Jacksonian Democracy at Flood Tide 1830-1840  Chapter 14 

Mr. O. Siflinger

AP American History

South Carolina “Nullies”
· State election of 1832 won by Nullies & they declared the Tariff of 1832 Null&Void

· They Threatened to take the state out of the Union if Washington attempted to collect custom duties

· Jackson Issued a Proclamation Against Nullification & threatened to Hang Calhoun

Henry Clay of Kentucky negotiated The Compromise Tariff of 1833
· The Compromise offered a Gradual Reduction in the levels of duties. 

· Calhoun backed down, &  both sides claimed victory & the crises averted

· Congress passed a Force Bill authorizing the president to use the army & navy if necessary to collect federal tariff duties
Jackson & Bank of the United States
· Operating since 1823 under the direction of Nicholas Biddle

· Jackson disliked Biddle’s Conservative Economic Policies that forced conservatism on state & private banks &

· Jackson wanted to Destroy the Bank because it was Big & Powerful & he Disputed it’s Constitutionality

The 2nd Bank of the United States

· Jackson vetoed a Recharter Bill promoted by Webster & Clay

· After Jackson defeated Clay in 1832, He removed federal gov’t deposits from the Bank, distributing them in state banks. 

· Biddle tightened credit & called loans hoping to embarrass Jackson, who stood firm resulting in a  Financial Recession

Panic of 1837

· Biddle was forced to yield to Jackson & the Economy Rebounded But Inflation picked with the relaxed Credit policies

· The Gov’t contributed to expansion by offering millions of acres of western lands for sale at low prices

· 1836 Jackson ordered a distribution of surplus funds also fueling inflation & Jackson finally saw the danger
Panic of 1837

· Trying to slow inflation, Jackson issued the Specie Circular requiring payment for public land in cash, No More Credit. DEPRESSION  FOLLOWED lasting into the 1840s.

· The economy was tied to int’l business & the downturn affected the entire Atlantic Community worsening by it’s global impact

· Americans blamed everyone in power, Including Jackson
5 Civilized Tribes- Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminole and Cherokee
Cherokee Accomplishments 

· Alphabet devised by Sequoyah

· Legal Code

· Written Constitution (1827)

· Some became Prosperous Cotton Planters & owned about 1300 slaves

Jackson’s Indian Policy
· Advocated Forcible Removal & Relocation Indian Tribes to open land to white settlement

· 1828- Georgia legislature declared Cherokee legal council illegal it’s  laws null & void; Ruling that the state had jurisdiction over the tribe & it’s lands. 

Worcester v. Georgia 1832
· Cherokee’s protested the Indian Removal Act 1830 to the Supreme Court where Justice Marshall held the Georgia law “Repugnant to the Constitution.” But Jackson Refused to Enforce his decision 

· “Trail of Tears”-1838 & 9 the Army forced Indians to move to Oklahoma 
Some 4000 Indians, mostly Women & Children died during the trip.

Lone Star State, Mexican or Texican 

· 1823 Mexico granted Stephen Austin a huge tract of land for 300 Roman Catholic Americans to settle & be Mexicanized

· Pioneers, like Davy Crockett, James Bowie, Sam Houston conflicted with the Mexican gov’t over issues of slavery, immigration, & local rights; since Mexico abolished slavery in 1830

Remember The Alamo
· 1836 Texans declared their Independence in San Antonio where Santa Anna sent 6,000 men to wipe out the rebellion led by Col. Travis at an old mission, The Alamo.

· The slaughter sent a war cry through the US & Sam Houston defeated Santa Anna

· Jackson recognized the Lone Star State, Texas,  in 1837

Slavery issue in the Lone Star State

· Most Texans wanted Union with the US officially petitioning for annexation in 1837

· Since Texans were slaveholders, admitting Texas meant enlarging American Slavery

· Anti-slavery crusaders in the north opposed annexation contending it a scheme cooked up by the southern “Slavocracy” 

· Texans feared the return of Santa Anna & to Britain & France for support

Jackson’s Legacy

· Increased power of the Executive Branch

· Coming of age of the West

· Led the common people into Nat’l politics 

· Encouraged Spoils System  

· Destroyed the Nat’l Bank & chopped it up into thousands of small local banks, as Jackson’s democratization of the banking system led to 1000’s of bank failures

Birth of the Whigs in the election of 1836

· Jacksonian Democratic Republicans adopted the name Democrats 

· Opponents of “King Andrew” attempting to curb the power of the Monarch were Whigs

· Whigs failed to gain a majority with their candidate William Harrison as Jackson threw support to Martin Van Buren

Machine Made Democrat inherited Jackson’s enemies & problems
· A Depression in 1837 inherited from Jacksonian policies led to: 

· Shaky US currency due to Land speculation in the West by the use of borrowed capital from Wildcat Banks

·  The Bank War & Specie Circular 

· Failure of 2 British Banks forced a call in on US Loans forcing 100’s of banks to collapse 


Machine Made Democrat inherited Jackson’s enemies & problems

· Commodity Prices dropped & sales of public lands fell, as did customs revenues

· Factories closed leading to widespread unemployment

· Anti-slavery agitation in the North & the annexation of Texas

· Canadian Rebellion 1837 almost caused a war with Britain

“Tippercanoe and Tyler too”

· Election of 1840 ushered in the 2 party system. 

· Disenchanted with Van Buren’s economy many looked to their opposition in the Whig candidates William H. Harrison and John Tyler

