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Progressives Waged War on the Evils of Society
· Monopolies

· Corruption

· Inefficiency and Social Injustice

· “Strengthen the State” using government as an agency of human welfare

Progressives insisted society in the machine age could no longer afford Laissez-Faire

· Bryan, Altgeld & Populists branded the corruption of  “Bloated Trusts”

· Henry Demarest Lloyd (1894) wrote “Wealth Against the Commonwealth” targeting Standard Oil

Intellectual Roots of Progressivism

· Thorstein Veblen wrote “Theory of the Leisure Class” (1899) attacking “Predatory Wealth” and “Conspicuous Consumption”

Intellectual Roots of Progressivism

· Jacob A. Riis deeply influenced TR with “How the Other Half Lives”
· Theodore Dreiser wrote “Financier” (1912) and “The Titan” (1914)

TR Labeled “Muckraker” Popular Journalists in 1906
· TR, annoyed by their dirt digging, felt their mudslinging campaigns were 
“one of the most potent forces for evil.”

· Reformer -Writers wrote articles in Harper’s Colliers., Atlantic Monthly, Everybody’s McClure’s & Cosmopolitan 
“to lay bare the muck of iniquity in American society.”

Muckrakers

· Lincoln Steffen’s - wrote a series of articles in McClure’s unmasking the corruption between business & municipal gov’t: 
“Tweed Days in St. Louis” & “The Shame of the Cities” (1902) 

Ida M. Tarbell

· Exposed the history of Standard Oil in a series of McClure articles “Mother of Trusts” (her father had been ruined by the oil interest)

· Muckraking magazines spent as much as $3000 to verify a single article fearing legal reprisals.

Muckrakers
· David G. Phillips- “The Treason of the Senate” charged 75 of the 90 senators worked for Trusts & Railroads (This 1906 article impressed TR)

· William Hard- exposed industrial accidents and child labor in “Making Steel and Killing Men (1907) & 
“De Kid Wot Works at Night” (1908)

Muckrakers

· John Spargo- “The Bitter Cry of Children” (1906)- plight of children

· Dr. Harvey W. Wiley- “Poison Squad”
Exposed experiments with habit forming drugs on the public

· Thomas W. Lawson- exposed the stock market corruption in series of articles “Frenzied Finance” (1905-6)
· Ray Stannard Baker-“Following the Color Line” (1908) exposed the plight of 9 million Blacks- of whom 90% still lived in the South & 1/3 were illiterate 

Progressive Reformers Wanted
· To Use State Power to curb Trusts

· To the Stem Socialist threat by improving the common person’s conditions of life and labor

· Pushed for direct primary elections to undercut power-hungry party bosses

· Pushed for Referendum to place laws on the ballot for final approval by the people

Rooting out Graft & Corruption

· Corrupt Practices Acts passed by several states limited the amount of money candidates could spend for their election

· 17th Amendment approved in 1913 established direct election of US senators 
-an effort to eliminate the Millionaires club

· Women's Suffrage movement gained support & finally passed in 1919

Reformers sought to change Inefficient Machine Oiled City Governments 

· 1901 Galveston Pioneered a reformed municipal gov’t with An Expert Staffed Commission to manage Urban Affairs

· Other communities adopted a City Manager System- designed to take politics out of municipal administration

· Reformers Attacked “Slumlords”, Juvenile Delinquency, & Prostitution 

Progressives in Cities & States
· Wisconsin Gov. Robert La Folette (1901) routed lumber & RR interest returning control to the people perfecting a scheme for regulating public utilities 

Progressives in Cities & States

· Gov. Hiram W. Johnson, 1910, regulated trusts through Public Utility Commissions and helped break the grip of Southern Pacific RR on California politics

· NY Gov. Charles Evans Hughes gained fame as an investigator of malpractices of gas, & insurance companies and by the coal trust
Sweatshops

· Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire 
(1911) burned 146, mostly young female workers & thrust the issue of unsafe & unsanitary conditions as well as child labor in harmful trades into the public eye

· Muller v. Oregon (1908) Louis Brandeis persuaded the Court to accept the constitutionality of laws protecting women’s weaker bodies from the harmful effects of factory labor

Reformers Successfully

· Secured Safety & Sanitation Codes

· Closed harmful trades to Juveniles

· Enacted Workers Compensation laws relieving workers from the burden of lawsuits to prove negligence on the part of the employer

· Secured laws setting maximum hours

· Secured laws setting minimum wages

Battling Social Ills

· Lochner v. New York (1905) shot down a law establishing a 10 hour day for Bakers BUT a 1917 the Court upheld the 10 hour day for factory workers

· WCTU- Woman’s Christian Temperance Union founded by Frances E. Willard joined with the Anti-Saloon League  & pushed through the 18th Amendment in 1919 temporarily Prohibiting liquor 
Teddy Roosevelt’s “Square Deal”
President’s Program embraced 3 Cs:

· Control of Corporations

· Consumer Protection

· Conservation of Natural Resources
· President acted during 1902 coal strike against millionaire George F. Baer on behalf of labor threatening to seize the mines & operate them with fed troops Forcing Arbitration

Square Deal Politics helped in “Trust Busting” legislation

· Dep’t of Commerce and Labor 1903

· Bureau of Corporations probed businesses in Interstate Commerce

· Elkins Act 1903 curbed RR rebates

· Hepburn Act 1906 curbed free passes hinting at Bribery and stipulated Maximum Rates
Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” Politics as the “Trustbuster” 

· Good Trusts- with public conscience

· Bad Trusts- Lusted greedily for power

· In 1904  The Court upheld antirust suit against Northern Securities a holding company organized by J.P. Morgan and James J. Hill 

· 1905 Court Declared Beef Trust Illegal

Upton Sinclair, “The Jungle” 1906 

· Exposed the plight of workers and business wrongdoings in Chicago Slaughterhouses

TR appointed an Investigating Committee & 

· Passed The Meat Inspection Act in 1906

· Food and Drug Act of 1906

Early attempts at conservation included the
· Desert land Act of 1877 gov’t sold land cheaply on condition it be irrigated in 3 years  

· Forest Reserve Act of 1891 set aside land for public forests for national parks 

· Carey Act 1894 distributed federal land on the condition it be settled & irrigated

TR’s & Environmental Protection

· Newlands Act 1902 Authorized Gov’t collection of $ for Western land sales using that $ to develop irrigation projects

· Roosevelt Dam 1911 across Arizona’s Salt River led to Dams on other Desert Rivers

· Set aside 125 million acres for forests & similarly earmarked millions of acres of coal and water

Money Panic of 1907

· Used by industrialists to attack TRs’ attack on Big Business BUT paved the way for long-overdue Fiscal Reforms.

· Aldrich-Vreeland Act 1908- Authorized nat’l banks to issue emergency $$ backed by collateral & set the path for the Federal Reserve Act of 1913

· Roosevelt Steps Down 1909

Taft criticized for Dollar Diplomacy
· Urged American Investment Abroad to Boost American Political Interest

· Involved in Manchuria, Honduras, Haiti, Cuba, Nicaragua, Panama Canal

· Court handed down  “Rule of Reason” that only those Trusts that unreasonably restrained trade were illegal

