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America in World War II  1941-1945
Mr. O. Siflinger

AP US History

ABC Plan
· US and Britain conducted talks in Washington to plan war strategy prior to US entry into the war

·  Impossible to fight both Japan & Germany at the same time decided to fight a Holding action in the Pacific and concentrate on DEFEATING GERMANY FIRST

Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941

Pearl Harbor Unified America

· American Communists, pro-Hitlerites, Italian and German Americans loyally supported the nation’s war program

· Post-Pearl Harbor Hysteria resulted in 110,000 Americans of Japanese descent being forced into Concentration Camps as they lost Millions of $$$

· Unfair US action was upheld by Supreme Court decision in Korematsu v. U.S. 1944

War Productions Board
· Halted production of nonessential items prioritizing for transport & raw materials

· Full Employment & scarcity of consumer goods fueled inflation in 1942

· Office of Price Administration brought prices under control through gov’t regulation

· Rationing of critical goods

· War Labor Board put ceilings on wages

· Smith-Connally Anti Strike Act 1943- authorized gov’t seizure of tied up industries

Manpower & Womanpower

· 216,000 women employed in noncombat duties (WAACS, WAVES, & SPARS)

· Braceros from Mexico brought to US to harvest fruit & grain 1942

· Women took jobs in factories & the gov’t opened day care centers:“Rosie the Riveter”

Wartime Migrations
· 1.6 Million African America Migrated North and West creating a National Issue over race in Urban America

· Invention of the Mechanical Cotton Picker 1944 led to a mass migration of former sharecroppers to Northern Cities

Asa Phillip Randolph

· Threatened “Negro March” on D.C. 1941 led to FDR’s Executive Order 8802 forbidding discrimination in Defense Industries

Wartime Migrations to Urban Areas
· Native American moved off reservations to urban areas & were instrumental in the war effort 

· A Navajo Code based on their Native Language proved instrumental in defeating Japanese on Iwo Jima

Wartime Migrations to Urban Areas

· Mexican Americans faced the same discrimination as Blacks in S. California

· Pachuchos or Mexican Gangs in Zoot Suits attacked in 1943 by US Servicemen as they were stripped and given haircut while police looked away

Plight of African Americans

· Blacks made to sit in back of buses

· Barred from Hotels

· Barred from Restaurants & RR Cars where German Prisoners were served

· Segregated Blood Banks for wounded soldiers 

· Segregated Military Units

· Detroit Race Riot 1943 left 34 dead

Wartime Opportunities

· Disproportionate share of defense contracts given to the South & California to accelerate economic development

· Wartime Migrations 200,000 to Detroit, 500,000 to L.A., 100,000 to Mobile put pressure on schools, housing, & other services

· $70 Billion spent in California for army bases, shipyards, supply depots, testing sites

War Invigorated the Economy

· GNP rose from $100 Billion in 1940 to over $200 Billion in 1945

· Disposable Income more than doubled

· Big Government Interventionism felt as Millions of Americans were employed in the Armed Forces,  & defense plants 

· Employers & Unions monitored by FEPC & WLB and personal needs cared for by Gov’t-Sponsored Housing Projects, Day Care Centers & Health Plans 

War Aims

· FDR’s The Four Freedoms:
Freedom of Speech & Expression, from Want, of Worship, & from Fear

· Churchill and FDR got along well 

· Stalin, a ruthless leader, distrusted and was distrusted by both the British & Americans

· W/O the sacrifices of the Russian Army during 1941 & 2 Germany would have won the war before the American military & Industry could have mobilized

Year of Disaster, 1942

· Japan took control of the Dutch East Indies with vast riches of rubber, & oil. They swept Burma, Wake Island, & invaded the Aleutian Islands of Alaska

· Americans in the Philippines pushed to the Bataan Peninsula onto the tiny island of Corregidor where U.S. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright surrendered 11,000 men.

Gen. Douglas McArthur
· Ordered to depart Bataan for Australia vowing: 
“I shall return”

Year of Disaster, 1942

· Japanese took New Guinea and landed on the Solomon Islands threatening Australia

· US Carriers confronted Japan in the Battle of the Coral Sea in May

· Japan seized Midway Island but were defeated June 3-6 by Admiral Nimitz

Alcan Highway Built through Canada
· Japan took Kiska & Attu in the Aleutian Islands arousing fear of invasion of the US from the NW promoting a defensive move of building the Alcan Highway through Canada

Leapfrogging Island to Island 1943

· US Battle at Guadalcanal in the Solomons From Aug ‘42 until Feb ‘43

· McArthur led a joint US & Australia force taking New Guinea by August ‘44

· Admiral Nimitz retook Attu & Kiska Aug ‘43

· Tarawa & Makin in the Gilbert Isles taken Nov’43

· Marianas including Guam taken Aug’44

Year of Disaster, 1942

· Germans pushed into Russia threatening the industrial centers, oil fields and Moscow But stopped at Stalingrad Sep ‘42

· German subs sank British & US ships more rapidly than they could be replaced

Battle in the N. African Desert

· Gen. Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Korps“The Desert Fox” drove towards The Suez Canal until defeated by  British Gen Bernard Montgomery at El Alamein near Cairo in Oct 42

Invasion 1942 taught Russia to Mistrust Britain & US
· Rather than opening a second front that would relieve Russian forces in Europe (as desired by Stalin), the invasion came through North Africa 

· The delay in opening the second front through France in 1942 may have contributed to the Cold War Tensions after 1945

FDR willing to do Anything to Win

· To gain a cease-fire in North Africa, The US compromised  it’s principles by recognizing the head of the Provisional Vichy Gov’t &  Nazi Collaborator Admiral Jean Francois Darlan Further Reinforcing Soviet Distrust

FDR willing to do Anything to Win
· FDR Dealt with Fascist Dictator Francisco Franco of Spain in return for safe passage of shipping in Mediterranean

· Supplied Communist Leader Josip Broz, Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia

· Supplied Arms to left-wing resistance in France  

· Supplied Ho Chi Minh in French Indochina 

· Authorized large scale Lend-Lease to Soviets

· FDR Did little to help plight of European Jews allowing just 21,000 refugees, 10% under quota, to enter the US over 3.5 years because of widespread anti-Semitic feelings & the fear of a massive Jewish migration

Eisenhower heads N. Africa Campaign
·  Expert Planner & Organizer with an ability to get diverse people to work together

· Moved across North Africa linking with British in the joint invasion of Sicily 1943

Eisenhower & the Allies Attack Italy in September 1943
· Coinciding with the Italian overthrow of Mussolini 

· Germans entrenched in the Peninsula & Allies did not reach Rome until June 1944  --never having controlled all of Italy--
· Italy declared war on Germany Oct 1943

Teheran Conference

· Nov 28- Dec 1, 1943- Stalin, Roosevelt, Churchill agreed on a strategy of Soviet attack on Germany from the East and Allied attack from the West

Operation Overlord June 6, 1944 made possible by US Industry
· Assault on the 60 mile stretch of the Normandy coast with 175,000 men, 600 war ships, 11,000 planes, 170,000 vehicles

· Gen. George Patton led the charge under the command of Omar Bradley that broke out of the Normandy Beachhead July of 1944 

Battle of the Bulge Dec 16, 1944
· Allies swept across France while Soviets pushed Germans out of E. Europe late 1944

· Germans 10-day counter-offensive stopped by the 101st Airborne at Bastogne

· April 1945 Eisenhower met Soviet forces near Berlin finding Concentration Camps and the underground bunker where Hitler allegedly committed suicide with his new wife Eva Braun

Yalta Conference Feb 1945

· Stalin agreed that Poland, Bulgaria, & Romania should have a Rep Gov’t & Free Elections

· Agreed to a multipower conference in San Francisco to create a new peacekeeping organization--The United Nations

· FDR wanted Stalin to enter the war against Japan in Manchuria & Korea in return Stalin took half of Sakhalin islands, Kurile Islands, joint control of RR in Manchuria & privileges at ports of Dairen & Port Arthur

FDR Wins Fourth Term in 1944

· FDR Died April 12, 1945 & Harry Truman assumed the Presidency

· Germany surrendered May 7 and V-E Day proclaimed May 8, 1945

· Gen. McArthur returned to the Philippines on Leyte Island Oct 20, 1944 overrunning Luzon in January ‘45 & Manila by March

· Iwo Jima captured March’ 45

Potsdam Conference July 1945
· Truman, Stalin, & British Leaders issued an ultimatum to Japan

· Stalin made it clear that he had no intention of allowing free elections in Eastern Europe Leaving Standing Armies in Eastern Europe as a Buffer Zone

Manhattan Project

· Scientists develop atomic bomb 1st detonated July 16, 1945

· August 6 Hiroshima bombed

· August 8 Stalin declared war on Japan to be in on the kill & negotiations

· August 9 Nagasaki bombed

· August 10 Japan sued for Peace

V-J Day Sept 2, 1945

· Official surrender on the USS Missouri conducted by Gen. McArthur
