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Tiamat in The Enuma Elish
A strength of Tiamat, which may have actually led to her downfall, is her large amount of patience. When Apsu wanted to initially destroy the gods for being bad and proud, Tiamat granted them a reprieve. Patience is a virtue, especially if you are going to be a strong leader, which as mother of the world, Tiamat should have been. Marduk might not have been able to overtake her if she had destroyed the Gods before Ea begat him, however, so patience may not have been the appropriate stand to take at the juncture. 


As a goddess, all that she and her allies did was completely appropriate. Tiamat was nice enough to give the other gods the gift of life, and naturally the male gods rebelled against their female creator. The fact that all of a strong female was destroyed by a stronger male is completely appropriate for that society and time period. She fought for her people and was destroyed by the very gods that she created. 

A pro masculine undertone seemed apparent for the whole battle scene against Marduk. Tiamat knows that she cannot alone defeat Marduk and the other gods, so she has Kingu create the 11 monsters for her. This could be construed as: Tiamat, the woman, cannot fight her own battles, so she must create monsters to fight them for her. This is further perpetuated when Marduk fights her one and one, and the fight is very one sided. This seems to say that Tiamat is just a week woman who hides behind Kingu’s divine creations. It seemed inappropriate that Tiamat’s fate was decided based simply on raw physical prowess.
The appropriateness of the world being made out of her is debatable. It is a glorious death to be made literally the mother of the entire world, but at the same time it is grotesque to create the world by mutilating a corpse that in any other situation should have deserved proper burial. It is a fair trade off, though: The desecration of a corpse vs. the creation of the entire world. Even though the corpse was made into something beautiful, anything other than proper burial seems like desecration. 
It is interesting that Tiamat is a female. This goes along with the modern title of “mother nature” which is a term used by both religious and secular groups. Of less interest is that man itself was created from a man, Kingu. As a male himself, Marduk seems to be the personification of “father time.”

Relative to Marduk, Tiamat and Kingu were enemies. The fact that mankind and the world we live in were created from his vanquished foes speaks loudly about how mankind is regarded by the gods. We are stately lower than the gods not only by our immortality, but by the fact that our furthest origins lay in the mutilated corpses of their enemies. 


All in all, Tiamat acted exactly how a woman and a goddess should. It seems to be an insult to humanity, or at least an element of darkness in eastern religion, that man and nature were created from fallen enemies of a powerful ruler. We therefore were not created in a god’s own image, but rather quite the opposite: the image of all that god hated enough to kill and publicly mutilate.
EXTRA:


It is interesting to note that in the biblical story of the tower of Babel, the tower was created by mankind attempting to reach heaven, and as a punishment by god, all men were divided into many groups of many languages. In this story, it is created by the gods, and thus leads to a very different interpretation of the tower and in the different religions of the day.
