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American History
Beginning of the Reservation System 

· Treaties with Plains Indians signed at Ft. Laramie 1851 & Ft. Atkinson 1853

· Corrupt Federal Agents cheated Indians while seizing their lands 

· 1868-1890 War Raged in the West:
Colonel Chivington Massacred 400 Indians at Sand Creek, Colorado 1864

Captain Fettermen & 81 soldiers mutilated by Indians at the Bozeman Trail 1866

 Cavalry in Plains War Consisted of 

· Civil War Veterans included many Immigrants

· Buffalo Soldiers Established July 28, 1866 (Famous 10th Cavalry)

· 14 Buffalo Soldiers won the Congressional Medal of Honor with a Monument built for them at Ft. Leavenworth, Ks.

 Cruelty Begot Cruelty
· “No Good Indian like a Dead Indian” . . . . General Sherman Sheridan 

· Chief Joseph & Nez Perce of Idaho forced to war 1877 40% of Tribe died 

· Apache tribes of Arizona led by Geronimo finally subdued many sent to Oklahoma
Indigenous Population Demise due to 

· Transcontinental Railroad

· Repeating Rifle

· White Man’s Diseases

· Extermination of the Buffalo-Eliminated Source of Food, Clothes, Fuel, Ritual

· Millions of Buffalo were Reduced to less than a thousand by 1885

    Debate Over Fate of Indians

· Christian Reformers wanted Indians to give up their Native American Culture, Tribal Religion & assimilate into white society

· Hard-liners wanted Containment 

· Reformers pushed for Forced Assimilation Doctrine of the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 which remained policy until Indian Reorganization Act of 1934

     Dawes Severalty Act 1887

· Dissolved Tribes as legal entities 

· Ended Tribal Ownership of Land 

· Set up Heads of Families with 160 Acres 

· Granted Citizenship in 25 Years “if they behaved like good White Settlers”

· Reservation land not allotted to Indians were to be sold to Railroads & White Settlers with proceeds to educate Indians 
Helen Hunt Jackson touched American morality
· Publishing “A Century of Dishonor” in 1881 & “Ramona” in 1884 chronicling governmental ruthlessness in dealing with Indians

  The Mining Frontier subdued the Continent

· “Fifty-Niners”- left to find Gold & Silver at Pike’s Peak in the Rockies

· Comstock Lode- Nevada Gold & Silver finds1859 “Motherlode”

· “Helldorados”finds in Montana, Idaho

· Precious metals helped finance the Civil War, Building of Railroads as Silver Senators represented “acreage states” of the West

Men & Women sought fortunes in the Wild West 

· Women Won an Equality With Men Earning the right to Vote in: 

· Wyoming in1869, 

· Utah in 1870

· Colorado in 1893

· Idaho in 1896

Cowboys brought Beef to Market

· Transcontinental Railroads Industrialized the Meat-Packing Business as the “Beef Barons” Armour and Swift brought Texas Longhorns to stockyards in Kansas City & Chicago then shipped meat in Refrigerated Cars to the East Coast

Cow Towns

Homesteader and Cowboy in conflict

· Barbed Wire Fences across Cattle Ranges perfected by Joseph Glidden in 1874 

· Winter of 1886-87 killed thousands of cattle

· Overexpansion & Overgrazing hurt Cattle Business

African Americans Found Freedom in the West

· Approximately 5000 cowboys were African American

· Nat Love (Deadwood Dick) became immortalized by Dime Store Novels

· Hollywood in later years made movies that depicted  many of the famous cowboys as White

Exodusters 

· African Americans fled the South between 1879-80

· Exodus Westward after book of Exodus from the Bible

Exodusters

· Henry Adams set up separate communities to provide economic prosperity in the West 

· Benjamin “Pap”  Singleton felt a God Given mission to lead African Americans out of the South  and to Kansas (the promised land)

Homestead Act of 1862

· Western Homesteaders could acquire up to 160 acres of land by living on it 5 years. 

· Act was meant to fill empty spaces and provide a stimulus to the family farm
· Land Grabbing Promoters & Unscrupulous corporations grabbed the best properties containing oil, timber & minerals

Great American Desert

· Treeless Prairie Soil thought to be sterile proved Fruitful Luring sodbusters because of world wide high Wheat Prices

· Russian Wheat imported because of severe Drought & cold

· Sorghum & drought resistant grains grown

· Barbed Wire perfected by1874 

· Dams diverted rivers irrigating the Desert

Closing of the Frontier 1890

· Frederick Jackson Turner’s “Significance of the Frontier in American History” called the frontier  a Safety Valve providing opportunities for farmers ranchers, laborers for the city’s unemployed

· For Turner, the deeper significance of the frontier lay in the effects of this social recapitulation on the American character. "The frontier," he claimed, "is the line of most rapid Americanization." The presence and predominance of numerous cultural traits -- "that coarseness and strength combined with acuteness and acquisitiveness; that practical inventive turn of mind, quick to find expedients; that masterful grasp of material things... that restless, nervous energy; that dominant individualism" -- could all be attributed to the influence of the frontier. 

Western Large Scale farming tied to banking, rail, & manufacturing

· Harvesting Wheat was aided by the invention of the Twine Binder & Combine Reaper-Thresher 1870s & 80s

· Agricultural Modernization made America the worlds breadbasket  

· After the Panic of 1873 hopes of farmers  began to fade

By 1880s Farmers at mercy of
Harvester, Barbed Wire & Fertilizer Trusts 

· Deflated Prices resulting from competitive world market 

· Foreclosures on Mortgaged Homesteads

· Ruinous Interest Rates

· Farm Tenancy was spreading rather than farm ownership

· Grasshoppers, & Cotton Boll Weevil

The Grange Movement  was spirited by Oliver H. Kelley & Patrons of Husbandry 

· Took on the Plight of Farmers to escape the clutches of Trusts & in 1874 passed Granger Laws in Midwest

· Established cooperatively owned stores, grain elevators, & warehouses

· Grangers in Politics strove to regulate railway rates, storage fees 

· Wabash Case 1886 hurt Grangers 

Farmers Alliances & Populism

· White Farmers’ Alliances excluded Blacks

· Led by Ignatius Donnelly and Mary Elizabeth Lease sought to relieve the misfortunes of the farmers.

· Colored Farmers Alliance formed 1880s

