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Road to Revolution

· 1774- 1st Continental Congress 
Imposed 3-way Boycott on England:

· non-importation, 

· non-exportation, & 

· non-consumption of British Goods
“The Association”

· An Enforcement Committee that used violence on merchants not complying with the boycott

Road to Revolution

· 1776-2nd Continental Congress met after the “Shot heard round the world” at Lexington to serve as the Acting Government.
2nd Continental Congress- Acting US Gov’t during Revolution

· May 10, 1775 All 13 Colonies meet

· Delegates adopt measures to raise money & create Army & Navy

· George Washington selected to Command the New England forces

· July 1775 King George III refused “Olive Branch Petition” after Bunker Hill

· George III hires Hessian soldiers
Inconsistency of Purpose
· Loyalists wanted to patch things up with the King  while fighting Patriots raised armies against Redcoats

· October 1775 An Attempt to make Canada the 14th colony failed

Power of the Pen

· July 4, 1776, Jefferson used ideas & rhetoric of the European Enlightenment when he wrote the Declaration of Independence & overnight Americans were radicalized into Republican Revolutionaries

· Britain mounted a large scale offensive against George Washington defeating rebel forces in almost every battle

Declaration of Independence

July 4, 1776 Thomas Jefferson completed 3 part document:

· 1)Statement of Basic Human Rights

· 2)List of 27 Grievances

· 3)Statement declaring freedom from England

The Loyalists

· No Americans suffered more 

· Lost their Homes; banished or killed; cut off from their profession; from every hope of importance in life; forced to an inferior social station; many evacuated to other parts of the empire

· Thomas Danforth, Sam Seabury, William Eddis supported reason & rule of law over revolutionary disorder

African Americans & The Revolution
· Many Sought Personal Freedom in Revolutionary Principles behind English lines or in the continents interior.

· Pockets of insurrections appeared. In 1765 more 100 South Carolina slaves paraded in Charleston chanting “Liberty”

· 1775 Lord Dunmore proclaimed freedom to any slaves able & willing to bear arms 500 to 600 slaves responded

African Americans & The Revolution

· By mid-1775, many areas from Maryland to Georgia buzzed with rumors of slave uprisings. Importation of new slaves was banned, & Patrols were dispatched to disarm all blacks in the area.

· British commander at Cape Fear encouraged Negroes to “elope from their masters” when 20 British ships entered Cape Fear River March 1776

20% of slaves find liberty with British
· A Regiment of Va. Slaves formed in response to Lord Dunmore’s proclamation Marched into battle with sashes saying, “Liberty to Slaves”

· After Revolution some blacks achieved freedom in Nova Scotia; but many were returned in keeping with the peace treaty; Many were sent to W. Indies; Some sought refuge with Indians & others fled North

Women & Republican Citizenship

· Property Requirements were necessary to Vote

· Women, however, were deprived the franchise

· Only the New Jersey Constitution opened the franchise to all free inhabitants meeting property & resident requirements. During the 1780s women voted. 

· In 1807 the New Jersey assembly passed a bill disenfranchising women

Creating Republican State Governments

· Constitutions control Government. Bodies that write documents can change them. And what would guarantee against the Abuse of governmental Power? A way had to be found of grounding the document directly to the sovereign will of the people.
· In the process, American Constitutionalism established some basic doctrines: Sovereignty resides in the people; Governments must function within clear Constitutional Limits; State Constitutions are now more Democratic; Assemblies are larger & more representative.

Consensus Historians look at Constitutions & find Uniformity
· Each colony had a different history, ethnic groups, & Economic System & yet most State Constitutions were similar

· Va. (a model for most states)- The FFV dominated society with a long history of conflict between the landed elite & Colonial Governors. Constitution created a gov’t that reduced the power of the Governor

Neo-Progressive, & Revisionist Position
· If all Americans thought alike, how does one explain Tories & Loyalists?
Loyalists were made up of those linked to Britain in Royal Colonies, Governors, Military, Anglican Ministers,  & recent Immigrants from England; Scotch Irish that settled in Western & Southern Colonies away from major cities. Merchants like certainty & SO Many were Loyalists

General Howe Pushed Colonists

· 8/27/1776 Battle of Long Island pushed colonists to Manhattan & then across the Hudson River to New Jersey then across the Delaware to Pennsylvania 

· Christmas 1776 Washington crossed the Delaware surprising Hessians & British forcing a surrender at Trenton 

British Surrender at Saratoga October 1777

· The American army blocked Burgoyne as he pressed on to Albany. 
After 2 failed attempts 
to break through the American defenses he withdrew to Saratoga where he was forced to surrender
Ben Franklin went to France
· 1778 Negotiated an alliance with Louis XVI against Britain after the success at Saratoga

· Spain & Holland entered war 1779

· France’s entrance into the conflict forced England to change strategy

· October 19, 1781 Cornwallis surrendered at Yorktown

Peace at Paris 

· Ben Franklin, John Jay, John Adams negotiated peace treaty in 1783

· Britain recognized US Independence

· Boundaries West to the Mississippi; Great Lakes North to Spanish Florida South 

· Retained Fishing rights off Newfoundland

· Loyalists were no longer to be persecuted & their property restored  

Homework Reading

· Read Chapter 9 
Pages 166-187
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Essays

· How did conflicting economic interests help to bring about the Revolutionary War?

· How did the actions of the First Continental Congress compare to those taken by the Second Continental Congress?

· Describe how American colonists’ attitudes & actions toward Great Britain changed from ones of protest to ones of declared rebellion. 

Essays

· Conflicting interests of the British and the colonists after the French and Indian War led to the American Revolution. Assess the validity of this statement
· Discuss the involvement of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in the American Revolution and analyze how these groups were affected by the war’s outcome

