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AP American History

Issues dividing the Union came to a head over Federal Forts in the South
· Union Garrison sent to provision Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor was considered by the S. Carolina gov’t as an act of aggression.

· April 12, 1861 S.C. opened fire forcing the garrison to surrender 

Shelling Fort Sumter Electrified the North

· Lincoln turned defeat into a victory 

· April 15 Lincoln called for a militia

· April 19 & 27 blockade of Southern Ports

· Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee & N.C. Reluctantly joined the 7 Confederate states bringing the total to 11 states 

Border States 

· Lincoln treated Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware, & W. Virginia carefully. If they joined the Confederacy they might have won

· Border states would have doubled the Confederate manufacturing capabilities

· Kentucky Needed since the Ohio River bordered Kentucky & it’s tributaries, the Cumberland & Tennessee, lead into the Deep South 

Lincoln did not want to lose the Butternut region
· Ohio, Indiana, Illinois was settled by Southerners that brought prejudices with them--to keep them loyal--Lincoln Publicly declared he was not trying to free blacks but rather to save the Union

· Most of the 5 Civilized Tribes owned slaves & sided with the Confederacy

Competent Southern Military Leaders
· Robert E. Lee & Stonewall Jackson led the Southern Forces

· South’s economy was their weakness & the north’s greatest strength 

· North controlled the Sea & had a larger reserve of manpower

· North able to keep European Powers out of the War

Unemployment for some better than hunger for all

· English manufacturers had a surplus of cotton in 1861 but a series of bad harvests resulted in a shortage of grain.

· Since British were forced to buy huge quantities of Corn & Wheat from US. The British relationship with the North was more favorable

English Neutrality Tested

· The Trent Affair in 1861could have opened hostilities between the North & England

· “Unneutral” building of the Alabama   - A Confederate Commerce Raider- by British shipbuilders made Canada a vulnerable target of Union aggression 

Crisis Averted

· 1863 John Laird & Sons constructed 2 iron warships for Confederates violating neutrality, US Minister Charles Adams warned releasing the Rams would lead to a full scale war with the Union. London relented purchasing the ships for it’s own Navy

Irish Americans Hatred of England led to . . . .
· 2 invasions of Canada in 1866 & 1870

· Washington permitted the violations of Canadian neutrality - (perhaps since there were so many Irish voters)

· British Parliament established the Dominion of Canada 1867 to bolster Canadians politically & spiritually against US vengeance

Napoleon III sends an Army to Occupy Mexico City 1863

· Taking advantage of America’s internal problems France sends Austrian Archduke Maximillian as Emperor of Mexico violating the Monroe Doctrine

· 1865 Sec of State Seward prepared to send troops South & in 1867 a Mexican firing squad assassinated Maximillian

Disunion in the Union

· Northern Armies were Volunteers until 1863 when Congress was forced to pass Federal Conscription Law

· The Rich hired substitutes soldiers for $300

· NY Riot 1863 as underprivileged  & anti-black Irish called for an End to Draft

· Volunteers could pocket $1000 as “bounty brokers” recruited at home & abroad

“Rich man’s fight, Poor man’s war”

· South had to resort to Conscription 1862

· Rich could hire substitutes or purchase an exemption

· Slave owners or Overseers with 20 slaves could also claim an exemption

· Mountain Whites often resisted Conscription and were branded Tories, Traitors or Yankee lovers

Economic Stresses of War 

North had less financial stress

· Increased Excise Taxes on Tobacco & Alcohol  

· 1st Income Tax netted Millions

· Morill Tariff Act 1861,increased existing tariff from 5% to 10% to protect manufacturers hit by internal taxes. Protective Tariffs became associated with the Republican Party

Economic Stresses of War

· Issued Greenbacks totaling $450 million face value inadequately supported by Gold but whose value was determined by Credit

· Bond Sales marketed through the Banking House of Jay Cooke & Co.

· A National Banking System authorized by Congress 1863

 Economic Stresses in the South

· Union Blockade choked off collection of Custom Duties

· 10% taxes on Farm produce conflicted with State’s Righters anti taxation position

· Confederate Bonds sold at home & abroad

· Poorly backed Confederate Money printed lead to Runaway Inflation( Finally worth 1.6c to the $1.00- A 9000% inflation Rate)

The War bred a millionaire class
· The War Joined Military Need with  new & Innovative Machinery 

· New Factories were sheltered by new protective tariffs

· Soaring Prices hurt workers but benefited manufactures & business people

· Mechanical Reaper dethroned King Cotton

· Oil & Coal discovered in Pennsylvania 1859

· New Opportunities for Women workers

