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The Power of the Pen
· Harriet Beecher Stowe’s book “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in 1852 lead to Int’l Criticism of Slavery & is considered a major factor in beginning the War

· Southerner Hinton Helper’s “Impending Crisis of the South” used statistics to prove nonslaveholding whites suffered most from slavery

Bleeding Kansas
· Northern Free Soilers financed pioneers settlements in Kansas

· Southerners supporting the Douglas Compromise understood that Kansas would be slave state & Nebraska free state were now confronted by “Nebrascals” carrying “Beechers Bibles” on a quest to “abolitionize” both Kansas & Nebraska


John Brown in Kansas
· On Election day in 1855 Proslavers from Missouri voted fraudulently securing a slave state in Kansas 

· Free Soilers set up an extra legal regime in Topeka 
· 1856 Proslavery raiders shot up & burned the free soil town of Lawrence

· John Brown retaliated brutally murdering 5 proslavers 1856 Pottawatomie Creek Massacre. 

Lecompton Constitution 1857
· By 1857 Free Soilers-- the majority in Kansas-- applied for statehood on the basis of popular sovereignty

· Proslavers devised a constitution that voted either “for slavery” or “no slavery,” to protect owners of slaves already in Kansas

· Free Soilers boycotted the polls & the slavers approved the constitution 

 Buchanan Divided the Democratic Party by backing the Lecompton Constitution 
· Senator Stephen Douglas arranged a compromise which called for a Popular Vote that Free Soilers won thereby defeating the constitution

· Democrats were the only surviving national party since Whigs were dead & Republicans were Sectional

· Union was holding on by a thread

Blood in the Senate 1856 

· Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner beaten with a cane by Preston Brooks of S.Carolina after delivering  his “Crime Against Kansas” speech 

· Democrats nominate James Buchanan in 1856 defeating Republicans

· Democrats favored Popular Sovereignty while Republicans were against the extension of slavery

Secretive “Know Nothing Party”
· Campaign of 1856 witnessed a rise Nativism- anti foreigner, anti- Catholic movement, as result of a recent influx of Irish & German immigrants

· Dred Scott decision 1857 handed down by Chief Justice Taney declared the Constitution was not meant to include Blacks as citizens & declared Missouri Compromise of 1820 Unconstitutional 

 Lincoln Douglas Debates 1858

· Freeport Doctrine- Douglas asserted that no matter how the Supreme Court ruled in the Dred Scott decision, slavery would stay down if the people voted it down.

· John Brown attacked the federal arsenal 1859 at Harpers Ferry attempting to start a slave uprising. Captured by General Lee & Hung

Southern Democrats Secede

· Fire Eaters opposed to Douglas because of his stand on Lecompton Constitution & Freeport Doctrine nominated John Breckenridge

· Union Party Whigs & Know Nothings nominated John Bell

· Lincoln’s victory in 1860 led to S. Carolina’s secession, following with   Ala, Miss, Fl, Georgia, Louisiana, & Texas

Confederate States of America 1861

· Jefferson Davis chosen as President

· Crittenden Amendments proposed to compromise the situation was rejected by Lincoln 

