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AP US History
The New Right
· Led by Evangelical Christian Groups like the Moral Majority

· Concerned with social issues denouncing abortion, pornography, homosexuality, feminism, affirmative action while in favor of school prayer, tougher penalties for criminals

White Flight Reinforced

· Milliken v. Bradley (1974)- ruled Desegregation of schools could not require students to move across school-district lines 

· The decision effectively exempted suburban districts from shouldering any part of the burden of desegregating inner-city schools

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
· Affirmative Action controversy led to a Reverse Discrimination suit that forced the University of California Medical School to admit Allan Bakke by declaring that: 
preference in admissions could not be given to members of any group, minority, or majority based on ethnic or racial identity alone.

Ronald Reagan leads a Conservative Crusade in the 1980 Election
· Championed the Common Man blaming “Big Government” as the Enemy

· Condemned Federal Intervention in local affairs, favoritism for minorities, elitism of bureaucrats in leading the Neo Conservatives against the excesses of the 1960s

Reagan Revolution
· Iranians released hostages Inauguration Day 1981 after 444 days

· Downsized Gov’t by cutting $35 million in social programs like Food Stamps, & Job Training Centers while adding $18 Billion to the Defense Budget

· Southern Conservative Democrats, 
“Bo Weevils,” abandoned their party & joined with the Reagan Republicans

March 6, 1981 Assassination Attempt 

· John Hinckley, Jr.’s obsession for Jody Foster & sympathy for Robert De Niro’s character after seeing the movie “Taxidriver,” led to the shooting of President Reagan and James Brady.

· The shooting led to the passing of the Brady Bill in 1993 also added to the Presidents dwindling popularity at the time 
Battle of the Budget
· In approving $695 Billion in expenditures that projected a deficit of $38 Billion he cut deep into social programs
· Additionally, Deep Tax Cuts amounting to 25% over 3 years lowered individual tax rates, eliminated federal estate taxes, & created a new tax-free savings plan for small investors

Trade Deficit $152 Billion by 1987 

· Fed Budget Deficits & Borrowing to cover those deficits kept interest rates high & elevated the value of the US Dollar dealing a crippling blow to American Exporters

· Reaganomics suddenly made Creditor Nation United States the world’s heaviest Borrower Nation 

Results of Supply Side Economics
· At first, Unemployment reached 11% in 1982

· Business Folded & bank Failures jolted the nation’s entire financial system

· Automobile Industry turned in its dimmest performance in history by battling Japanese imports

· Democrats charged Budget Cuts & Tax Cuts benefited the rich at the expense of the poor

“Reaganomics:” Poor Got Poorer & Rich Got Richer during the 1980s
· By 1983 Supply Siders see a healthy economy emerge But Widening Income Gaps depict the Conspicuous Consumption of YUPPIES

· Arms Race & Military Expenditures constituted the real foundation of 1980s prosperity That plunged the gov’t into a yearly “red ink” $200 Billion out of balance deficit that made the New Deal look stingy
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI)

· Reagan advocated Negotiating with USSR from a position of strength calling them the “Focus of Evil in the Modern World”

· Star Wars Initiative announced in 1983 planning Laser Beams to Vaporize ICBMs from orbiting Battle Stations

· Korean airliner shot down 1983 after violating Soviet airspace killing Americans 

· Arms control talks broken off by end of ‘83

Polish Solidarity Movement

· Union Led by Lech Walesa clamped down upon by the Kremlin in 1981

· Reagan imposed economic sanctions on Poland & the USSR in all areas but grains- so not to hurt US farmers

US Israeli Relations Strained 

· After Israel continued to allow settlement of disputed territory on the West Bank of Jordan River

· Israel invades Lebanon to suppress Palestinian guerillas and plunging them into armed chaos

· Reagan sends US troops to Lebanon as part of an Int’l peace keeping force. 

American Peacekeeping Force Attacked by Palestinian Terrorists

· 200 Marines were killed by a suicide bomber in Lebanon on Oct 23, 1983

· Reagan then Withdrew the remaining US Troops from Lebanon 

Anti-American Sandanistas in Nicaragua
· Reagan accused Sandanistas of being a base for Soviet & Cuban military penetration of Central America

· Photos revealed shipment of weapons to El Salvador leftists after a Coup there in 1979

· Covert aid to Contra Rebels opposing the Sandanistas included CIA mining of harbors

· Grenada invaded after Prime Minister killed in Oct 1983 bringing a Marxist to power

Mikhail Gorbachev Radical Reform of the USSR after 1985
· Glasnost- Openness allowing free speech and political liberty

· Perestroika- Restructuring to revive the Soviet economy adopting free-market practices including a Profit Motive

· Shrink size of Soviet Military- warming relations with the West by cessation of INF deployment targeted on Western Europe 

4 Summit Conferences Lead to an of End of the Cold War

· Geneva 1985

· Reykjavik 1986

· Washington D.C. 1987
Signing of the INF Treaty (banning Intermediate range nuclear missiles from Europe

· Moscow 1988 
Ending the Cold War

Iran Contra Scandal

· Reagan Diplomats Secretly arranged arms sales to embattled Iranians in return for Iranian aid in obtaining a release of US Hostages

· Money from the payment for arms was than diverted to the Contra Rebels in Nicaragua

· These Actions VIOLATED a Congressional ban on military aid to the Nicaraguan Rebels and contradicted Reagan’s vow never to negotiate with terrorists 

Iran Contra Hearings and Criminal Indictments

· Marine Colonel Oliver North

· Nat’l Security Council Administrator John Poindexter

· Sec of Defense Casper Weinberger

· North and Poindexter were both found guilty but their convictions were reversed on Appeal AND Weinberger received a Presidential Pardon before he was tried.

Reagan’s Economic Realities

· The Combination of Tax Reductions and Huge Increases in Military Spending opened a vast “Revenue Hole” of $200 Billion in annual deficits

· Added nearly $2 Trillion to the National Debt- more than all of his predecessors combined.

· BUT His Triumphs included the Slowing the growth of gov’t and even repealing many of the social programs launched by LBJ, in essence, Containing the Welfare State

Int’l Trade Deficit & Fed Budget Deficit led to Economic Woes

· Falling Oil Prices led to falling real estate values and to a failure of the nations S&Ls 

· Federal Rescue of S&Ls cost $500 Billion

· ALSO American banks held worthless loans in Third World Countries (Latin America)

· Savings and Loans were folding more than any period since the Great Depression

· Stock Market Crashed October 19, 1987

George Bush America’s 41st President

· Texas Oil Man served as:

· Congressman

· Emissary to China

· Ambassador to UN

· Director of CIA

· Vice President under Reagan

· Elected President 1988

“A New World Order”
Communism Ends and Democracy Begins in Eastern Europe

· Poland

· Czechoslovakia

· Hungary

· Romania

· December of 1989 The Berlin Wall, Symbol of Communism, comes down after 45 years

Pro-Democracy Movement in China Crushed

· Hundreds of thousands Chinese demonstrators parading through Beijing during the Spring of 1989 were met with machine guns and tanks as hundreds are killed

Moving to a Market Economy proved difficult after the CIS is formed

· Gorbachev resigns in 1991 and Russian Boris Yeltsin (leader of one of the 15 republics) becomes the 1st popularly elected President 

Hardliner Communists stage Coup

· During a brief coup against Gorbachev by hard-line communists August 1991, Yeltsin defied the coup leaders rallying resistance in Moscow calling for the return of Gorbachev. 

· When the coup crumbled a few days after it had begun, Yeltsin emerged as the country's most powerful political figure. In December 1991 Yeltsin and the presidents of Ukraine and Belarus (Byelorussia) established a new Commonwealth of Independent States 

Suppressed Racial/Ethnic Hatred

· In December 1994 Yeltsin sent Russian army into Chechnya, after they seceded from Russia in 1991. The war in Chechnya and the failure of free-market reforms hurt Yeltsin's prospects for reelection 

· In a spectacular comeback, however, he won reelection over a communist challenger in the second round of elections held in July 1996. 

Democracy on the March 

· February 11, 1990 Nelson Mandela was free after having been jailed for 27 years/

· Four years later Mandela was elected President as Apartheid came to an end

Operation Desert Storm Jan 16, 1991

· Saddam Hussein used the military might supplied by the US in it’s 8 year war against Iran, in it’s attack against Oil Rich Kuwait Aug 2, 1990

· A Combined UN force of 28 nations attacked Iraq led by Generals Colin Power and Norman Schwarzkopf

· Hussein accepted a Cease-Fire on Feb 27, 1991 

Bush nominated Clarence Thomas to Supreme Court

· Anita Hill, Law Professor at University of Oklahoma, submitted affidavit claiming Sexual Harassment against Thomas.

· Televised confirmation hearings failed to block the 52-48 vote confirming America’s 2nd African American Justice

Bill Clinton elected 42nd President in 1992

· Contended with Gays in the Military settling on 
“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” Policy

· 1993 Deficit Reduction Bill shrank the fed deficit to it’s lowest level in more than a decade

· 1993 Brady Bill- Gun Control 

· 1994 Anti Crime Bill

America’s Diversity Made Up the Clinton Cabinet

1st female Sec of Health & Human Services, Donna Shalala,; 
2nd Female Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg; 1st female Sec of State 
Madeline Albright; African-American 
Sec of Commerce Ron Brown; 
HUD Director 1st Mexican American Cabinet Member Henry Cisneros; 
Janet Reno 1st Female Attorney General
Oklahoma City Bombing April 19, 1995

· 1995 Murrah Federal Building Destroyed by Blast. A truck bomb exploded in front of the Federal Building in Oklahoma City. The bomb, placed there by Timothy MacVeigh and Terry Nichols, killed 168 people

World Trade Center Bombing Feb 26, 1993

· Fundamentalist Muslims Terrorists Attacked World Trade Center in New York. killing 7 and injuring 1,000. 

David Koresh & The Branch Davidians at Waco, Texas

· April 19, 1993, the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (AFT) launched an assault on the headquarters of David Koresh in Waco, Texas. Koresh ordered his disciples to kill themselves and set the compound on fire. Eighty-six people died. 

Civil War Begins in the Former Yugoslavia after Communism Ends

· 1992 Yugoslavia was divided up into Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Macedonia, Croatia and Slovenia. Fighting soon broke out inside these areas, as Serbs attempted to gain control of the entire territory. The Serbs instituted a policy of "ethnic" cleansing, whose goal was to force non-Serbs out of all conquered areas.

Newt Gingrich and his “Contract With America”

· A Right Wing Tornado roared across America in the 1994 Election.

· Newt Gingrich promised an all out assault on the budget deficits and a radical reduction in welfare programs

North American Free Trade Zone

· January 1, 1994 Canada, Mexico and the United States entered into an Agreement to eliminate tariffs, promote fair competition, increase investment in the territories, protect and enforce intellectual property rights, and establish a framework for further cooperation between the countries.

Clinton Scandals

· Whitewater Land Corporation the suicide of Clinton associate Vince Foster 1993

· Paula Jones Sex Scandal

· Monica Lewinsky 

