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Period between 1763 & 1776

Problems for British:

· Who’s in Charge?

· What are the Sources of Political Authority?

· Do the Americans make political decisions or do the British?

Salutary Neglect- Colonies Became Accustomed to Self Rule
· Does Parliament control the Colonies or do the Colonial Assemblies have control?

Mercantilist Policies alienated Colonists

· Navigation Laws 1650 restricted goods to and from colonies to English ships

· “Enumerated” products (tobacco) had to be shipped to England & not foreign ports 

· European goods consigned to America had to come to England first so British middlemen would get their cut

· Colonists forbidden to manufacture competitive products for export

· No Banks made BARTER necessary

· Restricted from printing currency or passing tax bankruptcy laws

· Colonial laws that conflicted with British policy could be deemed void (Royal Veto)

Misuse of Mercantile Taxes

· Were NOT USED to pay for debts incurred by Expanding the Empire

· They WERE USED to Regulate Trade
More money was needed so new Taxes were imposed by Britain to pay for the War Debt

Salutary Neglect
· Mercantile Policies were loosely enforced until Navigation Laws of 1763 & Many Americans benefited from policies

· Southern Colonies were favored because they grew non-English products like tobacco, sugar, and rice. Revolution sprouted out of the Northern Colonies.

· Virginian grievances- forced to sell tobacco at prices fixed by British

3 reasons for sending 10,000 troops to America 

· 1) Avoid Rebellion in Quebec since Some 60,000 French settlers remained in Canada; & Spain wanted Florida back
· 2) Possible Indian War because of 50,000 Whites living West of Appalachians

· 3) Secure the Dependence of the Colonies on Great Britain

 George Greenville orders New Taxes

· Sugar Act 1764 increased duty on foreign sugar imported from W.I.

· Quartering Act 1765- Certain Colonists required to feed & house troops 

· Stamp Act 1765- Tax on stamped paper used to pay for new military force

· Offenders of Sugar & Stamp Act to be tried in Admiralty Courts (No Juries)

“No Taxation W/O Representation”

· Colonists opposed to Parliaments right to legislate where no Americans are seated.

· Taxes levied by a Parliament across the ocean amounted to Robbery

· Stamp Act Congress 1765 brought reps from 9 colonies to NYC to Protest       
Non Importation of British goods UNITED Americans against a Common Foe
Public Defiance & Revolutionary Spirit

· Sons of Liberty & Daughters of Liberty took law into their own hands & Parliament repealed Stamp Act 1766 but passed the Declaratory Act- declaring Parliaments supremacy over the colonies

· Townshend Duties 1767- taxed lead, paper, paint, glass & tea imported into the colonies
London Suspends NY Legislature 1767 for Defying Quartering Act
· Non-Importation Revival Begins & smuggling of tea becomes common

· 3/5/1770 Boston Massacre

· Lord North Repeals Townshend Duties except for the one on TEA
SO Sam Adams, Paul Revere, “Boston Committee of Correspondence” lead Boston Tea Party 12/16/1773  

4 Coercive (Intolerable) Acts

· Boston Port Act- closed Port until East India Co. was paid back for the lost tea 
Gov’t Act- annulled Massachusetts Charter prohibiting Town Meetings
New Quartering Act- Required colony to build barracks or house soldiers Administration of Justice Act- royal officials accused of crimes to be tried in other colonies or in Britain

Colonial Responses Intolerable and Quebec Acts 

· Quebec Act- Angered English speaking Americans. French guaranteed Catholic religion & their boundaries were extended to the Ohio River, restricting Western boundaries of Va & Seaboard colonies
· 1st Continental Congress 12/74- met in Philadelphia 55 delegates from 12 colonies (Ga. Controlled by a Royal Gov. not there)
Outcome of 1st Continental Congress

· --Declaration of Rights & Grievances condemn & call for repeal of Coercive Acts
--Repudiate Declaratory Act
--Restrict supervision of American affairs to matters of external trade
--Economic Retaliation- Non-Importation & Non-Consumption & if Intolerable Acts were not repealed All colonial exports to Britain, Ireland, W.I. Would be Cut Off!
--”The Association” Enforced BOYCOTT

Lexington Massacre
· Gen. Gage ordered troops to capture colonial leaders & supplies at Concord.
--Paul Revere, John Hancock, Sam Adams alert militia
--April 19, 1775 British attack militia at Lexington killing eight Americans

· At Concord Minutemen fight back killing & wounding  many British Soldiers

· Revolutionary War Begins

Classwork

· Organize in groups & write a Protest Statement addressed to Parliament detailing the colonists’ opposition to the Stamp Act. Statements should include actions colonists will take if the act is not repealed. Students will be called on to read their statements to the class

· Design a Handbill (slogan or sketch) illustrating colonial or British view

Homework Essays


· 1)How & why did the British attitude toward the colonies change after 1763?
2)How did British attempts to raise revenues in the colonies conflict with colonial interests?
3)Some historians claim wise leaders could have resolved the differences between Great Britain & the colonies before 1775? Explain why or why not

