Standards-Based Unit Planning Template

Teacher(s):   Erica Butler

Subject(s)/Course(s): Geography      Grade/Level:  2nd grade

Unit Topic/Focus: 
Seven Wonders of the United States

Estimated time for implementation: 10 days

Overview of Unit:


In this unit, students will understand the physical and human characteristics of places and regions.  They will do this by learning about seven “wonders” around their country.  By learning about the characteristics of seven different places, they will be able to describe the characteristics of these areas and will be able to apply what they have learned to describe places around them.  


Students will also apply knowledge of maps to explain why certain locations have different characteristics.  They will understand how different parts of the United States have different characteristics, and how the location of a place affects it’s characteristics. 

Context:


Before this unit, students will have already learned how to read a map and how to identify places on a map.  This unit will help students further practice their skills with reading and creating maps.  Students will not be expected to know the human and physical characteristics of a place.

Goals and Objectives:


Students will have a greater understanding of maps to understand their surroundings.



-Students will identify seven landmarks on a blank United States map.


Students will be able to identify the human and physical characteristics of a place.



-Students will identify the physical and human characteristics of their own community



-Students will identify the physical and human characteristics of seven United States landmarks

Standards:
	Academic Expectations
	Program of Studies
	Core Content for Assessment

	2.19 Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations.

	SS-P-G-1 Students will use tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs, compasses) to understand surroundings.

SS-P-G-3 Students will recognize physical and human characteristics of places and regions.
	SS-E-4.1.1 Simple physical, political, and thematic maps, globes, charts, photographs, aerial photography, and graphs can be used to find and explain locations and display information.

SS-E-4.2.1 Every place is unique and can be described by its human (e.g., language, religion, housing) and physical characteristics (e.g.,  landforms, climates, water).



Essential Questions:

· -What are the physical and human characteristics of my own community?

· -What are the physical and human characteristics of other locations?

· -How are the physical and human characteristics of places affected by their locations?
Culminating Activity/Assessment:
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the content daily through postcard facts.  Each student will be required to have three facts on the back of their postcard each day, and these will be checked for accuracy.

Students will also demonstrate knowledge by sharing knowledge with a small group on the last day.  They will work with a group of three or four students to share what they learned, and to answer questions they still have about the unit.  Students will be required to find the answers to the questions they had on the back of their postcards for the seven days, and document where they found the answer.  They will be graded on the number of answers found, as well as the accuracy of the answers.
Resources/Technology:

· Photographs of a location, taken from a magazine or the internet, one for each student

· Chart for physical and human characteristics
· “The Story of the Statue of Liberty” by Betsy Maestro

· Large sheet of brown 18x24 sheet of paper for each student
· Blank map of the United States
· “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus

· Statue of Liberty Webcam at http://www.libertycam.com/
· Virtual Tour of the Statue of Liberty at http://www.nyctourist.com/liberty1.htm
· Template for 3-D model of the Statue of Liberty at http://papertoys.com/statue.htm
· “Postcards from America” website at http://www.postcardsfrom.com
· Niagara Falls Webcam at http://www.fallsview.com/Stream/PanStill.shtml
· Virtual Tour of the Rotunda of Mammoth Cave at http://www.bubbleworld.com/mammoth/rotunda_java.html
· Virtual Tour of the Dome of Mammoth Cave at http://www.bubbleworld.com/mammoth/dome_java.html
· Book, “Who Carved the Mountain?” by Jean L.S. Patrick
· Mount Rushmore puzzle at http://www.apples4theteacher.com/mtrpuzz.html
· PBS presentation on Mount Rushmore at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rushmore/sfeature/sf_carving.html
· Yellowstone Photographs at http://www.nps.gov/yell/slidefile/index.htm
· Old Faithful webcam at http://www.nps.gov/yell/oldfaithfulcam.htm
· Old Faithful video at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/yellowstone/catch/index.html
· “I See Something Grand” by Barbara Epstein-Eagle.

· Photographs of the Grand Canyon at http://www.americansouthwest.net/arizona/grand_canyon/national_park.html
· Virtual Tour of the Grand Canyon at www.untraveledroad.com/USA/Parks/GrandCanyon.htm
· “Pop’s Bridge” by Eve Bunting

· Photographs of the Golden Gate Bridge at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goldengate/sfeature/sf_facts.html
· “The Mighty Task is Done” by Joseph Strauss

· Blank sheets of paper for each student

· Blank sheets of cardstock (7) for each student

· Markers, crayons or colored pencils

· Scissors

· Glue

Outline of daily plans: 
Day 1:  Physical and Human Characteristics of a Location

· Give each student a photograph of a place, taken from the internet or a magazine.  Ask students to write down characteristics of their place.

· Explain that some characteristics of a place are “human” while some are “physical.”  Have students share characteristics of their location, and discuss if this characteristic would be a human or physical characteristic.  Create a class chart with different characteristics on it, separated into human and physical characteristics.

· Have students discuss characteristics of their own community.  Ask questions such as, “What is the temperature there?” or “Are their mountains, lakes, oceans or plains nearby?” 

· Discuss with students what are some important characteristics of a place, and if they think these characteristics could define a place and the people who live there.  Are they defined by their location?

· Have students revisit their photograph from the beginning of the lesson.  With a partner, have students discuss what characteristics you discussed as a class are in their photograph.

· Give each student a large sheet of brown paper (18x24 or something similar) and a smaller sheet of brown paper for the suitcase handle.  Have the students fold the large sheets of paper in half hamburger style.  Then they should fold the smaller sheet in half and cut a “handle” for their suitcase so they have a handle for each side of their “suitcase.”  Glue the handles to the long side of the suitcase opposite the fold, one handle on each side of the suitcase.  If you want, have students create a “luggage tag” so you know which suitcase belongs to which student.  These will not be used for a few days.

Day 2: The Statue of Liberty

· Begin today’s lesson by reading the story, “The Story of the Statue of Liberty” by Betsy Maestro.  Discuss the facts the students learned in the story.

· Give each student a blank map of the United States.  Help students find the Statue of Liberty on their map and allow them to identify its location on their map.

· Discuss facts about the Statue of Liberty, including it’s history, location, dimensions, etc…  Ask students why the Statue of Liberty is so important.  Read the poem inscribed on the bottom of the statue to the students.

· Show students the live webcam of the statue, as well as the virtual tour from Manhattan to Ellis Island.  What kinds of natural characteristics are around the statue?  Is the statue a natural or physical characteristic of that place?  Check the characteristics the students list with the list they made on day 1.

· Review some facts about the Statue of Liberty.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of the Statue of Liberty on just one half of the cardstock.  If they need help, you can show them the postcards on this site.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about the Statue of Liberty, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.

· Allow the students to create a 3-D model of the statue from the template when they have finished.

Day 3: Niagara Falls

· Begin today’s lesson by reviewing the physical and human characteristics the students defined.  Then review what they learned about the Statue of Liberty the day before.

· Tell students that they are going on another trip, to Niagara Falls.  Begin the lesson by having students identify Niagara Falls’ location on their maps from the previous lesson.

· Allow students to view the live webcam of Niagara Falls, as well as photographs of the three waterfalls.  What kind of characteristics do the falls display?  Check the characteristics the students list with the list they made on day 1.

· Review some facts about Niagara Falls.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of Niagara Falls on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about Niagara Falls, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.

Day 4: Mammoth Cave

· Begin today’s lesson by briefly reviewing the Statue of Liberty and Niagara Falls with the students.

· Read “Caves and Caverns” by Gail Gibbons.  Discuss the contents of the book.

· View the virtual tour of the rotunda in Mammoth Cave.  Compare the book with the virtual tour of the cave.  You can also view the dome of the cave as well.

· Discuss the physical and human characteristics of Mammoth Cave as a group.  Have the students identify and label Mammoth Cave on their map.

· Review some facts about Mammoth Cave.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of Mammoth Cave on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about Mammoth Cave, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.

· If you have access to a computer lab, allow students to play the game Adventure which is based on Mammoth Cave.

Day 5: Mount Rushmore

· Begin by reviewing the Statue of Liberty, Niagara Falls, and Mammoth Cave with the students.

· Read, “Who Carved the Mountain?” by Jean L.S. Patrick.  Discuss the history of Mount Rushmore with the students.

· Show the students the PBS presentation of "Carving a Mountain".  Then review the facts presented in the book and the video.  Use the website, travel guides and books to review, then discuss the human and physical characteristics of Mount Rushmore.  Have the students find and label Mount Rushmore on their maps.  What characteristics of Mount Rushmore are human, and which are physical?

· Review some facts about Mount Rushmore.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of Mount Rushmore on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about Mount Rushmore, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.

· Allow students to do the interactive puzzle.
Day 6: Yellowstone

· Begin by reviewing the Statue of Liberty, Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave and Mount Rushmore with the students.

· Read “A to Z Yellowstone” by Lisa Halvorsen.

· Use the website, travel guides and books to discuss Yellowstone National Park facts.  Also, show the students photographs of Yellowstone. Discuss the human and physical characterists of Yellowstone, and then allow students to identify Yellowstone on their maps.

· Show students the Old Faithful webcam and video online.

· Review some facts about Yellowstone.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of Yellowstone on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about Yellowstone, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.

Day 7: Grand Canyon

· Begin by reviewing the Statue of Liberty, Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave, Mount Rushmore and Yellowstone with the students.

· Read, “I See Something Grand” by Barbara Epstein-Eagle.

· Find the Grand Canyon on the map.  Have students label the Grand Canyon on their maps.  Review the facts about the Grand Canyon.

· Look at photographs of the Grand Canyon.  What are the human and physical characteristics of the Grand Canyon?

· Do the virtual tour of the Grand Canyon.
· Review some facts about the Grand Canyon.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of the Grand Canyon on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about the Grand Canyon, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.
Day 8: The Golden Gate Bridge

· Begin by reviewing the Statue of Liberty, Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave, Mount Rushmore, Yellowstone and the Grand Canyon with the students.
· Read “Pop’s Bridge” by Eve Bunting.  Discuss why this particular bridge is important.
· Show the photographs of before, during and after the bridge construction.
· Discuss facts about the Golden Gate Bridge.  Also, discuss the human and physical characteristics of the bridge.  Did the physical characteristics of this place influence the human characteristics?

· Have students create a human bridge from the activity found here.  Read the poem, “The Mighty Task is Done.”  Show the live webcam found on this site.

· Review some facts about the Golden Gate Bridge.  Then, give each student a sheet of white cardstock.  They should fold this piece of cardstock in half like a hamburger.  Allow them to create postcards of the Golden Gate Bridge on just one half of the cardstock.  They can either illustrate their own postcards, or you can allow them to use photographs printed from the internet or cut out of travel brochures.

· On the other half of the cardstock, the students should create a “stamp” of the landmark.  On one half of that side, they should write three facts they learned about the Golden Gate Bridge, and one question they have or something more they would like to learn about it.  When they have finished, they should turn in their postcards to you.
Day 9: Coming Home

· Group the students into small groups of three or four students.

· Give each student their seven postcards they created back, as well as all worksheets they completed.  Have the students read the back of their postcards to remember what they learned throughout the unit.  Then, in their groups, have the students read the three facts they had written on each card to each other, but not the questions.

· When the students finish discussing their facts, give each student a blank sheet of paper.  Have them read their questions to the group one at a time.  If another member of their group has the answer, the student should write down the question they needed answered and the answer.  When they have discussed all questions, the students should be given the opportunity to find the answers elsewhere- online, in an encyclopedia, or in books about the landmark they have a question about.  In small groups, the students should work together to find the answer to the question, until all questions are answered.  When a student has his or her question answered, they should write down where they got their answer from.

· When the students have finished, allow them to work individually to bind their postcards and worksheets into their suitcases that they created on the first day.  They should also include the paper with their questions and answers that they filled out.  Allow them to staple or tie their worksheets into the suitcase so it’s a book of their postcards and worksheets.  If they have time, allow them to create “bumper stickers” of the places they “traveled” and glue them on the front of their suitcase.  Then the students should turn in the books to you. 

Day 10: My Special Place

· Review the places they went on their “trip” across America.  Review the characteristics of the places and why they are considered special places.  

· Give each student the opportunity to create their own special place.  It can be a real or made up place.  They should draw their special place.  When they have drawn their special place, they should write a short narrative explaining what the place is, and why it is special.  They should also discuss some of the characteristics of this place, such as if it has human or physical characteristics, and the types of things that effect this special place.

· After all students have finished, they should be given the opportunity to share their special place with classmates. 

