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1. 

a. Myth is a way of explaining, that which cannot be explained. Now we seem to have science to do that, but myth was prominent before modern science. But myth has other uses as well. 

b. As events recorded before written history, myth acts in a fashion similar to the bible. It is a collection of stories that may or may not be true. The point is, however, is that their truthfulness is not the issue; they are simply a collection of stories that teach us lessons for life, true or false. 

c. Myth has a very unique language. While it does describe realities beyond our 5 senses. Sometimes it doesn’t seem to possess the language to do so. Much of it is filled with statements to the effect of “unfathomable to the human mind”. All we understand is that we cannot understand. 

d. Myth is not really the glue that holds society together, at least not today. While this may have been true in older societies, especially polytheistic ones. Today, with science being so dominant could the fact that religious believers would not call their books of faith “myth”, the mythical glue does not hold much together today. 

e. Many basic codes of moral conduct can be traced back through history and even to myths, but this does not mean that myth is the essential ingredient. It merely means that people then shared the same ideas, especially ones that are common sense, that we share today, and thus is not surprising

f. Myth is definitely a gather of belief that gives meaning to life, if in fact you believe the myth. If not, it is still seen as noble attempt. The bulk of stories explain life gives myth credibility. 

2.

Myth tries to explain what can’t be verbally explained and in the attempt to do this, demonstrates unique use of languages. It is defiantly unique, but does not necessarily explain things well. We understand that something is incomprehensible, but rather than help us comprehend it, the myth does little more than make us aware of that fact. 

3.

There is lots of symbolism in Till We Have Faces. The most striking symbol seems to be Psyche as a Jesus figure: She is sacrificed to the gods for the townspeople’s sin of worshipping her instead of Venus. In the end, she comes back.


The light of the lamp that Psyche uses to illuminate the darkness and see her fiancé’s true form is a symbol for knowledge, and in turn the darkness is a symbol for ignorance.


The veil that Orual wears symbolizes multiple things. First it is a symbol of her loss of femininity. It is unclear whether or not that means a gain of masculinity, or a loss of gender identification all together. It also marks the transformation from Orual to Queen, no Queen Orual, just Queen.


The Fox is the symbol of the wise old man. He is literally very old and wise, and acted as a father figure in raising Orual and her sisters. He knows about Greek mythology, but in the end his advice on the gods ended up being wrong.

