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AP American History

 “King Cotton” held foreign nations in partial Bondage

· Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin fastened the chains of slavery as Northerners and Southerners profited by Southern Slavery

· Southern Cotton accounted for 1/2   the value of all American exports after 1840 & 50% of the entire world supply & 75% of Britain’s Supply
The South Remained The Most Anglo- Saxon Section of the Nation
· Cotton repelled large scale European immigration South & thereby added richly to Northern manpower & wealth

· German & Irish immigration was discouraged by the competition of slave labor, high cost of fertile land, & the European ignorance of growing Cotton.
Planter Aristocracy
· Prior to  the Civil War the South was an Oligarchy with a wide gap between rich and poor.

· In 1850 only 1,733 families owned more than 100 slaves out of 345,000 less wealthy Southern slave owning  families

· By 1860 whites that DID NOT own slaves totaled 6,120,825 or 3/4 of  all Southern Whites

· Cotton Growing & quick profits led to excessive cultivation or “Land Butchery”

· Economic Structure of South became Monopolistic as small holders of land moved West selling out to larger farmers

· The system discouraged diversification of agriculture & Manufacturing

· Overspeculation in land & in slaves led to Financial Instability

· Dangers of One Crop Economy since prices at the mercy of world conditions 

Southern Planters Resented. . .

· Northerners profiting at their expense. 

· Outward flow of commissions & interest to northern middlemen, bankers, agents and shippers.

The White Majority

· As Subsistence Farmers they lived in the backcountry & mountain valleys

· Hope of upward mobility-buying  slaves & parlaying their holdings into Riches

· Took Fierce Pride in Racial Superiority even though they were hardly better off than slaves economically. 

· The logic of Economics joined with the illogic of racism Thus buttressing the slave system
Disunion in the Confederacy
· Mountain Whites- lived in the valleys of the Appalachians from W. Va to Ga, & Ala.

· Southern Civilization passed them by & they lived in frontier conditions retaining Elizabethan  speech forms & habits

· As Independent small farmers, living hundreds of miles from the cotton kingdom, they rarely saw slaves & had little in common with whites of the flatlands Thus becoming a peninsula of Unionism

  Southern Free Blacks- A Third Race
· Some 250,000 Free Blacks lived in the South by 1860 & some owned slaves

· Prohibited from working in certain occupations

· Prohibited from testifying against whites in court

· Vulnerable to being highjacked back to slavery

· Resented by defenders of the Slave System

Northern Free Blacks 

· About 250,000 lived in the North

· Some states forbid their entrance

· Most denied them voting rights

· Some barred them from public school

· Hated by the Irish since they competed for the same menial jobs

4 Million Southern Slaves by 1860
· 1808 Legal importation ended by Congressional Action raising the market for Illegal Trade & thus higher prices
· The Primary Source of Southern Wealth

· Bred like cattle, women who bore many children were “rattlin good breeders”

· Slave Auctions & separating family members occurred frequently because for economic reasons
Life Under the Lash
· By 1860 most slaves lived in the “black belt” of the Deep South stretched from:S.C., Ga, & West Ala, Miss., & La.

· Blacks managed to sustain the family

· Slaves molded their own distinctive form of Christianity mixed with African elements-looked to captivity of Israelites 

· Denied education since reading initiated Ideas

The Peculiar Institution

Defended Slavery as a Positive Good

· Necessary to provide a labor force

· All material needs were provided for

· No dread of future/No fear of want

· Slaves well-fed, well-clad & HAPPY

· Slavery better than unemployment, poverty & crime

Active & Passive Resistance 

Passive Resistance: Sabotaged equipment & Faked illness

Active Resistance: Runaway and Fight
· Rebellions: Gabriel Prosser, Denmark Vessey, Nat Turner, Stono Uprising,

· Touissaint L’Ouverture successful rebellion in Haiti in 1804 was kept quiet to avoid active rebellions in America 

Back To Africa Movement

· Free Blacks threaten a White Society

· American Colonization Society formed by Paul Cuffee & U.S. Slaveholders in 1817

· Liberia established 1822 with Monrovia as it’s capital named after President Monroe

Abolition Movement

· William Lloyd Garrison published “The Liberator” 1831 and, with Wendell Phillips, helped found The Anti Slavery Society in 1833

· Black Abolitionists included David Walker, Sojourner Truth, Martin Delaney, William Still & Harriet Tubman & the Underground Railroad ,Frederick Douglass publisher of the Northstar

2nd Great Awakening & Slavery

· Burned Out District, home to Theodore Weld & Grandison Finney who together with Arthur and Lewis Tappan, Lyman Beecher & his daughters Catherine & Harriet, led the Abolition Movement throughout the Old Northwest.

Frederick Douglass
· Born a Slave Escaping to N.Y. at the age of 21, in 1838

· Moved to New Bedford, Mass. & met the abolitionist  William C. Coffin

· 1845 published autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass

· Founded the Black Newspaper, 
THE NORTHSTAR

Paradoxical Situation

· 1836 Southerners drive Gag Resolution through the House requiring antislavery appeals to be tabled w/o debate

· Northern Textile mills were tied to the South as planters owed northern banks some $300 million. 

· Disrupting the Slave System could cause widespread Northern unemployment

