Managing your Woodlot


BY Deerman





Deer’s eye View


	The head of a standing whitetail is generally about four feet above the ground.  That is usually the maximum height in which deer prefer to feed. 


	Walk around on your property and periodically ask yourself  “what is there fro deer to eat right here?”  if food at that height is not that abundant you have work to do.  





Managing woodlots for deer usage.


	


	Total amount of plant material growing in an area usually depends on  just two variables:  moisture and light.  Soil also has an impact on plant growth,  good soil is usually composed of an equal amount of sand silt and clay allowing water to be absorbed and be more readily used as a water source.  


You can’t do much to change the composition of your soil but you can improve organic material percentage.  For the organic percentage to max out a canopy is required to supply leaves and twigs which in turn creates organic material.


	Even though you can plant trees to create organic material one fact you can more readily control is light penetration,  obviously light penetration is greatly enhanced when forests are harvested because the canopy is reduced.


	To decide where light penetration needs to be increased, use a topographical map link on our site and click on find at treasurer and then click address under advanced find,  you can look at crucial aerial photos to determine the thickest areas on your land.  Reasonably some thickets (especially if they are newer) should be left, But mature thick stands should be selectively harvested.





Classifying good forage.





	Studying the plant growth will tell you a lot about growing tendencies.  Ideally branches should strike you in the chest as you walk.  Classify the relative age of each vegetation stand:  seedlings, saplings, young or mature forests.  Once you complete your homework its time to come up with a  good management plan.





How much forage can your woods supply.





	If you are doing a good job on woodland management you can expect one acre of land to 1,000 lbs of forage at “deer level”  but because only roughly one third of this is deer food we are now down to 300 lbs of forage per acre.   You should only allow deer to eat half of that which is 150 lbs per acre.   On average whitetails will eat 8-10 lbs per day so figuratively an acre should supply deer with ample food per 15- 19 days.  Using only this figure it would take roughly 25 acres to adequately feed one deer for a year so its important to provide food plots as well as normal woods maintenance.


 


Woods thinning practices.





	A good rule of thumb is one I read about before which is actually a formula (D + 12) obtain the diameter of a random tree in the woods and then add 12 ( make sure the measurement is at chest height ) and then whatever the sum is take the trees out in a diameter closely equal to the sum EX:





D = 12ft  ….12ft +12 = 24ft cut trees close to the diameter of 24ft substitute any number for D 





Conclusion





	 A good plan can make your land more appealing to deer,  you may actually be abl to pull deer off of neighboring land




















