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AP US History

Schoolmaster in Politics
· 1902 President of Princeton University Woodrow Wilson rose to New Jersey Governor in 1910

· Won the Democratic Nomination for President in 1912 on a Progressive Platform dubbed the “New Freedom” 
Bull Moose Campaign 1912
· Roosevelt ran on a Third Party Progressive Republican Ticket dubbed “New Nationalism”

· Roosevelt and Taft split the Republican Ticket handing the election to Democrat Wilson.

Wilson’s “New Freedom” Favored. . . . .
· Small Business Entrepreneurship 

· A free functioning of unregulated and un- monopolized markets that shunned social-welfare

· Encouraged Competition

1st Southern President since 1861

· Wilson- a Pious, Stubborn, Idealistic Intellectual who was intolerant of stupid senators with “bungalow” minds was only the 2nd Democratic President since 1861

· Southern President that Accelerated Segregation of Blacks in the Federal Bureaucracy

“Triple Wall of Privilege”
· Wilson called for an all assault on the Tariff, Banks, and Trusts

· Underwood Tariff Bill Passed in 1913 with a substantial decrease in rates & import fees

· 16th Amendment called for a graduated income tax

Federal Reserve Act 1913

· Called for a Federal Reserve Board appointed by the President to oversee a nationwide system of 12 regional Reserve Banks.

· Regional Banks were actually Bankers’ Banks, the final authority of the Federal Reserve Board guaranteed a measure of Public Control

Federal Reserve Board Empowered . . . . . 
· To issue paper money: Federal Reserve Notes

· Increase Money in circulation as needed for the legitimate requirements of business

Federal Trade Commission Act of 1914 Empowered. . . . . 
· A Presidentially Appointed Commission to investigate industries engaged in Interstate Commerce.

· To Crush Monopolies engaging in Unfair Trade Practices, Unlawful Competition, False Advertising, Mislabeling, Adulteration, & Bribery

Clayton Anti-Trust Act of 1914“The Magna Carta of Labor”
· Added to the Sherman Act objectionable Business Practices: Price Discrimination  & Interlocking Directorates, 

· Exempted Labor & Agricultural Organizations from Prosecution while Legalizing Strikes & Peaceful Picketing.

Wilson’s Progressive Reforms

· Fed Farm Loan Act of 1916- Made Credit available to farmers at low rates

· Warehouse Act of 1916- Authorized loans on security of Staple Crops

· La Follette Seamen’s Act of 1915- Required decent treatment of sailors & a living wage on American merchant ships

Wilson’s Progressive Reforms

· Workingmen’s Compensation Act of 1916- assistance to Fed civil service employees during periods of disability

· Adamson Act of 1916- Established an 8 hour day for all employees on trains in Interstate Commerce.

· Nominated the 1st Jew to the Supreme Court, Louis Brandeis in 1916

Wilson As An Anti Imperialist

· Jones Act 1916 granted the Philippines territorial status & promised independence as soon as a stable gov’t could be established

· Repealed Panama Canal Tolls Act of 1912 that exempted US shippers from tolls

· Ended $ Diplomacy that gov’t would no longer support US investment In Latin America or China 

Wilson as an Imperialist

· Sent US Marines to Haiti to protect American lives & property during political disorder in 1914-15 and to the Dominican Republic in 1916

· Used Roosevelt Corollary to conclude a treaty that called for US supervision of finance & police 1916

· Purchased the Virgin Islands from Denmark in 1917

Mexican Revolution 1910

· Dictator Porfirio Diaz overthrown by President Francisco Madero who spoke of Liberty & Constitution prior to being murdered by one of his Generals 

· Wilson abhorred General Victor Huerta who took over the Mexican presidency & denied recognition of the new gov’t  pledging “to force him out”

Venustiano Carranza

· Carranza’s Constitutionalist movement, ardently Nationalist, rivaled Huerta & vowed to fight intervention by US troops

· Wanted recognition of Constitutionalists so they could buy weapons from the US

· Angered  after US Navy seized port of Vera Cruz 1914, in an effort to intercept German ship supplying arms to Huerta

Pancho Villa

· Rival of Carranza & reluctantly supplied by the US

· Killed 16 Americans in 1916 launching an attack by US General “Black Jack”  Pershing deep into Mexican territory

War in Europe 1914
· Central Powers- Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey & Bulgaria

· Allied Powers- France, Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan,

· Wilson issued a Neutrality Proclamation but anti German feelings escalated in the US with the German attack of neutral Belgium 

War Boom Prosperity

· British blockade of sea lanes made US trade with Germans almost impossible

· British & French war orders with an advance by JP Morgan of $2.3 Billion to Allies led to US prosperity

US/German Escalating Hostilities

· 1915 German plans for Industrial Sabotage found in an elevator in NY

· U-Boat War threatens US neutrality and Freedom of the Seas

· British Passenger Liner, Lusitania sunk in 1915 killing 128 Americans

Pacifist & Isolationist Opposition to the War

· Progressive Republicans Robert La Follette & George Norris

· Progressive Democrats including Secretary of State William J. Bryan

· Eugene Debs & Socialist Party

· A Philip Randolph identified this a white race conflict only

· Jane Addams Women's Peace Party
Sussex Pledge
· British Ship, Arabic sunk in August 1915 killing 2 Americans

· Germans sink the French merchant ship Sussex March 1916 & Wilson threatened to cut diplomatic relations

· Germans pledged not to attack passenger or merchant ships without warning

