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Articles of Confederation- America’s 1st Constitution 

· Represented a Compromise between forces wanting a Strong central government and those forces wanting a loose Confederation of Sovereign States, where powers would be retained by individual states 

· Articles submitted Nov 1777 were not ratified until March 1781 since ratification required approval by all 13 states   

Articles of Confederation  ratified March 1781
· 13 Independent States w/o a Strong National Gov’t

· Unicameral Chamber, Congress

· No Executive or Federal Court

· Each State Had 1 single Vote

· Powers Remained With States

Congressional Powers Included

· Make War & Peace

· Send & Receive Ambassadors

· Enter Into Treaties

· Raise & Equip a Navy

· Maintain an Army by Requesting Troops From States
· Appoint senior military officers

· Fix standards of weights & measures

· Regulate Indian Affairs

· Established a Post Office

· Decide certain disputes between States
Weaknesses of the Articles
Congress (purposely weak) lacked the power to:

· Levy or Collect Taxes

· Regulate interstate or foreign trade (left a loophole for states to establish conflictingly different laws regarding tariffs & navigation)
· Enforce Laws

· Approval of 9 States needed to enact Laws (2/3 vote)

· Amendment to Articles required consent of all 13 States (almost Impossible)

· No Executive Branch

· No National Court System

Achievements of the Articles

· Fair Policy for development of lands West of the Appalachians

· 2 Land Ordinances provided for the organization of Western Lands

· Peace Treaty with Great Britain 1783

· Set up Dep’t of Foreign Affairs, War, Marine, & Treasury under a single secretary
· Land Ordinance of 1785- Acreage of the Old Northwest should be sold & the Proceeds used to help pay off the national debt. Set up present day method of surveying & dividing land into townships 6 miles square, & then split into 36 sections of one square mile. The 16th section of each township set aside for a School
· Northwest Ordinance of 1787- New territories to endure 2 territorial stages. 

· 1st the area would be subordinate to the federal government. 

· 2nd, When the territory had 60,000 inhabitants, it might be admitted by Congress as a state, with all privileges of the 13 charter members. 
ALSO the Ordinance Forbid Slavery.

Steps to Statehood
· For each territory, Congress appoints a governor, a secretary, & 3 judges

· Once population reaches 5,000 eligible voters, it elects a territorial legislature & sends a nonvoting delegate to Congress

· When territory reaches 60,000 free inhabitants it is eligible for statehood and can draft a state constitution

· Congress approves the state constitution & the territory becomes a state

Need for Stronger Government
· States quarreled over boundary lines & tariffs

· States began printing their own paper currency (Continentals) 

· States began to deal directly with foreign nations

· Serious money problems made it unable to maintain an army 
· By 1786- Economic Depression
· Shays Rebellion 1786 led to a call for a stronger gov’t

· Constitutional Convention met May 25, 1787 in Philadelphia. All states except Rhode Island sent representatives

Pressure on the New Gov’t

· England shut of West Indian trade 

· Britain retained trading posts on U.S. soil (Northern frontier). Possible excuse was US failure to honor peace treaty in regard to debts & treatment of Loyalists

· Spain (controlled Mouth of Mississippi River) & closed river to US Commerce

· Spain claimed an area north of Gulf of Mexico & a part of Florida granted to US

· France demanded repayment of money loaned during war.

· Pirates, N. Africans (Dey of Algiers) were ravaging America’s Mediterranean fleet & enslaving Yankee sailors

· Public debt was piling up & nation’s credit was evaporating abroad.


· Congress called for a convention to revise the Articles & 55 emissaries from 12 states met on May 25, 1787 in Philadelphia

Leaders at the Constitutional Convention:
· George Washington 

· Ben Franklin

· James Madison- Father of the Constitution

Key Agreements
· Limited & Representative Gov’t
· Powers of national gov’t should be divided between Legislative, Judicial, & Executive

· Strengthening of National Gov’t 

· Limit state's Powers to Coin Money

· Separation of Church & State

Decisions & Compromises
Virginia Plan (Large State Plan)

·  15 resolutions drafted by James Madison

· 1) Strong 2 chamber Nat'l legislature.
· a) Lower chamber chosen by people  & upper chamber by lower Chamber
b) An Empowered legislature with power to bar state laws found unconstitutional
· 2) A Strong national Executive chosen by the Nat'l legislature

· 3) A Nat’l Judiciary appointed by the legislature

· Virginia Plan was backed by nationalists became the basis of the new Constitution

   New Jersey Plan (Small State Plan)

· 1)Unicameral legislature with one vote for each state

· 2) Congress empowered to tax & regulate trade

· 3)Weak Executive (more than 1 person

· 4)Nat’l Judiciary with limited power appointed by executive

Small State vs. Large State

· Virginia plan favored larger states, granting representation based on population- giving them more control of gov’t

· New Jersey Plan protected Small States & called for equal representation, regardless of state population


Connecticut Compromise
· Legislative Branch with 2 parts
a)House of Reps- representation based on population (all revenue laws would begin in this house)

· b)Senate- 2 members from each state

· Small State advantage in Senate,  Large state advantage in the House 



3/5 Compromise
· 1/3 population in South were slaves & Southerners wanted slaves counted for representation

· Southerners did not want them counted for levying taxes

· Compromise counted each slave as 3/5 a person for representation & for taxes

Commerce Slave Trade Compromise

· Congress could not ban the slave trade until 1808

· Congress given power to regulate Interstate & Foreign Commerce

· To Protect the South, Congress was forbidden to impose export taxes

Slavery Question

· Art. IV Sec 2 noted that those escaping to free states COULD be returned to owner

· Many Northern States outlawed the slave trade  & slavery

· The Compromise had to be made or the Constitution  WOULD NOT Happen 
Other  Compromises
· Electoral College-each state selects electors to choose the President

· 4 Year Term for President

· Bill of Rights
· Constitution Ratified May 29, 1790 but went into effect June 21, 1788 

Federalists
· Favored the Constitution. Support from many of the Founders, merchants, coastal cities. 

· Strong Nat’l gov’t necessary to avoid political disorder and for protection against foreign enemies & internal problems

Anti-Federalists
· Criticized the Constitution- Felt it was not-sanctioned by law & took state powers away

· Supported by farmers, & laborers that feared a strong Nat'l gov’t

· Lacked Bill of Rights



Federalist Papers
· Series of Essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, & John Jay 

· Explained the virtues of the proposed Constitution while responding to Anti-Federalist attacks

· “Governmental Power is not the enemy of liberty but the guarantor” Fed#26

· Federalist Argument established the rationale for modern democratic politics

Homework Reading
· Read Chapter 10 
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