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Inflationary Spiral Tripled by the 1970s 

· Fostered by: the war in Vietnam

· Government policies including LBJs Great Society w/o a tax increase to pay for it

· Too Many Dollars added to Too Few Goods Drove the Cost of Living up

· US Plants became old and the more modern & up to date plants in Japan & Germany built with US $$$ competed in the Steel, Automobile, & Consumer Electronics Industries 

Vietnamization

· Inaugurated in 1969, Nixon planned on withdrawing the 540,000 US troops & turn the fighting over to the South Vietnamese while supplying them Weapons, Money, Training, & Advisors. 

· Nixon Doctrine- The US would honor its existing defense commitments but that Asians & others would have to fight their own wars w/o US ground troops

Inaugurated January 20, 1969

· Anti-war Vietnam Moratorium staged Oct 1969 In Boston and in Washington, led Nixon to further divide the nation with a speech meant to appeal to those Americans supporting the war calling them the Silent Majority.

“Whitey’s War”

· Draft policies exempted College Students & the skilled with an Army composed mainly of Underprivileged & a disproportionate share of African Americans.

· Senate Repealed Gulf of Tonkin Resolution in an effort to restrain Nixon

· 26th Amendment, passed in 1971, lowered voting age to 18

Nixon: “The Mad Bomber”

· Secret Bombing Raids had been going on in Neutral Cambodia since 1969 in an attempt to stop Vietnamese Infiltration
W/O Asking Congress, Nixon ordered the invasion of Cambodia April 29, 1970 which led to Nationwide Student Protests & the Kent State & Jackson State Shootings as well as Protests on 50 College Campuses Nationwide

· Nixon forced to withdraw troops from Cambodia after 2 months, June 29,1970

Pentagon Papers

· In 1971 New York Times published a top secret Pentagon study of America’s involvement in Vietnam --exposing Kennedy’s involvement and of Johnson provoking the Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964

Campus Unrest

Nixon & Kissinger Centralized the making of Foreign Policy in the White House

· They overpowered members of the State Dep’t opposed to the war

· Ordered S. Vietnamese army to invade Laos in Feb 1971. The 
S. Vietnamese defeat in Laos led to Nixon’s orders to Mine N. Vietnamese Harbors and call for Massive B-52 Bombing raids of Cambodia & N. Vietnam April 72
Christmas Bombings 1972 “Operation Linebacker II”

Détente with Beijing and Moscow

· Anti Communist Nixon accepted an invitation to visit China in Feb & Moscow in May 1972 relaxing tensions (Détente) between the 
US & the Communist Powers
Grain Deal of 1972- a 3 year arrangement by which the food rich US agreed to sell the USSR $750 million of wheat & corn

Nuclear Arms Limitation Agreements Ratified in 1972
· ABM Treaty (Anti-Ballistic Missile) limited each nation to 2 Clusters of Defensive Missiles

· Salt Talks (Strategic Arms Limitations) froze the numbers of long range nuclear missiles for 5 years
Watergate Break-In June 17, 1972

· 5 men arrested at Watergate apartment-office complex for breaking into the Democratic headquarters were found to be working for CREEP-Committee to Reelect the President

· Scandal involved the Illegal and improper use of the FBI, CIA, & IRS 

· CREEP harassed political opponents listed on a “White House Enemies List,” including the man that leaked the Pentagon Papers, Daniel Ellsberg, by burglarizing his psychiatrist

Senator Sam Ervin led a Senate Investigation 1973-74

· John Dean II accused Nixon of Obstructing Justice by trying to cover up the Watergate break in.

· Nixon denied prior knowledge but refused to produce the white house tapes
Vice President Spiro Agnew Resigns Oct. 1973

· Accused of taking Kickbacks from Maryland contractors while governor and also as vice president 

· Congress invoked the 25th amendment replacing him with Senator Gerald Ford

“All The Presidents Men”

· Movie depicts the story revealing the Watergate cover up in the Washington Post written by Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward 

“Saturday Night Massacre”(Oct 20, 1973)

· Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox issued a subpoena for the tapes

· Nixon ordered him fired and then accepted the resignation of the Attorney General & his deputy for their refusal to do it

Chief Justice Earl Warren appointed by Ike presided from 1953-1969

“Impeach Earl Warren” 
Bumper Stickers

· In the John Marshall fashion, Progressive Republican Chief Justice Earl Warren was accused of Judicial Nationalism & permissiveness by President Nixon

· Griswold v. Connecticut,’65

· Gideon v. Wainwright, ‘63 Escobedo, ‘64

· Miranda, ‘66

· N.Y. Times v Sullivan, ’64

· Engle v. Vitale, ’62

· School District of Abington Township v. Schempp, ’63

· Reynolds v. Simms, ’64

· Brown v. Board of Education, 54

Chief Justice Warren E. Burger appointed by Nixon 1971

· Taught Nixon a lesson in Irony, when he went against Conservative Republican ideology, BY Legalizing Abortion in the Roe v. Wade decision, 1973

Nixon’s Untraditional Republicanism Expanded Welfare
· Approved increases in Entitlements for Food Stamps & Medicaid

· Largest Federal Welfare Program (AFDC), Aid to Families with Dependent Children

· Established (SSI)
Supplemental Security Income

· Raised Social Security Pension providing Automatic increases

· Philadelphia Plan of 1969 escalated Affirmative Action 
& upheld by Griggs v. Duke Power Co, ‘71

Nixon impressed by Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring,” 1962

· "The more clearly we can focus our attention on the wonders and realities of the universe about us, the less taste we shall have for destruction." 

· Creating The EPA, ‘70

· OSHA, 70

· Clean Air Act, 70

· Endangered Species Act, ‘73 

War Powers Act 1973& the Secret Bombing of Cambodia

· In July 1973, America Questioned the Constitutionality of some 3,500 secret Air Force bombing raids against North Vietnamese positions into NEUTRAL CAMBODIA going on since 1969

Defiance followed Secretiveness

· Even after the Vietnam ceasefire in Jan ’73, Nixon continued the large scale bombing of Cambodia eventually leading to Killing Fields inflicted by Pol Pot

· Stretching of the Presidents War Making Powers met furious opposition from the public and from both houses of Congress

War Powers Act Passed Nov 1973

· Required the president to report to Congress within 48 hours after committing troops to a foreign conflict or “substantially” enlarging American combat units in a foreign country.

· Such a limited authorization would have to end within 60 days unless Congress extended it for 30 more days.

Six Day War, Oct ’73, leads to Arab Oil Embargo

· Fearing Soviet intervention in the Middle East, Nixon ordered America’s Nuclear forces on alert & ordered a giant airlift of $2 Billion to the Israelis.

· OPEC nations placed an embargo on the US for backing Israel in Oct ’73

· The Embargo forced the US to construct an Oil pipeline from Alaska

Impeachment Proceedings lead to Nixon’s Resignation Aug 8, 74

· Nixon refused to present the Watergate tapes ordered by the House Judiciary Committee
· Supreme Court unanimously ruled that his claim of Executive Privilege gave him no right to withhold portions of the tapes as requested by the special prosecutor

· Complying with the decision he produced a tape that showed he obstructed justice

Gerald Ford, the 1st Un-elected President

· Selected by Congress Aug ’74, He angered Democrats by granting a Full Pardon to Nixon 

April 29, 1975 Vietnam is Lost

· 140,000 South Vietnamese rescued by helicopters from the roof of the US Embassy and another 500,000 were admitted to the US fearing a bloodbath

Jimmy Carter wins 1976 Election

· Pushes $18 Billion Tax Cut

· Pardons some 10,000 Draft Evaders

· Commits to Human Rights

· Presides over Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel

· Dealt with Double Digit Inflation rate as OPEC embargo took its toll

· Iranian Hostage taken Nov 4, ‘79

