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The New Frontier
· 4 Nixon/Kennedy TV Debates displayed the Irish Catholic Kennedy as young, glamorous & full of vitality

· Defeated Hubert Humphrey & Lyndon Johnson for the Democratic Ticket

Naval War Veteran JFK

· Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his book “Profiles in Courage” depicting his WW II experience on PT 109 in the S. Pacific (In fact it was largely written by his aides)

“Camelot” Achievements 

· Increased the minimum wage

· Higher Education Act of 1963 offered aid to colleges to construct buildings

· Increased Social Security

· Medical Care for the Elderly

· $5 Billion for Public Housing

· $435 Million Manpower Retraining Act

· Area Redevelopment Act provided federal funds for rural, depressed Appalachia

Peace Corps

· Thousands of young men & women traveled overseas for two-year stints in underdeveloped countries setting up health care programs, & improving agricultural efficiency 

“Presidential Commission on the Status of Women”

· A study led by Eleanor Roosevelt documenting the ongoing discrimination faced by US Women in the workplace, legal system, as well as inadequacy of social services. Called For:

· Federally Supported Day Care

· Continuing Education for Women

· End Sex Bias in Social Security

· Equal Pay Act of 1963

Walter Heller, chair of Council of Economic Advisors (CEA)
· Felt Full Employment could be achieved through deficit spending cuts, encouragement of economic growth, and targeted Tax Cuts. Pushed For:

· Lower Business Taxes even at the cost of a higher Federal Deficit

· Revenue Plan Act 1962- Encouraged new investment & plant renovations by easing tax depreciation schedules for business

· Pushed for Lower Tariffs to stimulate foreign trade

JFK Strengthened the Executive Branch 

· Pushing to Keep Inflation Down, JFK intervened in the Steel Industry in 1961 & 2, pressuring labor to keep its wage demands low and management to curb price increases

· Increased the NASA budget announcing we would land a man on the moon by the end of the decade & spending $33 Billion on the Apollo Missions in reaching the goal by 1969

Strengthening the Executive Branch
· Insisting on Direct Presidential Controls he turned many of the decision making & advisory functions over to his White House Staff previously held by Cabinet members

· “The Best & the Brightest” (groups of Loyal aides often working in secret) WERE Unlike Cabinet members as they escaped Congressional Confirmation Proceedings: 
McGeorge Bundy directed Foreign Affairs & Ted Sorenson coordinated Domestic Issues

“Flexible Response Policy”
· JFK and Defense Secretary Robert McNamara strayed from the Dulles policy of Massive Retaliation  working towards a policy of developing military options that could be precisely matched to the gravity of the crisis at hand. Towards this objective JFK Increased Spending on the Green Berets (an elite antiguerilla outfit)

Berlin Crisis
· Khrushchev threatened to cut off Western Access to Berlin Constructing a Wall in Aug 1961

· JFK fired up West Berliners with his “Ich Bin Ein Berliner” Speech

Viet Nam Crisis

· Ngo Dinh Diem ruled shakily since the partition of Vietnam in 1954 

· Responding to a Viet Cong threat to topple the Pro-US Regime in South Vietnam, JFK ordered an increase of U.S. “Military Advisors” in 1961

· Unhappy with progress of the Diem Administration JFK encouraged a successful Coup against Diem in November 1963

Cuba: The Bay of Pigs & The October Missile Crisis
· April 17, 1961 Anti-Castroites were Unsuccessful in Invading Cuba 

· October 22, 1962 JFK ordered a Naval Quarantine of Cuba demanding the immediate withdrawal of Nuclear Missiles.

· October 28 Khrushchev agreed to pull the missiles out of Cuba if the US would lift the Quarantine AND withdraw missiles aimed the USSR from Turkey

Integrating Southern Universities

· 1962 Returning Air Force Veteran James Meredith tried to Integrate Mississippi State Univ.(Ole Miss) Gov. Ross Barnett physically barred his way

· JFK sent 400 Fed Troops to escort Meredith into school & Ross Barnett found guilty of Contempt of Court
JFK called the racial question a “Moral Issue”

· June 11, 1963 JFK delivered a speech calling for New Civil Rights Legislation to protect Black Citizens knowing this would cost him Southern Votes & the Next Election
· That same night June 11 Civil Rights Worker Medgar Evers was Shot in Jackson, Miss.

· Sept 3, 63 Birmingham Church Bombing killed 4 young girls

November 22, 1963 Camelot Ends in Dallas Texas

Lyndon Baines Johnson Great Society Fought 2 Wars

· Pushed for a War on Poverty BUT inherited a War in Vietnam

· Passed Kennedy's Civil Rights Act in 1964

· 1965 issued Executive Order requiring all fed contractors to take “Affirmative Action” against discrimination

· 2 new cabinet positions HUD & DOT

· 1st Black Cabinet member Robert Weaver

Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Banned Racial Discrimination in most private facilities open to the public, including theaters, hospitals,, & restaurants

· Strengthened Feds power to End Segregation in Schools

· Created EEOC to eliminate discrimination in hiring

· Title VII enforced Gender Equality

LBJs Big 4 Great Society Programs

· Aid to Education- by channeling aid to children not schools often violated separation of Church and State

· Medical Care for Elderly & Indigent included Medicaid/Medicare Entitlements

· Immigration Reform abolished national origins quota system
· Voting Rights Bill- Pushed 24th Amendment ending Poll Tax in Fed elections & led Freedom Summer of 1964

Black Militants Emerge 1960s

· They Question Dr. King 

· SNCC founded April 1960- Chairman John Lewis- to Promote Integration

· 1966 Stokely Carmichael takes head of SNCC & popularized “Black Power” & “ Black is Beautiful”

1967 H. Rapp Brown takes over SNCC & makes Radical Changes

· Changed SNCC from the
 “Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee” 
to the 
“Student National Coordinating Committee” by 1969.

Black Panthers

· Founded in 1966 for Self-Defense 

· Want Full Employment, Decent Housing, Black Control of Black Communities
· “Full Employment for Black People or total destruction for America”

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

· Surrounding himself with JFKs team-the Architects of the US War in Vietnam: 
McGeorge Bundy, Nat’l Security Advisor
Dean Rusk, Sec of State
Robert McNamara, Sec of Defense

· August 1964 LBJ announced an” Unprovoked Attack” by North Vietnam of 2 US ships & lead to Congressional authorization for Johnson to widen the war.

· LBJ withheld truth: US was actually assisting S. Vietnam in an attack of North

Architects of the US War in Vietnam:

Longest & most unpopular war by 1968
· US airbase at Pleiku attacked Feb ‘65 lead to  “Operation Rolling Thunder”- bombing raids & 184,000 troop buildup by years end

· Anti war demonstrations, Fleeing to Canada, Public Burning of Draft Cards

· LBJ ordered “Cointelpro” the FBI to turn it’s counterintelligence against the peace movement & the CIA to spy on domestic antiwar activists

LBJ abdicates March 31, 1968

· Freezes troop levels 

· Holds the “Hawks” in Check while offering himself a sacrifice to the “Doves”

Chicago National Convention 1968

· Democratic Race Eugene McCarthy (peace candidate) & Hubert Humphrey 

· Bobby Kennedy taken out by assassin June 5th after winning the California primary angered Anti War Activists as they battled police at Democratic Convention forcing Mayor Daley to call out police & National Guard

· Republican Nixon Victorious in 1968 as battle between Hawks and Doves raged on.

Culture Upheaval of the 1960s

· Led by LSD advocate Father Timothy O’Leary

· Free Speech Movement at Berkeley mobilized students against the war

· Sexual Revolution sparked by Birth Control Pill

· Stonewall Inn incident, 1969 in NY, energized Gay Rights militancy

· Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) antipoverty and anti war spurred the underground group the Weathermen & Urban Riots

· Flower Children ended the decade at the Woodstock Concert summer of 1969

Beat Poets Allen Ginsberg & and iconoclasts novelists 
Jack Kerouac- voiced dark disillusionment with materialistic pursuits & “establishment arrogance” of the Eisenhower era

· 211th Chorus, from Mexico City Blues  by Jack Kerouac 
The wheel of the quivering meat conception
Turns in the void expelling human beings,
Pigs, turtles, frogs, insects, nits,
Mice, lice, lizards, rats, roan
Racing horses, poxy bucolic pigtics,
Horrible, unnameable lice of vultures,
Murderous attacking dog-armies
Of Africa, Rhinos roaming in the jungle,
· Vast boars and huge gigantic bull
Elephants, rams, eagles, condors,
Pones and Porcupines and Pills-
All the endless conception of living beings
Gnashing everywhere in Consciousness
Throughout the ten directions of space
Occupying all the quarters in & out,
From super-microscopic no-bug
To huge Galaxy Lightyear Bowell
Illuminating the sky of one Mind-
Poor! I wish I was fee
of that slaving meat wheel
and safe in heaven dead

· A Supermarket in California by Allen Ginsberg

· What thoughts I have of you tonight, Walt Whit-
man, for I walked down the side streets under the trees
with a headache self-conscious looking at the full moon.
In my hungry fatigue, and shopping for images,
I went into the neon fruit supermarket, dreaming of
your enumerations!
What peaches and what penumbras! Whole families-
shopping at night! Aisles full of husbands! Wives
in the avocados, babies in the tomatoes!--and you,
Garcia Lorca, what were you doing down by the
watermelons?
I saw you, Walt Whitman, childless, lonely old
grubber, poking among the meats in the refrigerator
and eyeing the grocery boys.
I heard you asking questions of each: Who killed
the pork chops? What price bananas? Are you my
Angel?
I wandered in and out of the brilliant stacks of
cans following you, and followed in my imagination
by the store detective.
We strode down the open corridors together in
our solitary fancy tasting artichokes, possessing every
frozen delicacy, and never passing the cashier.
Where are we going, Walt Whitman? The doors
close in an hour. Which way does your beard point
tonight?
(I touch your book and dream of our odyssey in the
supermarket and feel absurd.)
Will we walk all night through solitary streets?
The trees add shade-to-shade, lights out in the houses;
we'll both be lonely.
Will we stroll dreaming of the lost America of love
past blue automobiles in driveways, home to our silent
cottage?
Ah, dear father, graybeard, lonely old courage-
teacher, what America did you have when Charon quit
poling his ferry and you got out on a smoking bank
and stood watching the boat disappear on the black
waters of Lethe?




