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18th Century colonial rural society moved toward a 
social & political crisis.
· Natural Population increase, combined with renewed immigration of British & Europeans increased pressure on the supply of available land

· Number of residents doubled each generation.

· Those desiring FREEHOLD farms, (independent of landlords) colonists pushed west

· Freehold Society in New England 
· Men held power over women in the family

· Over time shrinking size of farms prompted couples to have fewer children

· Smaller farms & less children meant more time for women to pursue other tasks

· New Brides gave up legal ownership of property to her husband

· Mingling of Races
· Scots-Irish (Largest group of migrants, 150,000 between 1720-76), Germans, some Dutch, & French arrived to the middle colonies & the Southern Backcountry. 

· With No loyalty to the British crown Germans clung to their own language.

· Scots-Irish had no love for the British

· Intermarriage laid foundation for a new multicultural American identity

· Mid Atlantic: A New Society 1720-1765
· NY, NJ, Penn lacked the cultural uniformity of New England but contained a great deal of order & purpose with the mixture of Europeans settlers

· Wheat Prices doubled & profits financed settlement of the region

· By 1770 value of wheat, corn, flour & bread shipped from middle colonies amounted to 15% of mainland exports

· Emergence of Inequality

· By 1760’s Large scale grain farmers, landlords, speculators, storekeepers became known as CAPATALISTS

· A Landless class appeared at the bottom of the social order as Stratification & limitations to upward mobility began to emerge

· Tenancy on Hudson Manors

· Migrants to NY faced an arduous road to land ownership. Long established Dutch families-The Rensselaers, Van Cortandts, Philipses- still presided over patroonships created by the Dutch West India Company in the Hudson River Valley
· The Quaker Experiment

· Society of Friends, Pennsylvania’s dominant social group, retained wealth & influence controlled the rep. assembly established by Proprietorship of W. Penn.

· Around 1750 freed their own slaves and condemned Slavery

· As Pacifists, they avoided war with Indians by purchasing Delaware Indian land rather than seizing it by force

· Pennsylvania’s Pluralistic Society
· Religious & Ethnic Diversity was rooted in the mid-Atlantic colonies. Various religious groups, Quakers, Scots-Irish Presbyterians, German Lutheran& Baptists survived the revolutionary era. 

· Cultural Pluralism,  open religious & political order, characterized 19th & 20th century America

· In the South

· Wealthy Planters continued to prosper with ownership of slaves

· Wealth was concentrated in the hands of the largest slaveowners, widening the gap between prosperous gentry and “poor whites”

· The Enlightenment & The Great Awakening in America
· (1730’s-60’s) Enlightenment Emphasized the power of human reason to shape the world: it appealed especially to the better educated, mostly from the merchant or planter families & urban artisans. 

· Pietism an emotional, evangelical religious movement that stressed dependence on God. It was mostly successful with farmers, urban laborers, & slaves

· European Enlightenment Began in Europe around 1675 
· Based on 4 fundamental principles (Rationalism):

· The Law-like order of the natural world

· Power of Human Reason

· Natural Rights of Individuals (right of self-government

· Progressive Improvement of Society

· John Locke (1690)

· In his 2 Treatises on Government advanced the revolutionary theory that government political authority was not divinely ordained but sprang from “social compacts” that people made to preserve their natural rights to life, liberty, and property. That governments might change by decision of the MAJORITY

· Great Awakening

· Jonathan Edwards 1720’s tried to restore Calvinist theology by putting Fear back into Religion.

· George Whitlfield 1739- Restore Old-Time Religion

· William Tennent 1735- Evangelical Movement rejected outside control of their religious lives

