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Rugged Individualism
· Westward Movement & Frontier life of the Pioneer instilled self-reliance
· Pioneers often exhausted the land to the point of “ecological imperialism”

· George Catlin, painter & student of Native American life, was 1st to advocate the preservation of nature & proposed the creation of a National Park;  Yellowstone opened in 1872
By 1850 Population Doubled at Rate of every 25 Years
· Urban Growth Exploded intensifying problems such as slums, poor street lighting, inadequate policing, impure water, foul sewage, rats, improper garbage disposal, disease

· Between 1840s & 50s over a million & a half Irish, due to a Potato famine, & nearly as many Germans immigrated to America:

· See Charts Page 300 & 301

Irish Catholics In Boston faced Discrimination  from Protestants

· Hated by Native Workers- “NINA” No Irish Need Apply

· Ancient Order of Hibernians- Secret order from Ireland emerged to help Downtrodden

· Race riots between Irish & Black Dockworkers flared up in seaport cities; both groups shared Society’s Basement

· “Molly Maguires” Irish Union in the Pennsylvania Coal Districts 1860s &70s

German and Irish Immigration
· Over time Irish Politicians Gained Control of Powerful Political Machines including New York’s Tammany Hall and the Police

· The Bulk of the German Migration occurred after Democratic Revolutions collapsed in 1848

· Many Germans came with possessions & settled in the Mid-West (Wisconsin)

American Nativism
· Migrations of the 1840s & 50s inflamed prejudices of American Nativists. Fearing that the foreigners, many of whom were Catholic, would outvote, outbreed, overwhelm the old “native” stock.

· Political Action formed & by1849 the Order of the Star Spangled Banner evolved into the “Know Nothing Party” calling for stricter immigration laws & the deportation of alien paupers
The Vigorous growth of the Economy

· Immigrants made for a more pluralistic society But Racial clashes were not overly frequent & violent

· Perhaps it was Economic growth that attracted immigrants and once arrived they could claim wealth w/o jeopardizing the wealth of others 

Upsurge in Manufacturing
· Samuel Slater- “Father of the Factory System”- Established 1st Textile Mill  1791 at Pawtucket, Rhode Island

· Eli Whitney invented the Cotton Gin 1793 that separated the seed from Cotton, Establishing the Cotton Kingdom while securing the Bonds of Slavery

· Whitney mass produced Guns 1798

· Mass Production revolutionized by Interchangeable parts adopted by 1850

Principles of Limited Liability Concentrated Capital
· 15 Boston families formed the earliest investment capital company Boston Associates. Eventually dominating the textile, railroad, insurance, banking business of Massachusetts 

· “Free Incorporation laws” first passed in New York in 1848 so businessmen could create corporations w/o applying for individual charters
Patents and Inventions
· The Sewing Machine invented by Elias Howe in 1846 & perfected by Isaac Singer, gave a strong boost to Northern Industrialization with the Ready Made Clothing Industry
· Samuel Morse, 1861, invented the Telegraph revolutionizing Communication

Wage Slaves An Outgrowth of the Factory System
· Long Hours, Low Wages, Unsanitary and Poorly Ventilated, Lighted, & Heated buildings. 

· Forbidden to form labor unions, & raise wages

· Child Labor under 10 years old made up 1/2 the laborers in 1820; 

Industrial Revolution and the Changing Role of Women

· Factory jobs were rare. Opportunities were scarce but opportunities included nursing, domestic service, & teaching
· Love, not parental arrangement more frequently determined choice of spouse

· Families grew smaller making the home more Child-Centered

Western Farmers & Transportation

· John Deere produced Steel Plow 1837

· Cyrus McCormick invented Mechanical Mower Reaper 1830s

· Lancaster Turnpike 1790 for 62 miles

· National Road (Cumberland Road) 1811 from Cumberland Maryland to Vandalia Illinois for 591 miles

· Robert Fulton Steamboat traveled from NYC to Albany 159 miles in  32 Hours

Advances in Transportation

· Gov Clinton built the 363 mile Erie Canal linking the Hudson River with the Great lakes 1825

· Railroads appear in 1828

· Transportation connected the US

· Cyrus Field stretched wire cable under the North Atlantic from Newfoundland to Ireland linking America & Europe 1858

Transportation & Communication

· Clipper Ships 1840s-50s sacrificed cargo space for speed

· Overland Stagecoaches went from the Missouri River to Calif. by 1858

· Pony Express established in 1860 carried mail from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento, California until Samuel Morse invented Morse Code in 1861

