How Herd Stress Affects A Herd.





	We’ve all heard it:  How can I improve my deer herd, I plant food plots, establish minerals, and have spent years working on the habitat and the area in which I have this is renowned as a big buck area.


	


	The First thing I would examine is the herd stress and what type of herd stress the land possesses. 





	One part of stress and which is also one of the most critical, is harvesting doe’s, to greatly reduce herd stress does’ must be “harvested” based on the herd structure in the area, obviously a 1:1 ratio cannot be obtained but the ideal ration is 3:1 -6:1 depending on the availability of buck within the limits of the management area.





	When I hunt I try to keep herd breeding like livestock breeding keep a couple of mature adults in the pool and allow smaller bucks with their genes to grow to potential, and “harvest” the older deer as their usefulness dilapidates.  The first year you leas or buy land, emphasis should be mainly on “harvesting” doe’s to reduce stress on growing bucks.





Still gotta harvest those little’uns





	Imagine a rut with all adolescent bucks! We already know that doe’s do not give in easily to mature bucks, let alone smaller bucks, so chasing would be much more aggressive drastically reducing body weight which in turn reduces survival rate of the pregnant doe.





	Many fights would also break out because there is no hierarchy or “pecking order” This greatly increases the risk of bucks not making the breeding season, which would create rut Chaos!





	How Does Stress Affect Bucks and Doe’s Differently





	Bucks have a greater body mass therefore are more greatly affected by food shortages created by herd stress.   By accurately reducing the numbers of doe’s and bucks on a property bigger buck can more readily breed and smaller buck will receive enough nutrition to grow and be prosperous breeders


 




















