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America Turns INWARD after WW I
· Denouncing Foreign “Radical Ideas”

· Condemning Un-American lifestyles

· Shutting the Immigration Gates

· Plunging into a decade of homegrown prosperity

Bolshevik Revolution of 1917
· Heightened Tensions as an epidemic of Labor Strikes resulted in higher prices

· Consumers blamed workers for the rising cost of living and Native born Americans identified Unions with Radicalism and Foreigners

Red Summer of 1919
· Nearly 4 million workers on strike: Seattle General Strike
Boston Police Strike 
Steel Strike (US Steel) & Coal Strike

The Red Scare of 1919-20

· Atty. General A. Mitchell Palmer “The Fighting Quaker” led a nationwide crusade arresting 1000s of suspected communists

· J. Edgar Hoover arrested innocent aliens lacking US Citizenship and suspected of anarchy and face deportation without a formal trial

“Palmer Raids”
· Dec 1919 “Soviet Ark,” the USS Buford deported 294 radicals including Emma Goldman & Alexander Berkman 

· Jan 1920---6000 radicals rounded up in NY & held w/o specific charges & denied legal counsel in violation of their civil liberties.

· Absurdity when “Patriotic Prisoners” in a Chicago jail refused to share a cell with arrested radicals

Sacco-Vanzetti Case
· Arrested for Robbery and Murder-- Self Proclaimed Anarchists & Italian immigrants, who evaded the draft and were armed at the time of their arrest 

· Convicted in 1921, they sat on Death Row for 6 years while supporters appealed their verdicts

Sacco-Vanzetti Executed August 23, 1927

· Questionable whether received a fair trial or not. Judge Thayer referred to them as “Dagos” during the trial.  


The New Klan
· The movie Birth of a Nation sparked a KKK revival at Stone Mountain Georgia by History Teacher William J. Simmons

· “Native White Protestant Supremacy”

· The new Klan was urban & targeting Blacks, Jews, & Catholics

· Included Pres. Harding in 1923

· By 1925, 3 million members included a strong contingency of 500,000 women in the WKKK

Congressional Investigation exposed Klan as a racket

· Membership Declined as Battles between rival factions and disclosures of corruption hurt Klan’s image.

· Grand Dragon David Stephenson of Indiana, kidnapped and sexually assaulted his former secretary driving her to suicide in 1925 which led to a further  decline in Klan membership

Religious Fundamentalism

· Debate between Liberal Protestants, Modernists, & Fundamentalists came to a boil with scientific discoveries such as as Darwin’s Theory while Fundamentalists favored a literal interpretation of the Bible.

· Major denominations went through internal conflicts splitting off to form their own churches: Including Billy Sunday & Aimee Semple McPherson

Fundamentalist Opposed Scientific Education “Monkey Trial”
· John Scopes found Guilty of violating Tennessee's Butler Law:  that Teaching Evolution destroyed faith in God and Bible

· Defended by Clarence Darrow & prosecuted by William Jennings Bryan,  and reported by H.L. Mencken of the Baltimore Sun Times 

· 1st Live Broadcast via WGN

Renewed Nativism Halts Immigration

· “New Immigration” of 1920-21 floods 800,000 from mostly Southern & Eastern Europe to America

· Emergency Quota Act 1921 set a 3% limit on arrivals of national origin living in US from 1910 census 

· Immigration Act 1924 Reduced national origin to 2% shifting quota from the 1890 census & shut Japanese out

Prohibition of Alcohol
· 18th Amendment of 1919 & the Volstead Act (National Prohibition Enforcement)- was largely anti-immigrant, anti-black legislation

· Corner saloons were replaced by Speakeasies supplied from Canada & West Indies Rumrunners 

· Bootleggers supplied Home Brew, Rotgut and Bathtub Gin 

Organized Crime profit by Prohibition

· Al Capone (Scarface) netted $millions, from Prostitution, Gambling, Narcotics, from Labor Unions, & Protection $$

· Gang wars include the 
1929 St. Valentine Massacre

· Organized Crime nets between $12-18 Billion Annually more than the Fed Govt.

Prosperity of the 1920s
· Sec of Treasury Andrew Mellon’s tax policies favored rapid expansion

· Cheap energy from new Oil Fields

· Henry Ford’s Assembly Line

· Advertising sparked Consumption

· Credit Economy- buys Radios, Refrigerators, vacuum Cleaners
Sports becomes a Big Business

· Babe Ruth- Baseball

· Jack Dempsey-Boxing 

Detroit Evolved into Motown
· Fred W. Taylor- “Father of Scientific Management” made Management of Automobile Industry Efficient

· The Gasoline Age- sparked highway construction, & Oil Production in Okla., Texas, & Calif.

· The Automobile created Great Social Changes leading to Suburbanization while changing Leisure time.
Air Age
· Wright Bro.'s Invent Air Plane at Kitty Hawk, N.C. in 1903 

· 1920- 1st Transcontinental Airmail route between NY & San Francisco

· 1927- Charles Lindbergh 1st to cross the Atlantic on the Spirit of St. Louis
Radio, Hollywood and Filmmaking
· Nov 1920-- KDKA Pittsburgh 1st Radio Station Broadcast

· 1903 Great Train Robbery shown in “Nickelodeons” 

· 1915 D.W. Griffith’s Birth of A Nation glorified the KKK

· 1927 Talking “Pix” The Jazz Singer with Al Jolson a white performer performed in Black Face
Dynamic Decade: The 1920s
· Margaret Sanger- Organized Birth Control Movement

· 1923 Nat’l Women's Party campaigned for an Equal Rights Amendment

· Flappers in Bobbed Hairdos & elevated hemlines & one piece Bathing Suits

· Psychiatrist Sigmund Freud claimed health demanded sexual gratification

Marcus Garvey & The UNIA
· Resolution to League of Nations:
Affirmed “the rights of Europe for Europeans, Asia for Asiatics, & Africa for Africans”

· Denounced White Philanthropy & the Interracial NAACP 

· $10 Million donated to his Back to Africa Movement

· Black Star lines failed & he was arrested for Alleged Mail Fraud in 1927

Jazz Age & Harlem Renaissance

· W.C. Handy Father of Blues

· Louis Armstrong, Lionel Hampton, Dizzy Gillespie, & Jelly Roll Morton brought New Orleans Jazz to Harlem

· Duke Ellington, Fats Waller, Fletcher Henderson

Black Literature and Art Flourished
· Black authors protested wrongs of society examining the African American Experience: Claude McKay, James Weldon Johnson, Alan Locke, Langston Hughes, W.E.B. DuBois, Nora Zeale Hurston   among others 

   1920s Literary Achievers
· H.L Mencken

· F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Ernest Hemingway

· Sherwood Anderson

· T.S. Eliot
· William Faulkner

· Ezra Pound

· Eugene O’Neill

· Sinclair Lewis
Wall Street’s Bull Market
· Germans Borrowed $$$ from US Banks to pay for WWI Reparations 

· $$$ Rolling In Invested in Florida Real Estate and Stock Market purchases on Margin

· 1926 Hurricane led to Real Estate Collapse and the German Default on Payments led to Bank Failures & to the 1929 Stock Market Crash

Bureau of Budget Created 1921

· To Prevent Haphazard & Extravagant Government Appropriations & curb money mad speculators

· Financial Debt skyrocketed between 1914 & 1921when a Republican Congress instituted a director to assist the president in preparing careful estimate of receipts & expenditures for submission to Congress as the Annual Budget

Secretary Mellon & the Millionaires

· Shifted the US Tax Burden from the Rich to the Middle Income Groups between 1921 & 1926

· Mellon felt high tax burden on the rich forced them to invest in tax-exempt securities rather than factories where prosperous payrolls were realized

· His pro-business regime dominated the Postwar Decade

