Top 10 Scenic Drives

The high road, it seems, is the road of choice. Routes through mountainous scenery dominated the nominations you sent in for Top 10 Scenic Drivers. As one person wrote about the experience of hitting the top of one Rocky Mountain pass, “you’ll think you’ve reached heaven.”

Hyperbole competed with sentiment in many of then omissions we received, multiple exclamation points (AWESOME!!!!!) lined up as thick as billboards along an interstate, and in a few cases, memories of childhood drivers revealed just how long it has been since the writer his the road (“My strongest memories are from looking out the back window of my parents’ station wagon”)

For those whose memories of beautiful drives need updating, let the following list of our top 10 picks for Scenic Drives, as nominated by online users and the correspondents and editors of Weissmann Travel Reports, serve as inspiration for your summer travel plans’. As usual, this month’s ranking is not intended to be a popularity contest, while multiple nominations were taken into consideration when compiling the list, the final results also took into account the writer’s ability to convey the beauty they traversed.

1. THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS

Three Rocky roads—Rocky Mountain National Park’s Trail Ridge Road, Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park’s going to the Sun Road and the Ice fields Parkway, located between, Jasper and Banff National Parks in Alberta, Canada, were all nominated as the most scenic drive in the world. Each is lined with spectacular scenery, and for us to try to choose the “best” among them would be like saying that air is more important to human beings than water or food. They all have their strengths, and none could eliminate the others from contention. We’re left with a three-way tie. Trail ridge road, the highest through-highway in the U.S., begins in Estes Park, Colorado, and winds along a route that lakes in terrain ranging from ponderosa pine forests to tundra. Forested canyons, hanging valleys and glacial lakes punctuate the route. Going to the Sun Road, which runs for 50 miles/80 km from Lake McDonald to St. Mary, features stunning and inspiring vistas of alpine scenery (watch for the “Garden Wall,” a landmark of the Continental Divide), while the Ice fields Parkway is characterized by magnificent lakes, glacial ice fields, waterfalls

___________________________

This top 10 list was obtained from the Weissmann Travel Reports in the America Online Traveler’s Corner.







