EXERPTS FROM THE SPEECH OF THE HON. PETER McGAURAN, MINISTER OF CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTRUAL AFFAIRS AT THE OPENING OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL SIKH YOUTH CAMP, MYUNA BAY, DORA CREEK, NEW SOUTH WALES

Thank you, it’s a great delight for me to join with other guests on this very important occasion, the official start of the 7th Sikh Youth Camp.

It’s an extremely important gathering, because first and foremost it is a celebration of Sikhism, what it means to be a Sikh in the wider Australian community and the values and traditions your parents teach you at home you can see in this room are shared by great many others.

Out of eighteen and a half thousand Sikhs in Australia, majority, about half live in New South Wales.

It’s a prominent faith based community and a prominent contributor to Australia’s rich tradition of multiculturalism.  

…………….

…on the highest principles of divinity, optimism and diversity. It’s a way of life open to all, it seems to me that the major qualification to adhere to the Sikh religion is enthusiasm.  We have heard and spoken more than once today about self-reliance, independence, resilience of Sikhs throughout the whole world.  And really when you speak to Sikhs you must speak of the Sikh nation being incorporated in many of the world, not just in Punjab.  

Sikhism values love, truth, liberty and equality and has been described as the modern form of humanitarianism. The Sikh religion is more relevant (today) in the contemporary society of ours and others throughout the world, than ever before.  The principals that underpin the Sikh religion are universal and timeless.  The Sikh Gurus long ago rejected the idea that the knowledge was to be held and chaired only a privileged few.  Any Sikh of any gender could perform the duties of the faith.  All Australians could learn much from your harmonious and inclusive values.

Sikhism is unprejudiced in that it respects the religious beliefs of everyone, believing in universal brotherhood, peace and prosperity for everyone irrespective of race, colour and creed.
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These beliefs are vital to Australia’s multiculturalism.  Our nation enjoys a society where many cultures, religions and races peacefully co-exist, with Sikhism making a very valuable contribution to this community harmony.  Community cohesion is something however we continually need to work at.  Australia is not made up of twenty million perfect individuals and therefore we need to always constantly promote understanding between faiths ………

……..so dedicated and so strongly committed at nurturing young Sikhs and bridging gaps between generations with programs and activities that help to explain your background, your heritage, your beliefs.  Again, as has been said more than once this morning at the singing of the Australian National Anthem together with the raising of the flag of the Sikh Nation and the anthem, part of the broad Australian Community, the Sikh youth camp in which you all participate in, encourages an understanding of other faiths and cultures, it will help develop your self esteem and confidence and leadership skills.  It is worrying that secularism in different countries, even liberal democracies such as France try to restrict the practicing of the religious beliefs.  Prime Minister John Howard when asked, would his government or Australia ever contemplate of banning of wearing of head scarves, has said “NO!”, Australia will not tell people what they can wear at any time, let alone the expression of the religious beliefs. We will indeed, Dya, bring pressure to bear on the French government.  Much of this has been bought about, not just in France but in other countries, because multiculturalism has not been at the core of their society as it has been in Australia since the second world war.  Yet again (this) reinforces the point that we must continually work at educating people of all different make ups in the community of the value of multiculturalism.

I would wish to thank the organizers of the Camp for inviting me and my colleagues, Waheguru Simran Society and the Sydney Punjabi Society, particularly.  They do great work and you will indeed incorporate the outdoor activities, the recreational aspects together with the learning that will come with your time at the youth camp.

I stand to be corrected, but I do think, Robyn Parker, that its 5am wake up call, not a 6am, as you said, which makes it even more an impressive commitment for the youth camp.  It only remains for me therefore, to wish all the participants all the very best in the days to come and the activities that lie ahead and to officially open the 2005 Sikh Youth Camp.
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