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 AP US History

Democratic Governor 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt wins the 1932 Election

· Crippled with Polio in 1921 he pledges a New Deal for Americans with his 3 R’s Program: Relief, Recovery, & Reform

Emergency Banking Relief Act 1933 

· Invested Power to the President to regulate bank transactions & foreign exchange & reopen solvent banks

· Declared a 4 day Nationwide Bank Holiday March 6 -10

· Hundred Days Congress- March 9- June 16,1933 passed Progressive Legislation:

30 Fireside Chats to 35 million Americans
· Assuring Americans it was SAFE to place money back in the bank

· Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act- provided FDIC to $5000

· Ordered All Gold to be surrendered to the Treasury in exchange for paper currency taking away the Gold Standard

Managed Currency to Create Inflation
· Gold Buying at increased prices by the Treasury driving the price from $21 per oz. in 1933 to $35. per oz. in 1934. 
Although criticized, the policy was meant to increase $$$ in circulation at an inflated price thereby stimulating production.

· FDR returned to a Limited Gold Standard for International Trade Feb 1934

The Cabinet & the Brain Trust
· Cabinet consisted of Republicans & Democrats rarely agreeing with each other
· Republican Harold Ickes -Sec of Interior ran the PWA spending Millions on Permanent Improvements

· Republican Henry Wallace- Sec of Agriculture

Alphabet Soup Economics
· Civilian Conservation Corps- (CCC)- Provided Employment in Fresh Air Gov’t Camps: Swamp Drainage, Forestry
· Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)- Provided $$ for farmers to meet mortgages

· Through an “Artificial Scarcity” they created “Parity Prices” for commodities with real value purchasing power of prices from 1909-14: Paying farmers not to produce and eliminate price-depressing surpluses

· Subsidized Scarcity Raised Farm Income But the Supreme Court killed the AAA in 1936

· Civil Works Administration (CWA)- Provided temporary jobs

· Works Progress Administration (WPA)- Granted $11 Billion For Useful Projects on public building, bridges, & roads & ALSO funded actors, musicians, & writers employing some 9 million people over 8 years

Alphabet Soup Economics

· Federal Emergency Relief Administration  (FERA)- headed by Harry Hopkins, granted some $3 billion to states for wages on work projects
· Home Owners Loan Corp. (HOLC)- Refinanced mortgages on Non Farms

· National Recovery Admin (NRA)- headed by Robert Wagner Designed to assist Industry, Labor, & Unemployed.
Labor allowed to organize disallowing yellow dog or anti union contracts. 
Industry used Fair Competition Codes.
· Public Works Admin (PWA)- Headed by Harold Ickes spent $4 Billion of 34,000 projects

Dust Bowl & Black Blizzards
· 1933 Drought hit Missouri, Ark., Ks., Texas, & Oklahoma led to foreclosures as 1000s of Refugees fled to California 

Dust Bowl Migrations

· John Steinbecks Novel Grapes of Wrath tells of the ordeal of  “Okies,” & “Arkies”

· 1934 Frazier-Lemke Farm Bankruptcy Act 5 year suspension of mortgage foreclosures but Court voided the Unconstitutional law

· Resettlement Administration moved farmless farmers to better land & CCC planted 200 million trees on bare prairies
New Deal Legislation

· 1934 Indian Reorganization Act encouraged tribes to establish local self government reversing Dawes Act of 1887

· Tennessee Valley Authority- Public Utility envisioned by Nebraska Sen. George Norris brought employment and cheap electric power, low cost housing, abundant cheap nitrates, restoration of eroded soil, reforestation, improved navigation & flood control to the Southern Region of the US

New Deal Battled Big Business
· Truth in Securities Act (Fed Securities Act) 1933-Required Transmission of Soundness of Companies selling stock & bonds

· Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) 1934- a Watchdog Administrative Agency to protect against public fraud, deception and inside manipulation of securities.

Housing Reform
· Fed Housing Admin (FHA) 1934- loans to householders to make improvements
· US Housing Authority (USHA) 1937- loans to states or communities for low-cost construction of homes
Social Security Act 1935

· Labor Relations Board Unemployment Insurance, Old Age Pensions, Survivors Insurance --paid on retirement at age 65-- aid to disabled, maternity care, public health work, &vocational rehabilitation financed by a 3% payroll tax on employer and employee

· After strikes in San Francisco, Minneapolis, and Toledo, Roosevelt supported the National Labor Relations Act of 1935 asserting labor’s right to organize & bargain collectively by establishing a:

· Outlawed Blacklisting

· Made Federal Gov’t a regulator, in management/labor relations

Organizing Unskilled Workers by Militant & Committed Labor Leaders
“Brass Knuckle Unionism”

· 1936- 3 Rubber Plants in Akron went on a Sit Down Strike

· Sit down Strikes in Atlanta, and Flint forced GM to accept the UAW

· Ford hired Gunmen & after a bloody struggle accepted the UAW

· US Steel accepted Steel Workers Organizing Committee’s 40 hour week 
& an 8 hour day

Minorities in the 1930s

· Scottsboro, Ala. 9 blacks found guilty by an all white jury of raping 2 young white girls were Sentenced to death BUT the Supreme Court ordered new trials on the grounds that thy did not receive a fair trail.

· The Black Cabinet headed by Mary McLeod Bethune picketed & protested to obtain jobs & civil rights. Eleanor Roosevelt suggested her appointment to the advisory committee of the NYA 

Supreme Court

· FDR takes oath January 20, 1937 as per the 20th amendment

· After being shut down by a Conservative Court 7 times he asked Congress for legislation to allow him to add a new justice for each justice over 70 , in an attempt to Pack the Court. 
Congress shot him down.

