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AP American History

· Washington Unanimously elected 1st President of the U.S. in 1789

· Federalists (Nationalists) in favor of the Constitution & a strong National Gov’t - Feared people more than government
· Anti-Federalists-not in favor of the Constitution- They felt the Constitution was a betrayal of the Revolution-
Feared government more than people

Bill of Rights

· Anti-federalists criticized the Constitution’s failure to provide a guarantee of individual rights 

· 1791 the 1st 10 amendments (Bill of Rights) were amended to the Constitution
Judiciary Act of 1789-

· Organized the Supreme Court with a Chief Justice & 5 associates 

· Office of Attorney General 

· Set up Federal, District and Circuit Courts

· 1st Chief Justice John Jay (one of the authors of the Federalist Papers)

Alexander Hamilton Sec. of Treasury
· Shaped fiscal policy to favor the wealthy.

· As they prospered the masses would benefit by a Trickle Down Theory 

· Urged Congress to Fund the Entire National Debt at Par & to completely assume the debts incurred by the States. Since Gov’t bonds depreciated to 10 cents on the dollar, prior to the bill passing the wealthy purchased all they could get.

Alexander Hamilton- Father of National Debt
· Assumption of State Debts chained the states to the Federal Gov’t. A National Debt was a Blessing- A Union Adhesive
· Debt payments would come from Custom Duties derived from a Tariff. 

· 1789- 8% Tariff on Imports passed 

· 1791- 7% Domestic Excise Tax on Whiskey passed

Hamilton battled Jefferson for a Bank

· Federalist- Loose Construction of the Constitution- Broad Interpretation using the Necessary & Proper Clause to justify establishing a National Bank

· Anti-Federalist- Strict Construction. Jefferson felt that Constitution did not grant Federal Gov’t the right to establish a bank. It Violates State Powers

The Bank- a PRIVATE Institution & the Gov’t is the major stockholder
· Chartered in 1791 for 20 years. 1/5 owned by the Fed Gov’t, the rest thrown open to open stock sale.

· Bank used to store federal funds for circulation as means to stimulate business

· Bank would also print paper currency to provide sound currency

Horse-trading to put the Federal District on the Potomac River 

· States, like Mass., In Heavy Debt, liked Hamilton’s plan to assume state debt.

· States, like Va. With Small Debts, did not want Fed Gov’t to assume state debts.

· Hamilton persuaded Jefferson to go along with it &, in exchange, Virginia would have the Federal District on the Potomac

Whiskey Rebellion 1794

· Whiskey producers in Western Pennsylvania objected to Hamilton’s Excise tax on Whiskey. After Tarring & Feathering Revenue officers, Washington summoned the militia of several states to crush the rebellion.

· Putting down the rebellion Strengthened Washington’s Government

Emergence of Political Parities

· Assumption of States’ Debts, Excise Tax, National Bank, Suppression of the Whiskey Rebellion ALL encroached on States’ Rights. Resentment against centralizing policies created an Organized Opposition; Developing into a frequently bitter Political Rivalry: 
National Political Parties
Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation

· Responding to World Events in 1793 stemming from the French Revolution & the outbreak 
of war between France, England, & Spain, Washington reasoned that America should 
Avoid European entanglements.

· Pro-French Jeffersonians were Enraged with the Pro-British Federalists

· Citizen Genet Affair

Treaty of Greenville 1795

· British continually sold Firearms to the Indians in an attempt to keep the Fur Trade alive in the Great Lakes Region & the Ohio Country.
Battle of Fallen Timbers 1794, General Wayne crushed the Indians & forced the Treaty that ceded the Ohio Country to the U.S.

Jay’s Treaty 1794

· Anti-Feds felt he sold out the country by striking a weak deal with England.

· Brits promised to evacuate posts on US soil; To pay for damages from seizures of US ships & impressments of US sailors; Brits forced Jay to bind the US to pay debts still owed to British merchants on pre-revolutionary accounts

Jay’s Treaty 1794
· Upset Southern Planters since they would be forced to pay the bulk of Pre-Revolutionary Debts while rich Federalist Shippers would be collecting damages from seizures. 
Even George Washington lost popularity

Pinckney Treaty 1795
· Spain, fearing an Anglo-US alliance, signed  the agreement that gave in to virtually all US demands: including Free Navigation on the Mississippi, & the large disputed territory north of Florida  

Election of 1796

· John Adams became the 2nd President of the US & Jefferson his VP

· Hamilton HATED Adams & resigned from Treasury in 1795

· Adams inherited a quarrel with France over Jay’s Treaty. France saw it as an alliance with England & a violation of the Franco-American Treaty of 1778

X,Y,Z Affair
· France began seizing US Ships by 1797 & refused to receive a US envoy 

· Adams sent John Marshall, Charles Pinckney, & Elbridge Gerry to Paris to meet with French Minister Talleyrand. Approached by 3 go betweens  (X,Y,Z) demanding a bribe, Negotiations broke down. “Millions for Defense, but not one cent for Tribute”

Anti-French War Hysteria swept the US.
· The Navy & Marines were established to defend against France & the Treaty of 1778 was repealed

· 1779 Adams sent a minister to France for one last effort to avoid war

· 1800 Napoleon came to power wanting to end the conflict with the US

Alien & Sedition Acts 1798

· In response to Pro-Jeffersonian Aliens, Federalists pass oppressive laws:

· Naturalization Act-extended from 5 to 14 years the residency prior to citizenship

· Alien Act-Authorized President to expel all aliens considered dangerous

· Alien Enemies Act- empowered Arrest in of time of war, or Banishment

Alien & Sedition Acts 1798

· Sedition Act- Made it a Misdemeanor for anyone (Citizen or alien) to conspire in opposition to “any measure or measures of the gov’t or to aid any insurrection, riot, unlawful assembly, or combination.” Fines & imprisonment for people who “write, print, utter, or publish any false, scandalous and malicious writing bringing the gov’t into disrepute”

Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions

· Madison & Jefferson opposed the Alien & Sedition Laws on the Grounds the laws conflicted with the Constitution
They claimed the Federal Gov’t had exceeded their powers & that it was a states’ right to decide if a law was constitutional or not.

Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions

· Because the Federalists controlled most of the state governments, the Resolutions failed to win wide support. But Jefferson & Madison posed a question about the nature of the Union that would trouble Americans until the Civil War 

· Who decides when a federal law or gov’t action violates the Constitution?

· The States? 

· The Supreme Court?

· The Constitution does not say!
Homework


· Read Chapter 11 p.210-230

