The Path of Empire 1890-1899 
Chapter 29
Mr. O. Siflinger

AP US History

Imperialistic Expansionism
· 1890’s America burst with a new sense of power generated by booming population, wealth, & industry  

· Overseas Expansion Stimulated by the “Yellow Journalism” of Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst 

· Josiah Strong’s “Our Country: It’s Possible Future and Its present Crisis” Social Darwinism- the superiority of the Anglo-Saxon race and the need to spread the religion and values to the “backward” peoples of the world

· Alfred T. Mahan’s “Influence of Sea Power upon History” The need to become a two ocean naval power

James Blaine’s “Big Sister Policy”
· Aimed to Rally Latin America behind Uncle Sam’s leadership to open markets to Yankee Traders

· 1st Pan American Conference 1889 sketched a plan for cooperation through reciprocal tariff reductions 

US Diplomatic Crisis 1880-90s
· Samoan Crisis with Germany 1889

· 11 Italians lynched in New Orleans 1891

· Chilean conflict 1892

· Canadian crisis over seal hunting near Pribilof Islands Alaska 1893

· Venezuela conflict with Britain reached a head after the discovery of Gold 1895-6

Monroe Doctrine & Venezuela
· President Cleveland and Sec of State Richard Olney issue “20 Inch Gun Blast” note to Britain stating that the US calls the shots in the Western Hemisphere.

· War Hysteria swept the US but war was avoided after sober second thoughts by both sides and a British confrontation with Dutch Boers in S. Africa

Hawaii a 2nd Texas
· 1840 State Dept warned other powers “hands off” in Hawaii

· 1875 Commercial Reciprocity Agreement 

· 1887 Treaty guaranteeing naval-base rights at Pearl Harbor

· 1890 White Planters tried to annex Hawaii to overcome Barriers of the McKinley Tariff 

Queen Liliuokalani dethroned
· 1893 Unauthorized US troops assist in white minority revolt

· Treaty for annexation held up as Harrison’s term expired and “Old Grover” takes over with a platform of “national honesty”

· Move for annexation held up until 1898

Cuban Crisis 1895
· Wilson-Gorman Tariff 1894 placed stiff restrictions of Cuban imports to the US driving Cubans to revolt as Jose Marti led insurgents on a Scorched Earth Policy “Cuba must be free of Spain & the US”

· 1895 Spanish kill Marti and his martyrdom fuel flames of rebellion

Cuba Libre

· US newspapers aroused public sympathy for the Cuban cause with stories of atrocities and Concentration Camps. Cleveland urged Spain to grant the island limited autonomy 

McKinley wins Presidency 1896
· McKinley did not want war BUT an 1898 stolen letter written by Spanish diplomat Dupuy De Lome called McKinley “Weak” was published by Hearst inciting a public uproar 

The Maine February 15, 1898
· Ship stationed in Havana to rescue American citizens living in Cuba was ripped by a suspicious explosion

· Tabloids charged Spain with conspiracy & public demanded revenge for the death of 266 sailors

· April 11 McKinley asked Congress for a War Declaration that was issued April 29

Commodore Dewey in Manila
· Teddy Roosevelt accused McKinley of not having the backbone of Chocolate Éclair
· Assistant Sec of the Navy Teddy Roosevelt cabled Dewey to attack Spain in the Philippines in event of a Cuban war which he did May 1, 1899 


Germans defied US Blockade of Manila with a strong Naval Force

· US Troops arrive 8/13/1898 collaborate with leader Emilio Aguinaldo

· Hawaii needed as way station so McKinley approved annexation July 7, 1898 granting residents US citizenship

Splendid Little (10 week) War

· “Populists, Democrats, & Republicans are we, But we are all Americans to make Cuba free”

· Teddy Roosevelt led his Rough Riders to victory on San Juan Hill

· July 3 Spanish Fleet surrendered near Santiago Bay, Admiral Cervera defeated

· August 12 Spain surrendered 

Cuba made a protectorate
· US secured Cuban independence but nevertheless denied the island an official role in the proceedings.

· US businesses tightened their hold on Cuban sugar

Platt Amendment 1901 
 Cuba Promised . . . .
· To provide land for US bases

· To devote Nat'l funds to pay back debts to the US

· To sign No Treaty that would be detrimental to US interests

· Acknowledged the right of the US to intervene at any time to protect its interests in Cuba

Spain & US meet in Paris 1898

· America kicked Spain out of Cuba

· US Secured Guam, & Puerto Rico, paid Spain $20 Million for the Philippines

· Philippines Debate puts Anti-Imperialist League in conflict with Expansionists.

Foraker Act 1900

· Gave Puerto Rico limited gov’t

· 1917 granted Puerto Ricans US citizenship

· Americans cleaned up the island in the way of sanitation, education, transportation

Does the Constitution follow the Flag?

· Insular cases beginning in 1901 decreed the Flag did outrun the Constitution and the document did not extend with full force to the newly acquired lands.

· Congress was left with a free hand to determine the degree of applicability

