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The London Conference 1933

· 66 Nations Conference hoped to organize a coordinated international attack on the Global Depression but Roosevelt, unwilling to sacrifice the possibility of a domestic recovery for the sake of international cooperation, did not send a representative

· US Isolationist Policy led to the collapse of the conference that strengthened the hand of power-mad dictators

Tydings-McDuffie Act 1934
· Provided for independence for the Philippines after a 12 year period of economic & political tutelage-by 1946

· Japanese militarist were thrilled by an Inward Looking US protecting it’s own welfare & disregarding the situation in Asia

· US recognized the Soviet Union attempting to counter a threat of German power in Europe and Japanese power in the Asia

Good Neighbor Policy
· FDR wanted to line up Latin Americans to help defend the Western Hemisphere against potential transoceanic aggressors. 

· 7th Pan American Conference 1933 the US renounced the Roosevelt Corollary & Endorsed a Non Intervention Policy & 
Marines left Haiti 1934; Released Cuba from the Platt Amendment; & allowed Mexico to Repossess US Oil Properties; altered the Hay Buneau Varilla Treaty giving Panama commercial sovereignty over the Canal Zone

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act 1934
· Passed for 3 years, authorized President to reduce by up to 50% a tariff on any nation’s goods who reduced their tariffs against US goods w/o Congressional approval

· Landmark Legislation that Paved the way for Int’l Free Trade in the post WW II era

Tennesseean Sec of State Cordell Hull
· Proponent of a low tariff, believed trade was a 2-way street; that a nation can sell abroad only as it buys abroad

· Longest Serving Sec of State in US History 

· Nobel Peace Prize Winner

· Father of the United Nations

International Gangsterism
· President Paul Von Hindenburg appointed Adolph Hitler Chancellor in 1933 ending the Weimar Republic. Freely elected, Hitler is seen as the only hope to escape the economic chaos & national disgrace resulting 
from the Treaty
of Versailles 

· Italian Fascist Benito Mussolini attacked Ethiopia 1935. Emperor Haile Selassie appealed to the League of Nations proclaiming Italy an aggressor. 
Italy withdrew from the League.
· 1931 Japan Invaded Manchuria

· 1934 Japan terminated the Washington Naval Treaty of 1922 & began to accelerate construction of giant battleships

· Fascist Gen Francisco Franco supported by the Catholic Church & Large Landowners led a full scale Civil War in Spain 1936-39. USSR supported Republican Loyalists while Hitler & Mussolini supported Franco

FDR supported Central American Dictators
· They promised to promote stability & preserve American economic interests

· Cuban revolution threatened US interests FDR backed dictator Fulgencio Batista

· Anastasio Somoza seized power in Nicaragua in 1937. FDR told he was an S.O.B dictator replied: “but he’s our S.O.B.”
US Isolationism
· Johnson Debt Default Act 1934, Banned loans to foreign governments in default to the US on their WWI debt

· 1935 Senate rejected a treaty to allow US participation in a World Court

· Gerald Nye Committee 1934- investigated manufacture/armament sales in WWI revealing huge profits by US financiers BUT were inconclusive in determining if covert efforts by these groups aided US entry into WWI on the allied side  

Neutrality Acts 1935-1939
1st Neutrality Act 1935-36

·  Presidential Embargo of munitions to all belligerents in war

· US citizens could travel on belligerent vessels or into war zones at their own risk

· Created a Federal Agency to OK arms exportation to any nation

· It was first used in Oct 1935 when Italy attacked Ethiopia

2nd Neutrality Act 1936-1937
Extended the 1st Neutrality Act

· Added a Prohibition against extending loans or credit to belligerents

· Jan 6, 1937 extended to “Civil Wars” since Spain’s War had begun

· Aug 7, US stated it would not interfere in Spain’s Civil War

· April 1, 1939- US recognized the government in Spain

3rd Neutrality Act May 1, 1937

· Embargo Expanded, listing commodities limited to cash-&-carry system, effectively limiting US ships carrying goods into war zones

· Wording, however, permitted the President to delay implementing it, when fighting was renewed by Japan against China in July 1937 

3rd Neutrality Act May 1, 1937

· The President had to recognize an armed conflict existed before the embargo was valid 

· US shipped much aid to China before FDR officially declared the embargo in 1937 after Japan invaded China 

· Embargo applied to Armaments & not Raw Materials that could produce munitions, allowing Japan to purchase from US sources such items as scrap iron, copper, & oil

4th Neutrality Act 4 Nov 1939
· After Germany invaded Poland, Congress in special session, repealed the arms embargo

· Allowed belligerents to purchase munitions on a cash-&-carry basis that favored Britain

FDR’s Quarantine Speech Oct 1937
· “When an epidemic of physical disease starts to spread, the community approves and joins in a quarantine of the patients in order to protect the health of the community against the spread of the disease. . . . Most important of all, the will for peace must express itself to the end that nations that may be tempted to violate their agreements & the rights of others will desist from such a course. . . . There must be positive endeavors to preserve peace . . .Therefore, America actively engages in the search for peace.”

FDR’s Quarantine Speech
· Recent aggression by Italy & Japan, called for “positive endeavors” to “quarantine” the aggressors. Using Economic Embargoes.

· Isolationists feared a moral quarantine would lead to a shooting quarantine

· US Gunboat, the Panay, sunk Dec 1937 by Japan in Chinese waters killing 2 wounding 30, Japan apologized & paid proper indemnity

· US civilians in China subjected to degradation

Hitler Violates Treaty of Versailles

· Compulsory Military Training 1935

· Marched into the German Demilitarized Rhineland 1936

· Persecuted & Exterminated Jewish population in areas under his control

· Organized Airforce and mechanized ground divisions

· Marched into Austria (Anschluss) 1938

· Took the Sudetenland from Czech 1938

Hitler-Stalin Non Aggression Pact 1939
· Sept 1, 1939 Germany attacked Poland

· Britain & France as per treaties declared war

· 1939 Proclamation of Neutrality allowing European democracies to purchase war materials transported on their own ships

· Demand for War Goods ended the recessions of 1937-1938

· Jewish Refugee Albert Einstein warned FDR Germans were working on an Atomic Bomb

“Phony War”

· Lull in fighting in the winter of 1939-40

· Finland fell to USSR 12 March 1940

· Norway & Denmark fell in April  & Hitler launched his “Blitzkrieg” (lightening War) against The Netherlands, Luxembourg & Belgium by May of 1940 turning next towards France 

French Surrender June 14, 1940
· The Maginot Line proved useless & British troops fled back across the Channel from Dunkirk. 

· Premier Paul Reynaud resigned as Marshall Henri-Philippe Petain took over the puppet pro-Nazi French gov’t in Vichy June 17

· June 18,1940  a French gov’t-in-exile in London led by 
Gen Charles De Gaulle pledged continued resistance to Germany

After France fell FDR & Congress Moved towards War 

· Appropriate $37 Million

· Conscription Law Sep 6, 1940

· Havana Conference 1940 US agreed with its 20 New World neighbors the upholding of the Monroe Doctrine. If a mother country fell to Germany, those affected colonies would be maintained by other Western Hemisphere nations

Battle of Britain

· August 1940 German Air Attacks raged over the British Isles

· The Royal Air Force defense of the Isles postponed Hitler's Invasion Plans

· Britain needed Destroyers to battle with German U-Boats & FDR agreed to transfer 50 old destroyers in exchange for 8 valuable defense sites leased for 99 years from Newfoundland to S. America Sept. 1940

3rd Term for FDR in 1940 Election

· Lend Lease Law approved March 1941 sent American arms to victims of aggression and they would return the arms when the war ended.” Send Guns Not Sons”

· Lend Lease--an economic declaration of war

· May 21, 1941 Unarmed US Merchant ship, the Robin Moor, torpedoed by German subs outside the war zone
Hitler attacked Soviet June 1941
· FDR extended Lend Lease $$$ to USSR

· Atlantic Conference between Churchill & FDR formulated the “8 Point Atlantic Charter” Aug 14, 1941 -became the blueprint for the United Nations
1) Renounce Aggression
2) Self Determination of peoples
3) Equal access to raw materials
4) Guarantees for freedom from want, & fear
5) Freedom of Seas
6) Disarmament of Aggressor Nations 

FDR Orders Shoot On Sight
· July 1941 FDR ordered the Navy to escort lend-lease shipments

· German Submarines  attacked US Destroyer Greer in the neutral zone,

· Destroyer Escort Kearny damaged off of Iceland

· USS Destroyer Rueben James was the 1st US warship sunk in the war of of Iceland with the loss of 100 American lives

Japanese time line to Pearl Harbor
· 1939 US cancelled 1911 Commercial Agreement

· 1940 US imposed embargo on airplane fuel oil & scrap metals- Reg Oil was permitted 

· Japan took over French Indo China 1940-41

· July 1941 Japanese assets frozen in US

· With negotiations going on Dec. 7, 1941 Japanese attacked Hawaii destroying 4 US Battleships (AZ, Ca, Ut, Ok) & seriously damaging 2 (WV, NV) 19 Ships sunk, 170 planes lost, 2,403 killed & 1,178 wounded

· Dec 7 FDR asked Congress to declare war on Japan: Vote in the Senate 82-0, Vote in the House 388-1, Jeanette Rankin (MT) who voted against WWI was the only vote against both Wars

· Dec 11- Under the Tripartite Pact, Germany & Italy declared war on the US

· The US Reciprocated by Declaring War December 11, 1941 by  Unanimous Vote in the Senate & House of Representatives

