and allowed them to work in groups

· I experienced INTASC Dispositions Standard 9 after teaching my first lesson; I considered the decisions I made in the classroom and requested feedback from the teacher who offered the opportunity, and will absolutely make changes when I utilize this lesson in the future.

