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AP American History

John Tyler Assumed Presidency after William Henry Harrison’s death in 1841
Was Tyler a Democrat in Whig clothing?
His adopted Whig Party was Pro-Bank, Pro-Protective Tariff, & Pro-Internal Improvements BUT Tyler was at odds with almost all of the Clay &Webster initiatives 

Democrat in Whig Clothing
· Clay pushed to end the Independent Treasury & Tyler accepted it but Vetoed a new National Bank & He Vetoed Internal Improvements & Whigs formally expelled Tyler from the Party

· He Compromised with Whigs on Bill of 1842 bringing a Protective Tariff to the 1832 level of 32% on Dutiable Goods & gradually ending the depression
War of Words with England

· 1837 Insurrection in Canada had many Americans hoping to strike a blow against arch enemy England 

· England sunk US steamer, the Caroline on US soil carrying supplies to rebels on the Niagara River

· 1840 a Canadian, McLeod, was indicted for his part in Caroline incident raising tensions. He was acquitted 

Aroostook War over Maine 1840s

· Lumberjacks clashed as Yankees tried to build a road between Halifax to Quebec through disputed territory

· 1842Webster-Ashburton Treaty settled the Maine boundary as US received more land in exchange for British control of Halifax

· The deal gave US control of Mesabi iron ore range in Minnesota
  British Wanted Foothold in Texas
· Check SW surge of the Americans & challenge the Monroe Doctrine

· British Abolitionists hoped to free slaves in Texas & begin a Southern Insurrection

· British Manufacturers wanted to grow Cotton w/o depending on US for the fiber

Campaign of 1844
· Proexpansionist Democrats wanted Annexation of Texas under James Polk defeating Whig candidate Henry Clay

· Whigs feared Texas would foster the slave trade

· Tyler arranged for annexation by joint resolution that passed in 1845
Oregon north of Calif. to 54' 40'

· Claimed by 4 nations at one time or another: Spain, Russia, Britain, & the US

· British Claims based on treaty rights, actual occupation & the Hudson Bay Co. trading with the Indians of the Pacific NW

· US Claims based on Captain Robert Gray finding the Columbia River in 1792 & Lewis & Clarke expedition 1804-06

Oregon Fever

· By 1846, 5000 Americans trekked the 2000 mile Oregon Trail outnumbering the British  population 

· The Oregon issue was tossed into the presidential election of 1844 along with the issue concerning the Annexation of Texas

Manifest Destiny

· Journalist John L. O. Sullivan claimed Americans were Manifestly destined to control the entire Continent from sea to shining sea spreading Democracy  & Liberty; possibly engulfing Canada and South America. This became popular thought during the 1840s & 50s 

Polk as President

· With Sec of Treasury Robert Walker, They Lowered Tariff from 32 to 25% in the Walker Tariff of 1846

· Restored the Independent Treasury

· Compromised with Britain on Oregon to the 49th parallel w/o a Fight

Mexicans Attack Taylor 4/ 25 1846
· Polk declared Americans were killed on American Soil & Congress Declared War

· Historians question if Polk provoked the war since Mexico would not sell California 

Mexican War

· Zachary Taylor marched from the Nueces River  to Rio Grande (disputed territory)  Jan 1846

· May 1846, Proposed to Ask Congress to declare War on the basis of $3 million Unpaid Claims  to Americans and the Rejection of Minister John Slidell & the US offer to buy California for $25 million.

War With Mexico

· 1846 Gen Kearny led a detachment over the Santa Fe Trail

· Captain Fremont with the US Navy Hoisted the California Bear Flag Republic

· Gen Zachary Taylor crossed into Mexico becoming the “Hero of Buena Vista” 1847

· Gen Winfield Scott battled to Mexico City Sep 1847
   Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

Feb 2, 1848 State Dept minister Nicholas P. Trist negotiated a treaty:

· Confirmed US title to Texas yielding an area from Oregon to California for $15 million & US assumption $3 Million claims

· Wilmot Proviso 1846- Legislation introduced by David Wilmot stipulating   No Slavery in the New Territory 

