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AP American History

Land and Labor

· Lincoln’s Primary Aim was National Unity

· Central Issue in Reconstruction was the place of the African American in Society

· Federal Troops invaded & occupied the South seeking to restore plantation agriculture BUT with wage labor

Southern Economy Destroyed

· Banks & Businesses locked their doors victims of “Runaway Inflation”

· Factories Dismantled

· Transportation System Completely Broken Down

· Agriculture hopelessly crippled

· Planter Aristocrats reduced to Proud Poverty

Freedmen’s Bureau

· Created by Congress 3/ 3/ 1865

· Welfare agency providing food, clothing, medical care, & education both to Freedmen & to white Refugees 

· Headed by General Oliver O. Howard (Founder of Howard University)

Lincoln’s 10% Reconstruction Plan
· 1863 States could be reintegrated to the Union when 10% of voters in the election of 1860 had taken an oath of allegiance to the US & pledged to abide by Emancipation

· Wade Davis Bill 1864 passed by Republicans fearing the restoration of a Planter Aristocracy required 50% of voters to take oath of allegiance & stronger safeguards for emancipation before readmission.  Lincoln Vetoed the Bill

Tailor -President Andrew Johnson

The Wrong Man in the Wrong Place at the Wrong Time

· The Only senator from a Confederate State loyal to the Union, believed Rebels were dupes of Slaveholding Secessionists

· Johnson made it clear how he felt prior to the assassination: “I would arrest them, try them, convict them, & hang them”

Defender of Slavery

· Accepted Emancipation because of hatred of slaveholders more than a sympathy for slaves

· Held Racist convictions: Africans were “inferior to the white man in point of intellect--better calculated in physical structure to undergo drudgery and hardship.” Inauguration eve he reiterated a belief in a “White Man’s Government” 

Johnson hated the Planter Aristocrats but agreed with Lincoln
South never Legally Seceded from the Union & Johnson issued his own Reconstruction Proclamation on 5/29/1865

· Disenfranchised those Confederates with taxable properties worth more than $20,000, as well as CERTAIN LEADING Confederates

Johnson's Reconstruction Plan

· Special State Conventions to Repeal Ordinances of Secession 

· Repudiate Confederate Debts 

· Ratify the slave-freeing 13th amendment

· States complying with conditions would be swiftly Readmitted to the Union

Southern Resistance & Black Codes

· States met to draft new State Constitutions. Rejecting equality, legislators argued for special laws to keep Blacks subordinate

· Blacks could own property, make contracts, marry legally, sue & be sued
· Black Codes made a travesty of freedom as scores of laws subjected Blacks to every sort of Discrimination

Core of Black Codes was Labor

· S.Carolina limited Blacks to Farm work or Domestic Service by requiring them to pay annual taxes of $10 to $100 to work in any other field

· Mississippi demanded each year Blacks possess written evidence of employment or be declared a Vagrant subject to fine or Involuntary Plantation Labor

Core of Black Codes was Labor

· Most states allowed judges to bind Black children--orphans, or others whose parents were unable to support them-- to white employers.

· Under so-called apprenticeship laws, courts bound out thousands of black children to planter “guardians,” often over protests of their parents

Johnson a Defender of State’s Rights

· Refusing to intervene, he shared the White Southern view to restore White Supremacy 

· Black Codes did not offend him

· He issued 14,000 Special Pardons to Wealthy Ex-Confederates enjoying the sight of former Aristocrats lining up humbly to beg for forgiveness 

Did Richmond move to Washington?
· By Acquiescing on Black Codes, Accepting New Southern Gov’ts even when they failed to meet minimal demands, & pardoning planters, Johnson Won Useful Allies

· Election of 1865 Southerners chose former Confederates, to represent them in Congress; Including 4 former Generals & Alexander Stephens VP of the Confederacy

· Johnson granted them immediate clemency

Whitewashed Rebels elected to Congress angered Republicans
· Johnson announced on 12/6/1865, that in his view the Union was Restored

· Johnson vetoed Extending the life  of the Freedmen’s Bureau Feb1866

· Congress struck back by Passing The Civil Rights Act in 1866, insuring Blacks American Citizenship while striking at the Black Codes. . . .Johnson Vetoed it but Congress Over rode his Veto
Republicans Push 14th Amendment
Fearing Southern Control of Congress
· Conferred Citizenship & Civil Rights on Freedmen

· Reduced Congressional & Electoral College representation on state denying black ballot

· Disqualified from Federal & State office former Confederates 

· Guaranteed Federal Debt while Repudiating Confederate Debts

Election of 1866 Gave Republicans a 2/3 majority in both Houses
· Charles Sumner & Thaddeus Stevens led Radical Republicans in the Senate

· Opposed to rapid restoration of South wanting to keep them out while applying federal power to bring about drastic social & economic changes

Reconstruction Act 1867

· Divided South into 5 Military Districts each commanded by a General & 20,000 troops

· Disenfranchised thousands of Confederates

· Laid down Stringent conditions for readmission of seceded states & requiring ratification of the 14th amendment

· FULL SUFFRAGE for former male slaves

Civil War Amendments

· 13th Amendment - Ended Slavery

· 14th Amendment- Granted Citizenship

· 15th Amendment- Prohibited right to vote on the basis of race, color, previous condition of servitude

· Feminist Leaders, Elizabeth Cady Stanton or Susan B. Anthony,  were unable to obtain voting rights in spite of all of their hard work in the abolitionist cause

Southern Blacks Organize

· Between 1868 & 76, 14 Black Congressmen & 2 Senators Hiram Revels & Blanche K. Bruce of Mississippi served in Washington

· Scalawags- Southerners, often former Unionist & Whigs, accused of Plundering the Treasuries of Southern States 

· Carpetbaggers -Sleazy Northerners who packed all their goods in a carpetbag  & came South for power & profit

Ku Klux Klan

· Beginning in Pulaski, Tennessee, responsible for escalating atrocities against former slaves & white sympathizers, they worked to undermine attempts to empower Blacks politically 

Johnson’s Impeachment

· House passed Tenure of Office Act requiring the President to secure the consent of Senate prior to removing appointees previously approved 

· Johnson dismissed Ed Stanton, Sec of War, in  1868 & the House of Reps immediately impeached him for high crimes & Misdemeanors voting 126 to 47

· Senate Voted Not Guilty on 5/16/1868
Purchase of Alaska- Sewards Folly
· In 1867 Secretary Of State William Seward, an ardent expansionist, signed a treaty with Russia purchasing Alaska for $7.2 Million 

