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Unlimited Submarine Warfare

· January 31, 1917 Germany announced they would sink all ships, Including Americans, in the War Zone violating the Sussex Pledge

Zimmerman Note
· March 1,1917 Intercepted  & Published note urging Mexico to join the Central Alliance with promises of recovering Texas, New Mexico and Arizona

· German U-Boats sank 4 Unarmed US Merchant Vessels during the 1st two weeks of March 1917

Cause and Effect of World War 1

Long Term Causes

· Forming of Opposing Alliances

· Tensions in the Balkans

· Rivalry between the Great Powers

· Military Buildup and Militarism

Immediate Causes

· Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

· German support of Austrian Aggression

· Austria-Hungary’s ultimatum to Serbia

· Germany’s Invasion of Belgium

“War to End All Wars”
· Wilson’s Idealism Proclaimed that this War would be fought “To Make the World Safe for Democracy”

· Only 6 senators & 50 members of the House Voted against the war, including the 1st women elected to Congress in 1916, former suffrage organizer Jeanette Rankin of Montana

Russian Provisional Government

· Supported by President Wilson & was led by Prince George Lvov and Social Democrat Alexander Kerensky

Vladimir Ilych Lenin

· Living in exile in Switzerland when the March revolution took place was aided by Germans to return to Russia & create internal strife

Bolshevik Revolutionaries

Karl Marx- German philosopher anticipated that  “a dictatorship of the proletariat” (workers) would be necessary to end capitalism 

Bolshevik Revolution

· November 6, 1917 Lenin led a Bolshevik Coup promising “Peace, Bread and Land” to the suffering masses while negotiating a peace with Germany 12/15/1917

Russian Revolution

· 1917 Revolution topples the Tsarist Regime taking Despotic Russia out of the Allied Powers as they make a separate peace with Germany in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 3, 1918

Wilson’s 14 Points
· Abolish Secret Treaties

· Freedom of the Seas

· Removal of Economic Barriers

· Reduction of Armaments

· Adjust Colonial Claims in the interest of native peoples & colonizers

· Self determination to minority groups

· League of Nations
Enforcing Loyalty

· Anti German Hysteria swept the US Teaching German was discontinued & Playing German Music stopped 

· Sauerkraut became “Liberty Cabbage” & Hamburger “Liberty Steak” 

· Espionage Act & Sedition Act 1917- 18 mildly Censored the Press & jailed anti war socialists,  & union members- including Eugene Debs & Bill Haywood
War, Workers, and Women

· National War Labor Board (NWLB) 1918- headed by Howard Taft arbitrated labor disputes by having employers give in to concessions during war

· Labor Shortages helped strengthen unions as the AF of L membership Doubled by the end of the War.

Women’s Council of National Defense
· Women helped with mobilization as Carrie Chapman sat on the board

· Harriet Stanton Batch headed the Food Administration’s Speakers Bureau

· The Navy hired women Yeoman and Factories hired women in traditional men’s jobs coercing President Wilson to back the 19th amendment  (Suffrage) as a result of their contributions

Mobilizing Labor

· Food Administration Board headed by Herbert Hoover managed a food relief campaign for Belgium:  Encouraged increased agricultural Production while conserving existing supplies

· Fuel Administration Board headed by Harry Garfield 

· Railroad Administration headed by William McAdoo, set limits on rates & employees wages 

· War Industries Board- headed by Bernard Baruch, allocated scarce materials established production priorities & set prices

The Great Migration North

· Some 150,000 Mexicans fleeing the Revolution lured by SW employers in Ariz., Calif., Col., Texas & New Mexico

· Between 1915 & 1930 Hundreds of Thousands of African Americans moved to New York and Chicago to work in factories but often met racial violence. 

· The Worst Riot in East St. Louis, Mo. Left 39 dead after whites went on a rampage

· The Selective Service Act of 1917 Combined central direction from Washington with local administration & civilian control

· W.E. B. DuBois in the NAACP magazine, “Crisis” urged Blacks to support the war since Blacks had more to gain in a democracy than an autocracy

Allied Victory in the West

· Wilson chose General Pershing to head The American Expeditionary Force (AEF)
· March 21, 1918 Germans launch an offensive On the Western Front to the Marne River 50 miles from Paris

· 60,000 US soldiers help French repel the Germans in the Battle of Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood in May & June

WW 1 Ends Nov 11 1918

· July 18 US & British stop Germans north of the Somme River
· Sept 1918 Pershing led 1 million US soldiers at the Meuse-Argonne campaign pushing the Germans back to the Selle River near Verdun

The Big 4 meet at the Paris Conference Jan 18, 1919

· Vittorio Orlando of Italy, David Lloyd George of England, Georges Clemenceau of France all Agreed to Wilson’s League of Nations. 
· Hate & Intolerance were legacies of the war & present at the Versailles Peace Conference as Clemenceau wanted to humiliate Germany for the destruction 

Wilson’s Failed Dream
· Most Americans supported the League But a Republican majority in the Senate blocked US participation in the League or US approval of the Peace Treaty

· Former Sen. Albert Beveridge felt the League would “denationalize America”

· Henry Cabot Lodge felt it would force Americans to fight wars for foreigners

Wilson Refused to compromise Article 10
· Trying to convince Americans of the rightness of his plan, Wilson toured the country giving 39 speeches in 29 cities over a 3-week period. 

· In Sept 1919, after a dramatic speech in Pueblo, Colorado he collapsed suffering a stroke & the country was w/o a President for a year & a half
