New World Beginnings 
33,000 B.C. to A.D. 1769
AP American History
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1st Discoverers of America 

· Small bands of hunter that crossed a temporary land bridge from Siberia & spread across North & South America some 35,000 years ago

· They evolved a great variety of cultures from the sophisticated urban civilizations of Mexico & S. America to the semi- nomadic societies of N. America 

Discoveries made during the Renaissance fostered an impetus for European Exploration
· Desire for new trade routes to the East

· Spirit of Technology 

· Power of national monarchies

Consequences of the Collision of Worlds
Biological Changes

· Disease

· Population Loss

· Conquest

· African Slavery

· Cultural Change

· Economic Expansion

October 12, 1492

· Christopher Columbus sailing for Spain steps foot on the Bahamas encountering Arawak Indians 

· Dec 25, 1492 the Santa Maria shipwrecked off Hispaniola & the settlement of La Navidad is built

Columbus the Colonizer

· Columbus replaced for failure to maintain order on Hispaniola.

· Encomienda System introduced as Encomenderos received the right to have Indians work for them. Encomenderos used Indians to mine gold, provide food, build houses
Encomienda System

· Gave Spanish control over Indian labor and disrupted Indian societies.

· Bartolome de Las Casas protested treatment of Indians. In 1516 Crown appointed him Protector of Indians. 

· 90% of Indians died by mid-16th century & Spanish began importing African Slaves

Using Globes and Maps

· Examine the impact of geology, geography on the prehistory and civilization prior to 1492 and emphasize the ways in which geography shaped the subsequent pattern of European exploration and conquest in both South and North America

Class Discussion

· How did Indian societies of South and North America differ from European societies at the time the two came into contact? In what ways did Indians retain a world view different from that of the Europeans?

Class Discussion

· What role did disease and forced labor (including slavery) play in the early settlements of America? 

· Is the view of the Spanish & Portuguese as especially harsh conquerors & exploiters valid, or is this image just another version of the English “black legend” concerning the Spanish role in America

Class Discussion

· Are the differences between Latin America and North America due primarily to the differences between the respective Indian societies that existed in the two places, or to the disparity between Spanish and English culture?

· What would have happened if the English had conquered densely settled Mexico and Peru, and the Spanish had conquered more thinly populated North America?

Class Discussion 

· In what ways are Florida, Southwest, and California still affected by their historical connections with Latin America?

· To what extent are the Hispanic elements in these areas a legacy of the colonial past, and to what extent are they a product of more recent historical developments?

Class Discussion

· Were the Spanish Conquistadors an unusually aggressive and cruel class of men? Can their actions be understood if not justified?

· What is the long-term significance for Latin America of the “immortality” achieved by the conquistadors through intermarriage with Indian women?

Homework- Read P.2-23

· Examine the careers of Hernando Cortez and Francisco Pizarro in both Spain and the New World, and assess the reasons for their “success.”

· Examine some visual portrayals of the conquests of Mexico and Peru from the past and present and compare how, over time, artists of various political outlooks have depicted the conquistadors and their victims

