American Life in the 17th Century 1607-1692  Chapter 4
Mr. Oscar Siflinger

AP American History

Chesapeake Colony

· Disease Ravaged settlement grew slowly mostly through the immigration of single men and a scarcity of women (proportion of 6 to 1) 

· After acquiring immunities, the white population increased by the end of the 17th century 

Tobacco Economy



· 1st thrived on the labor of white indentured servants hoping to work their way up to become wealthy landowners. But in the late 17th century this hope was frustrated. The discontents of poor whites exploded into Bacon’s Rebellion
Bacon’s Rebellion

· 1670 Va. Assembly disenfranchised the landless

· 1676 a swelling numbers of bachelors, labeled as rabble by Governor William Berkeley, attacked the Indians

· Civil War swept into Jamestown 

· After Bacon died of disease, Berkeley crushed the rebellion 

Colonial Slavery

· Approximately 10 million Africans were carried to the New World over three centuries

· By the 1680’s rising wages in England shrank the pool of poor whites creating an increased demand for African labor 

· #s of slaves increased in Chesapeake region  by natural reproduction developing a distinctive African American way of life 
NEW WORLD SLAVE TRADE

· King Henry the Navigator reached African Coast in 1441

· Demand for Slaves increased after Columbus discovered America

· Native Americans died from European diseases  & also Escaped to rejoin their other Indians making African Slaves more desirable.

Slave Wars

· Europeans turn groups of Africans against each other by offering Guns & Liquor in a Race to Capture Slaves

· African States in Continual Warfare due to Slave Trading

· Africans Captives brought to BULKING STATIONS in CARAVANS

Slavery in the New World

· Middle Passage- Sea lane across the Atlantic used by slave ships

· African Amer Slavery-1619-1865
· Grew with the demand for labor to produce Tobacco, Rice, Cotton, Indigo
1705 Virginia Slave Code


Forbade slaves:

·  To meet together 

· To Leave the Plantation

· To Learn to Read or Write

· To Own weapons

· Master that killed a slave while correcting him could not be tried for murder

New England 

· Clean Water, Cool Air contributed to a healthy way of life, which added 10 years to the average life span.

· Strong families & tightly knit towns & churches, which were relatively democratic & equal

· By 17th century social & religious tensions developed in the Salem Witch hysteria

New England

· The Half Way Covenant- Puritan church opened to all whether converted or not gradually erasing the “elect.” Strict religious purity was sacrificed to cause wider religious participation

· Salem Witch Trials- group of adolescent girls in Salem claiming to have been bewitched led to legal Lynching in 1692

New England

· Rocky soil forced many New Englanders to turn to fishing & merchant shipping for their livelihoods.

· Their difficult lives & stern religion made them tough, idealistic, purposeful, & resourceful

Restoration Colonies

· In 1660 Charles II returned from exile restoring the Stuart Monarchy

· He rewarded aristocrats supporting the Restoration by giving them millions of acres of land (Proprietorships). In 1663 he gave the Carolinas to 8 aristocrats including George Carteret & John Berkeley. In 1664 gave his brother James, the Duke of York, land from the Delaware to the Connecticut River.

Homework Read p.82-103

· Compare the effects of slavery on England, the West Indies, Africa, and the American colonies.(83)

· Compare and Contrast Chesapeake and New England colonial societies

· How did Salutary Neglect foster American Independence?
Read Primary Documents

· Read Bacon and Berkeley declarations

· Study Map of African Diaspora

· 1688 Mennonites Protest of Slavery

· Reverend John White’s description of New England

· New England Primer

· Old Deluder Law

· Cotton Mather “Tryals”

