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AP American History 

  Popular Sovereignty Panacea

· Debate over slavery disrupted Whigs & Democrats in the area of Mexican Cession, splitting the North & South along Sectional lines

· Wilmot Proviso prohibited slavery in the Mexican territory 

· Popular Sovereignty-- The people of a state should determine the status of slavery

Whigs Nominate Slave owner Zachary Taylor in 1848

· Antislavery Northerners organized the Free Soil Party advocating federal aid for internal improvements, & free gov’t homesteads for settlers. 

· Free Soil Party appealed to Abolitionist Whigs & Democrats resentful of Polk’s settling for a part of Oregon while insisting on all of Texas

The Great Debate 1849

· The Gold Rush of 1849 made existing military rule inadequate and a need for a Competent Civil government urgent.

· Southern President Taylor infuriated Southerners with his free soil solution. Sending agents to urge settlers to frame constitutions & apply for admission to the Union immediately; resulted in Mostly Anti-slavery free-state constitutions 

Western lands provided the American commitment to Upward Mobility
· Free Soilers Condemned Slavery, Not for Enslaving Blacks, but for destroying the chances of free white workers to rise up from wage-earning dependence to a higher status 

· “Free Soil, Speech, Labor, & Men”

· War Hero Zachary Taylor Won the Election of 1848 defeating Van Buren

Gold Discovered in California 1848

· Thousands of people from the entire world converged on California

· Outburst of Crime: robbery, claim jumping, murder was only partly discouraged by Vigilante Justice

· California drafted a Constitution excluding slavery in 1849 Southern Politicians were violently opposed 

Sectional Balance
The South in 1850:

· Southern President, Zachary Taylor

· Southern Majority in Cabinet & S. Court

· Cotton fields expanding 

· Cotton Prices Profitably  High

· The 15 slave states could easily veto any proposed constitutional amendment

· Slavery was not seriously threatened below the Mason Dixon line

The Underground Railroad

· Southerners were angered by runaway slaves aided by “Conductors” en route from slave states & on to Canada

· Harriet Tubman dubbed “Moses” rescued some 300 slaves during 19 journeys south

· Southerners demanded a more stringent fugitive slave law by 1850 

Compromise of 1850

Clay, Webster, & Calhoun- The Old Guard- met for the last to debate:

· Free Soil California; Southern “Fire Eaters” threatening Secession; Texans threatening to attack Santa Fe and seize a huge area west of the Rio Grande

· Webster’s Speech-- regarding slavery as evil but Disunion as Worse-- turned north toward Compromise

Compromise of 1850

· California admitted as a free state

· Slave trade abolished in D.C. (not slavery)

· Remainder of Mexican Cession open to Popular Sovereignty

· Stringent Fugitive Slave Law beyond the one of 1793

· Texas to receive $10 Million Compensation

· Disputed Texas territory to go to New Mexico

 Zachery Taylor Died 1850 & Millard Fillmore Assumed the Presidency
North Got Better Deal in the Compromise 

· California admitted as Free State

· Utah & New Mexico open to slavery on basis of  popular sovereignty 

· District of Columbia outlawed Slave Trade

· New area of Texas certain to be Free

· Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 stirred up a storm of protest in the North

Responding to the Fugitive Slave Act  of 1850, Northern States began passing Personal Liberty Laws
· Fleeing slaves could not testify in their behalf

· Federal Investigator received $10 for every black returned to slavery & only $5 if the black was Freed

· Northerners aiding escape were liable to a heavy fine & Jail + they were ordered to join the slave catchers

New Hampshire Democrat Franklin Pierce wins 1852

· Cabinet included Sec of War Jeff Davis
· He supported Southerners attempting to acquire more slave territory by taking over Panama & Nicaragua

· William Walker with a Southern force took over Nicaragua making himself President in 1856 as a slave state but Central American Nations overthrew him

Acquiring Oregon & California made the US  a Pacific Power

· Having already making contact with China Washington looked to establish commercial contact with Japan

· Commodore Perry signed trade treaty with Japan in 1854

Ostend Manifesto 1854

· Southern Adventurers failed in an attempt to take over Cuba 1850-51

· “Black Warrior” Incident 1854 provoked Pierce to a war with Spain & seize Cuba

· Sec of State instructed US ministers in Spain, England, France to recommend acquisition of Cuba for $120 Million in Ostend, Belgium

· Free Soilers forced Pierce to drop issue

Gadsden Purchase 1853

· Connecting railroad from Texas to California required more Mexican land

· Jeff Davis sent James Gadsden of SC to Santa Anna and a deal was negotiated as the US  purchased more Mexican territory  for $10 million

Kansas Nebraska Territories

· Illinois Sen. Stephen Douglas investor in Chicago real estate & in railway stock, Proposed a Pacific Railroad with Chicago as it’s Eastern terminal

· He proposed to slice Nebraska into 2 territories: Nebraska (free state) & Kansas ( potential slave state) & where the status of slavery would be decided by popular sovereignty

Douglas called for Repeal of Missouri Compromise of 1820

· Nebraska lay west of 36” 30” & the only way to open territory to Popular Sovereignty was Repeal 1820 legislation

· Southerners delighted & Pierce backed it

· Free Soilers opposed leaving issue open to popular sovereignty but Douglass pushed the Kansas Nebraska Act through Congress 1854

Realignment of the Political Party System

· Kansas Nebraska controversy of the mid-1850s shattered the 2 Party system

· “Cotton Whigs” opposed by “Conscious Whigs” snapped the chords of Union

· The decline of the Whig party left the Democrats as the Only National Party

·  This Gave birth to The Know Nothing & The Republican Parties

The Republican Party
· Was organized around the premise that the slaveholding South provided a profound threat to “free soil, free labor, & free men”. It declared Northern society healthy & upright while condemning the South as rotten & depraved 

